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Israeli jet raids Palestinian 
base south of Beirut 

SIDON (AFP) An Israeli warplane Monday fired 
missiles at a Palestinian guerrilla base dug into a hill 
south of Beirut, security sources said. The jet targeted 
Naameh hill, only 15 kilometres south of the 
Lebanese capital, where the Popular Front for the Lib- 
eration of Palestine-General Command (PFLP-GC; is 
based, said the sources. There were no i mm ediate 
details on casualties or damage. Israeli jets fired a bar- 
rage of missiles at Naameh last Friday, inflicting no 
casualties but sparking fires in the region. Israel al$o 
raided the base on Aug. 8 and July 3, when four 
PFLP-GC fighters were wounded. The PFLP-GC, led 
by Ahmad Jibril, rejects the peace accords signed by 
PLO with Israel. 
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Hizbollah offers to trade Israeli 
remains for prisoners 

TEHRAN (AFP) — The leader of the Lebanese 
Hizbollah movement. Sheikh Hassan Nasrallah, 
offered here Monday to exchange the remains of 
Israeli soldiers recently killed in Lebanon for 
Lebanese in Israeli prisons. “We are ready to proceed 
with the exchange of Israeli corpses for our prisoners 
in Israel.” the leader of Hizbollah told a press confer- 
ence in Tehran. He recalled that his group had “recent- 
ly" refused an offer by Germany to mediate such an 
exchange between Hizbollah and Israel. ‘‘We accept 
the help of a third country, but not that of Germany,” 
the sheikh said, charging that Germany had commit- 
ted a “great error" in implicating Iranian leaders in a 
murder trial. 
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Bani Sakher woman candidate 
shot at by unidentified gunmen 

Companion receives bullet in the leg 


Prince Hassan says Europe 
wants more comprehensive 
role in Mideast peace process 



By Tareq Ayyonb 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Police Mon- 
day were investigating an 
attack on a woman candi- 
date in which one of her 
companions was allegedly 
wounded. 

Minister of Interior Nathir 
Rashid confirmed the attack 
on Wisaf Ka'abneh, the 
only female candidate 
among 20 in the Central 
Bedouin constituency, and 
said that the investigation 
into the incident was going 
on. 

Ms. Ka'abneh, a lawyer 
by profession, told the Jor- 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Israel will limit 
construction in Jewish set- 
tlements to a “necessary 
minimum," its foreign min- 
ister said Monday amid 
reports that die government 
is ready to freeze new 
building projects on occu- 
pied territories for several 
months. 

The U.S. has demanded a 
“timeout" in., settlement 
construction, and Israel’s 
offer came as U.S. Mideast 
coordinator Dennis Ross 
shuttled between the Israeli 
and Palestinian leaders to 
try to ensure progress in 
renewed peace negotia- 
tions. 

Negotiators said Monday 
they made headway on one 
issue of nine issues being 
debated — the operation of 
a Palestinian airport in the 
Gaza Strip. Israel has 
demanded to have final say 
over security at the airfield. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu met with Mr. 
Ross on Monday. 

The Haaretz daily said 
Mr. Netanyahu would tell 
Mr. Ross that Israel will not 
stan building new settle- 
ments for several months, 
but that construction 
already under way would 
be completed. 

The offer was'unlikely to 
satisfy the Palestinians who 
have demanded a complete 
halt of building in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, 
where they hope to estab- 
lish a future state. 

Israel's foreign minister, 
David Levy, suggested 
Monday that Israel was 
softening its position. 

Asked' about a possible 
construction curb, Mr. Levy 
told Israel Radio: “We want 
to move forward and not 
create a situation that 
would make all our efforts 
to advance the process 


dan Times that unidentified 
gunmen, using a pick-up 
car, opened fire at her rent- 
ed car in the Jizah District 
south of Amman at noon 
Monday. 

She added that one bullet 
hit her driver Osamah 
Hamawi, 25, who was hos- 
pitalised at the King Hus- 
sein Medical Centre, she 
said.! The bullet was 
removed from his leg 
before he was discharged. 

Ms. Ka'abneh, who 
belongs to the influential 
Bani Sakher tribe, claimed 
that yesterday’s attack 


irrelevant. Therefore, there 
are efforts to continue with 
[only] the necessary mini- 
mum” of construction. 

Jewish settler leaders also 
said Monday they had 
learned Mr. Netanyahu was 
ready for compromise. 

“We heard there is an 
intention to carry out a 
freeze” Aharon Domb, 
spokesman of the council 
representing the 144 settle- 
ments in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, told the Associ- 
ated Press. * 

However, Zvi Hendel and 
Hannan Porath. two legisla- 
tors who represent the set- 
tlers. told Israel Radio they 
were assured by Mr. 
Netanyahu there would be 
no “timeout" in construc- 
tion. 

Jerusalem’s mayor, Ehud 
Olmert, said there would be 
no slowdown in settlement 

(Continued on page 7) 


against her was the second 
in less than four days. Last 
week, supporters of a rival 
candidate smashed her car, 
she charged. 

Ms. Ka'abneh said that 
she did not know who was 
behind the attack but added 
that the “conservative 
bedouin community cannot 
swallow the fact that a 
woman candidate can run 
for elections.” 

“This incident will not 
hamper my ambition to run 
for the elections. I will 
never give them the chance 
to frighten me," Ms. Ka’ab- 


OCCUPEED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Senior Israeli and 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) officials 
met Monday under the 
mediation of U.S. envoy 
Dennis Ross in an effort to 
provide what he said was a 
needed boost to recently 
resumed peace negotia- 
tions. 

Following a first day of 
separate talks Sunday with 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat, Mr. Ross 
expressed frustration with 
the pace of the negotiations 
revived under U.S. spon- 
sorship three weeks ago 
after a seven-month break. 


neb said. 

The Central Bedouin con- 
stituency covers several 
bedouin villages and towns 
in Jizah, Mowaqar, Madaba 
and southern parts of the 
Mafraq Govemorate. 

All the candidates in this 
constituency represent dif- 
ferent clans of the Bani 
Sakher tribe. 

Two seats are allocated 
for this constituency, where 
candidates' programmes 
focus on improving educa- 
tional, health and life con- 
ditions for the bedouins. 

Security officials told the 


“We need to intensify the 
work,” he said. 

In a bid to achieve a 
speed-up. Mr. Ross met 
again early Monday with 
Mr. Netanyahu and then 
arranged a previously 
unannounced encounter 
between Foreign Minister 
David Levy and top PNA 
negotiator Mahmoud 
Abbas. 

Mr. Arafat insisted during 
his meeting Sunday with 
Mr. Ross that Israel *imrae- 
diately carry out two troop 
pullbacks originally sched- 
uled for last March and 
September, Palestinian 
officials said. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan Times that the man 
who was injured in the 
alleged attack has not given 
his testimony to the police 
and that police was looking 
for him. 

The sources, who asked 
not to be identified, said 
that they “doubt” that such 
an attack had taken place 
and insisted that nothing, so 
far, could prove that there 
was an attack on her life. 

“Maybe it is part of an 
election campaign to win 
the sympathy of the voters,” 
one source said. 


Iraq says 
18,000 
registered 
in Jordan 
for census 

AMMAN (R) — ' Over 
18,000 Iraqis living in 
Jordan registered for last 
week's national census, 
the Iraqi embassy in 
Amman said on Monday. 

It said 18,764 people 
had been registered at the 
latest count on Saturday 
and registration was con- 
tinuing this week. 

Independent estimates 
put the number of Iraqis 
in Jordan at well over 
100 , 000 . 

Tens of thousands of 
Iraqis fled their country 
during the 1990-1991 
Gulf crisis after Iraqi 
forces invaded Kuwait 
They continue to come 
to Jordan, despite hefty 
exit charges at the Iraqi 
border, fleeing after seven 
years of stringent interna- 
tional trade sanctions 
which have crippled 
Iraq’s economy. 

The census, conducted 
in Iraq on Thursday, put 
the total Iraqi population 
at 22 million. 

But Iraqi officials did 
not say whether that fig- 
ure included three north- 
ern Kurdish provinces 
where the U.N. estimates 
a population of over three 
milli on. 

No census took place in 
those provinces, which 
have been largely outside 
Iraqi government control 
since an uprising after the 
1991 Gulf war. 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent 
has pledged that Jordan 
will exert its utmost efforts 
to give impetus to the 
peace process and the 
attainment of a compre- 
hensive and durable peace 
that guarantees the rights 
of all parties in the region. 

In remarks at a meeting 
with the Council of Minis- 
ters upon his return to 
Amman Sunday night from 
short visits to Luxembourg 
and the United Kingdom, 
where he met senior Euro- 
pean officials,, the Regent 
said that be had the 
impression that Europe 
wants to play a more com- 
prehensive role aimed at 
securing the resumption of 
negotiations on all tracks 
including the Syrian and 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Min- 
ister of Water and Irrigation 
Munther Haddadin and 
Israeli National Infrastruc- 
ture Minister Ariel Sharon 
set up a joint development 
authority in a meeting here 
Monday, Mr. Sharon’s 
office said. 

The talks between the 
ministers to iron out the 
details of the authority — 
to oversee water, tourism, 
agricultural and industrial 
projects in the Jordan Val- 
ley — were held in a “good 
atmosphere," according to a 
statement. 


By Threq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Fayez . 
Tarawneh Monday played 
down an attack against two 
Jordanian employees at the 
Kingdom's embassy in Tel 
Aviv and described what 
happened as a “small inci- 
dent." 

Dr. Tarawneh was com- 
menting on reports that 
extremist Israelis surround- 
ed on Saturday the resi- 
dences of two Jordanian 
embassy employees in Tel 
Aviv for four hours. 

The protesters threw 
stones at the windows and 
shouted anti-Jordan slogans, 
the Jordanian dailies said. 


the Lebanese tracks. 

Prince Hassan said that 
the Europeans have 
expressed their desire to 
see progress achieved in 
the region in general. 

Prince Hassan saw in the 
Russian and French stands 
towards Iraq and Iran, and 
the postponement of U.S- 
Turkish-Israeli military 
exercises clear evidence of 
a desire to prepare the 
political atmosphere con- 
ducive of breakthroughs in 
the region’s many hot 
spots. 

At the meeting attended 
by Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali, Chief of the 
Royal Court Awn Kha- 
sawneh and His Royal 
Highness Prince Rashed, 
the Regent welcomed an 
active European role in the 
region as a complementary 


The meeting, which also 
included Jordan's ambas- 
sador to Tel Aviv and his 
Israeli counterpan in 
Amman, follows last 
month’s political crisis 
between the two countries 
that erupted after a Moss ad 
attempt to murder Hamas 
leader, Khaled Misha'al. in 
Amman. 

The ministers agreed they 
would speed up plans for 
projects in the Jordan Val- 
ley located along the border 
between the two countries, 
said the statement. 

Dr. Haddadin said in the 


Dr. Tarawneh said that Jor- 
dan’s ambassador in Tel 
Aviv, Omar Rifai, submitted 
a “complaint” on the inci- 
dent to “the concerned 
Israeli authorities." 

The minister said that Jor- 
dan “does not give much 
importance to the incident 
and does not want to blow it 
out of proportion.” 

“The incident was carried 
out by an irresponsible 
group and we believe the 
matter is over,” Dr. 
Tarawneh said. 

He described the employ- 
ees, who were subjected to 
the attack, as “non-diplo- 
mats.” 

The attack against the Jor- 
danian employees came 
after a strain in relations fol- 


role to that of the U.S 
which aims at pushing the 
peace process forward. 

Prince Hassan said his 
visits gave him the oppor- 
tunity to meet with the 
presidency of the European 
Union and discuss the 
implementation of the Jor- 
dani an -European partner- 
ship agreement which will 
be signed on Nov. 24. 

The agreement is expect- 
ed to open new stopes for 
Euro-Jordanian coopera- 
tion in economic, cultural 
and security fields in a 
comprehensive manner 
serving the interests of the 
two sides. 

Upon his return to 
Amman Sunday night. 
Prince Hassan was sworn 
in as Regent before the 
Cabinet. 


meeting that “there is a 
strong, common interest 
between me and Minister 
Sharon,” the statement 
added. 

“Both of us cannot wait 
for things to happen by 
themselves and we both are 
eager to start the projects 
now” Dr. Haddadin said. 

Mr. Sharon wifi within 
the next week visit Dr. Had- 
dadin in Jordan to prioritise 
the projects and ensure 
their speedy implementa- 
tion. Israel and Jordan 
signed a peace agreement 
in 1994. 


■ lowing the assassination 
attempt of a Hamas leader in 
Amman last month by two 
Israeli Mossad agents, which 
outraged His Majesty King 
Hussein. 

Last month, two security 
employees at the Israeli 
embassy in Amman were 
attacked by unidentified 
gunmen. 

The attack against the Jor- 
danian employees in Tel 
Aviv, whose names were not 
released, comes as part of a 
series of reported harass- 
meats against Jordanian 
diplomats in Israel. 

Earlier this year, Jordan 
complained that Israeli secu- 
rity officials were harassing 
the Kingdom's diplomats at 
the borders. 



U.S. Middle East envoy Dennis Ross deft) gestures as he speaks to Palestinian Pres- 
ident Yasser Arafat in the president's Ram all ah headquarters late Monday afternoon 
(Reuters photo) 


Levy says Jewish settlement construction 
will be limited to ‘necessary minimum’ 

Ross frustrated over 
slow progress in talks 


Jordan an4 Israel establish 
joint development authority j 


FM plays down assault on 
embassy officials in Tel Aviv 
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Zarqa voices lack of faith in upcoming House, feels absence of Islamists 



mil 17 


By Fairouz Abu-Ghazaleh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

ZARQA — Apathy, tribal- 
ism, lack of faith in the ability 
of next Parliament to induce 
change coupled with the 
absence of the Muslim Broth- 
erhood have taken away the 
glamour of past elections 
campaigns in the Kingdom's 
second largest city. 

Zarqa, a densely populated 
city plagued by poverty, pol- 
lution, unemployment and 
deteriorating infrastructure, is 
a stronghold of the Brother- 
hood, which used to mobilise 


the inhabitants of this city on 
elections day. 

But with the Islamists’ deci- 
sion to boycott die ballots, 
many of the residents say they 
are shunning the polls. In 
1993. the people of Zarqa 
voted for all three Islamic 
Action Front (1AF) candi- 
dates contesting the four 
Muslim seats allocated to 
their city. This time around, 
expectations are that voter 
turnout will be much lower 

than the 45.6 per cent of 1993. 

“People here view the Mus- 
lim Brotherhood and any- 
thing related to it as a door 
leading to progress,” Ayman 
Sob Laban, a shopkeeper 

He added that elections will 
remain incomplete this year 
due to the near absence of 
political party participation. 


which he considers a major 
missing element in the current 
elections. 

For this reason and many 
others, the Zarqa resident 
added, “none of my friends 
and relatives are planning to 
vote.” 

Other reasons play a major 
role in keeping voters away 
from the polls. One is lack of 
trust in the future House, 
which is mainly due to the 
widespread belief that previ- 
ous deputies have let the peo- 
ple of Zarqa down. 

“If the IAF failed to accom- 
plish anything substantial 
then how can we expect any- 
thing from the candidates that 
will win this year’s electoral 
race,” another shop owner 
said. . 

“As soon as a candidate 
secures a seat in Parliament, 


he forgets everything he had 
been calling for during his 
campaign and forgets all 
about the people that got him 
there,” Mr. Sob Laban said. 

The deteriorating economic 
situation is another significant 
issue that might lead many 
people to stay away from the 
ballot boxes. Many residents' 
concern is securing enough 
food, clean water and jobs 
and not what goes on under 
the Parliament's dome, which 
they believe will not improve 
their lot 

“My family is awaiting 
bread and not the next Parlia- 
ment,” a worker was quoted 
as saying in A1 Ra’i Arabic 
daily Monday. 

As in many constituencies 
around the Kingdom, tribal 
affiliations will determine 
who. out of 249,014 regis- 


tered voters, will elect candi- 
dates from a pool of 40. The 
candidates are contesting five 
Muslim seats, including one 
Circassian-Chechenian, and 
one Christian. 

“As a tribal candidate, I 
admit that tribal association is 
the base for a candidate. [The 
tribe’s] approval and support 
is reflected on the perfor- 
mance of die candidate,” 
Noman Ghweiri, a candidate 
of the powerful Bani Hassan 
tribe, said. 

Some residents, however, 
are not happy with this trend. 

"When the influence of 
tribes dominates the scene, 
you don't get the right man in 
the right place, instead you 

get a deputy whose main 
responsibility is serving his 
own tribe,” one resident said. 

Bani Hassan, the biggest 


tribe in Zarqa. is fielding five 
candidates: Noman Ghweiri, 
Mahmoud Khalaileh. 

Mikhlid Zawahreh, Daif 
Allah Kalab and Ithaimer 
Zioud. 

The tribes of Beer Sabea are 
fielding four Mahfouth Abu 
Mahfouth, Mohammad Abu- 
Khorma. Khaled Ma'noun 
and Imad Abu Snaimeh. 

The fact that so many candi- 
dates from the same tribe are 
r unnin g, reduces the chances 
of any of them winning, 
observers say. 

Only one woman, Sabah 
Anati, is running. However, 
many residents are pes- 
simistic about her chances of 
winning because, they say. 
Zfflqa is a very conservative 
city. 

Talal Ramahi. the candidate 
of tire National Constitutional 


Party running for the Muslim 
seat, is one of two running on 
party tickets. The other is Bas- 
sara Haddadin of the Jordan- 
ian Unionist Democratic 
Party. 

The only Muslim incum- 
bent of the 12th Parliament 
running in Zarqa is Fayad 
Jarar. 

Fouad Khalafat, who won a 
seat for the Tafileb district in 
1989, is hying his luck in 
Zarqa for the second time, 
where he lost in 1993. 

Mr. Haddadin, Mohammad 
Qusous and Jamil Kandah are 
competing for the Christian 
seat Mr. Haddadin, who won 
1,840 votes in 1993. enjoys 
wide support among the city's 
residents of Palestinian origin, 
observers say. But they add 
that also Dr. Qusous bas a 
good chance. 


Seven candidates are con- 
testing the Circassian- 
Chechenian seat .They are: 
former Member of Parliament 
Abdel Baqi Jammo, former 
Member of Parliament for the 
Third District Mansour 
Murad, Mohammad AisaJan, 
Abdel Jalil Abu Baker, 
Ahmad Arabi, Kamel Abdel 
Qadous and Yousef Kheir 
Deen Hasan. 

Other candidates are: 
Ma’rouf Quoseini. Samih 
Qariuti, Younis Dawaimeh, 
Marzouq Da jeh, Adnan 
Mare’i, Zuhdi Qamar, Mah- 
moud Hoseh, Ahmad Kado- 
mi, Majed Abu-Naser, Tay- 
seer Karkar, Jamal Fiqh, 
Mohammad Shomali, Ahmad 
Abu Baker, Marwan Iishaid, 
Am Fares, Mahmoud Ja’afreh 
and Bassem Marairah. 
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Hamas prisoners end hunger 
strike saying release imminent 


Sheikh Yassin: No dialogue, 
no recognition of Israel 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Hamas will never 
recognise Israel or enter into a dialogue with 
it but will seek to improve ties with the 
Palestinian National Authority (PNA). its 
founder said in remarks published Monday. 

Sheikh Ahmad Yassin also renewed a 
pledge to continue deadly anti-Israel attacks 
until the Jewish state quits all Arab land. 

“I am not ready for any negotiations or a 
dialogue with Israel and I will not recognise 
itT he told the United Arab Emirates weekly 
A1 Shurouq. 

“There is an Israeli de facto which we 
reject... God willing, the military action will 
continue so long as there is an occupation.” 

Sheikh Yassin, who was released this 
month after more than eight years in an 
Israeli prison, said Hamas would never 


accept the landmark 1993 peace deal 
reached between the Palestinians and 
Israelis in Oslo. 

He said he was also against the present 
negotiations between the PNA and Israel 
because they “will not lead id any results or 
realise the hopes of Palestinian people.” 

But he added relations with the PNA had 
become better and Hamas would weak for 
further improvement. 

“I have interfered to secure the release of 
Hamas prisoners and I expect the [Palestin- 
ian National] Authority to free them. We will 
also work to reopen Hamas’s institutions.” 
The PNA, under pressure by Israel and tite 
U.S., shut 16 institutions run by Hamas in a 
crackdown last month following a series of 
deadly Jerusalem bombings in the summer. 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Prisoners of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement 

Hamas have suspended a 
hunger strike after the 
Palestinian National 

Authority (PNA) promised 
they would be released in 
coming days, a spokesman 
for the movement said 
Monday. 

The some 70 prisoners 
froze their week-long strike 
on Saturday after reaching 
an agreement on their 
release with officials of the 
PNA, Hamas official Abdul 
Aziz Rantissi told Agence 
France Presse. 

“If the Palestinian author- 
ity does not keep its 
promise, maybe the prison- 
ers will renew their strike,” 
Mr. Rantissi said. 

The prisoners were 
protesting the lack of 
charges by Palestinian secu- 
rity against many of them. 
They have been held for 
durations ranging from sev- 
eral months to two years. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu reit- 
erated this ^eek his insis- 

Hamas 

rewards 

Misha’al’s 

guards 

AMMAN (AFP) — Hamas 
has rewarded the two body- 
guards who captured the 
would-be assassins of one 
its top leaders in Amman 
last month by giving them 
tickets and expenses for a 
pilgrimage to Mecca, 
Hamas sources said Mon- 
day. 

In a ceremony conducted 
by Hamas in Amman, 
guards Mohammad Abu 
Seif and Abu Maher were 
decorated with emblems of 
the organisation. 

They also received tick- 
ets and expenses for a pil- 
grimage to Mecca in Saudi 
Arabia. 

The two guards captured 
a pair of Israeli Mossad 
agents in a chase- and scuf- 
fle in downtown Amm an 
on Sept. 25. moments after 
the agents poisoned a 
Hamas leader. Khaled 
Misha’ al, using an uniden- 
tified device. 

Mr. Misha' al survived 
the attack after Israel sup- 
plied the antidote to the 
poison in amends demand- 
ed by King Hussein, who 
was infuriated by the attack 
on Jordanian soil. 

Jordan released the two 
Mossad agents early this 
month in a deal which also 
included Israel's release of 
Hamas spiritual leader i 
Sheikh Ahmad Yassin. i 


tence that progress in 
recently renewed peace 
talks depends on President 
Arafat waging a “systematic 
war” against Hamas and 
other groups responsible for 
anti-Israeli attacks. 

Mr. Arafat last month 
arrested some 70 members 
of the Hamas and closed 16 
welfare offices of the group 
after Israel revealed suicide 
bombers who carried out 
recent attacks in Jerusalem 
were Hamas militants from 
the West Bank. 

The agreement to release 
some Hamas members 
would not include those 
Retained after the recent 
^attacks or who are still 
"undergoing interrogation, 

■ Palestinian sources said. 

Palestinian security offi- 
cials have also decided to 
form a commission to 
examine the possibility of 
reopening the closed Hamas 
institutions, a Hamas offi- 
cial said last week. 

Hamas is the major Pales- 
tinian movement opposed 
to peace agreements with 
Israel and has taken respon- 


ANKARA (AFP) — Northern 
Iraq was calm but tense Mon- 
? day shortly before the expiry 
of a 72-hour ceasefire between 
waning Iraqi Kurds, with one 
faction demanding that foe 
other fall back to its previous 
positions. 

“The situation is calm but 
critical. It can explode at any 
moment.” a source close to the 
Turkish government said. 

A Western expert oh the 
Kurdish situation in Iraq 
agreed, saying, “It’s calm but 
tense.” 

The Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP), which lost 
ground in the five days of 
fighting that began a week ago. 
said it would only respect foe 
(nice for 72 hours, to give 
mediators time to force the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
<PUK) pull back to its Oct. 12 
positions. 

The KDP, led by Massoud 
Barzanl also said it was 
upholding the truce for three 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
plans to speed up delivery of 
long-range air-to-air missiles to 
Turkey, selling at least 100 of 
foe weapons by the end of next 
year despite Arab concern over 
the two countries’ burgeoning 
military ties, the Jerusalem 
Post newspaper reported on 
Monday. 

The newspaper, quoting 
Turkish defence sources, said 
at least 40 Popeye I missiles 
will be delivered to Turkey this 
year and a second batch of 60 
are to be shipped in 1998. The 
deal is worth around $100 mil- 
lion, the sources said. 

The decision to speed up 


sibility for most major 
attacks against Israelis over 
the past three years, includ- 
ing the recent suicide bomb- 
ings which killed 21 
Israelis. 


days so neutral observers 
could take positions along foe 
line of the ceasefire established 
a year ago with Jalal Talabani’s 
PUK The latest ceasefire, 
which went into effect. Friday 
night, was due to lapse Mon- 
day at 8:00 pjn. local time. 

The source close to the Turk- 
ish government said. ’Worts 
are underway to convince foe 
PUK to pull its forces back to 
the Oct 12, 1997 ceasefire 
line’’ in place before the 
resumption of fighting last 
week. 

“We [Turkey, the United 
States and Britain] expect the 
PUK to retreat to this line.” die 
said. 

The Western source con- 
firmed that ‘foe PUK was 
asked to withdraw behind this 
line.” Asked whether the PUK 
had complied, she said at 1400 
GMT, “No.” 

The two groups stopped 
fighting Friday night in 
response to an appeal by 


delivery of the 150-kilometre 
range missiles was taken dur- 
ing talks last week in Ankara 
between Israeli army chief-of- 
staff. General Amnon Shahak, 
and Turkish government and 
military officials, it said. 

The missiles would be for 
use on Turkey’s U.S.-made F- 
16 and F-4 warplanes. 

Defence ministry officials 
were not immediately avail- 
able for comment on the 
report 

At foe end of his visit to 
Ankara, Gen. Shahak 
announced that Israel and 
Turkey had agreed in principle 
to jointly produce a new gener- 


Mr. Arafat's efforts to 
crack down on radicals 
were undermined when Mr. 
Netanyahu earlier this 
month had to release Hamas 
spiritual leader Sheikh 


Turkey, the United States and 
Britain, the co-sponsors of the 
KDP-PUK peace process 
begun October 1996 in 
Ankara. Last year s ceasefire 
came after two months of 
dashes in September and 
October when the KDP, 
backed by Iraqi forces, seized 
PUK-held territory including 
Iraqi Kurdistan’s main city. 
ErbU. 

The two groups have been 
fighting sporadically since 
1994 over the sharing of power 
and revenues from bonier 
trade. 

They have been in control of 
northern Iraq since the Gulf 
warm 1991 in which Iraq was 
driven out of Kuwait. 

PUK and KDP representa- 
tives in Ankara were not avail- 
able Monday afternoon. 

However; the United 
Nations announced from 
Baghdad Monday that the 
KDP and PUK had promised 
to let the agency continue dis- 


ation of Popeye II missiles with 
air-to-ground capabilities and a 
longer range than the Popeye L 

News of the joint missile 
programme drew sharp criti- 
cism from Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa. 

“These are not positive 
changes and will absolutely 
trigger an arms race and create 
new tensions in the region.” 
Mr. Musa said Sunday. 
"Turkey is a brother state and a 
friend and is capable of recon- 
sidering this policy.” he said. 

Israel and Turkey significant- 
ly boosted military ties last 
year with two major defence 
agreements which have drawn 


Ahmad Yassin in order to 
win the release of Israeli 
agents who botched a mur- 
der attempt against a Hamas 
leader, Khaled Misha’ al, in 
Jordan. 


tributing h umani tarian aid to 
the population of northern 
Iraq. 

UN. coordinator for human- 
itarian affair s Dennis Halliday 
obtained the commitments 
from Ml Talahani and Mr. 
Barzani, said foe UN. human- 
itarian affair s spokesman in 
Baghdad, Eric Fait 

Mr. Fait said that the flow of 
food “has not been interrupt- 
ed” by the fighting but “has 
been made very difficult in 
some areas as in the zooes 
where foe UN. didn't have 
access to its trucks.” 

The two rival groups “bor- 
rowed” the UN. trucks for 
military purposes. However, 
they agreed to ream the trucks 
they ted taken. 

Halliday travelled to north- 
ern Iraq Wednesday to ask die 
KDP and PUK to stop fight- 
ing, not to temper UN. 
humanitarian operations and to 
let a polio vaccination cam- 
paign proceed. 


— report 

sharp criticism from Arab 
states. 

The centrepiece of the agree- 
ments was a $630 million deal 
to have Israel upgrade Turkey’s 
fleet of F-4 fighter jets. 

The two countries also 
agreed on a series of joint train- 
ing exercises, including air 
manoeuvres over Turkey 
which prompted alarm in 
neighbouring Syria. 

A joint military manoeuvre 
between Turkey, Israel and the 
US. in foe eastern Mediter- 
ranean had also been planned 
for next month but was post- 
poned following angry reac- 
tion from Arab states and Iran. 


North Iraq calm but tense before ceasefire’s end 


Israel to speed up missile sales to Turkey 



ALGERIA ELECTIONS: An Algerian woman buys newspaper in the streets of 
Algiers prior to the next municipal elections in Algeria on October 23. Suspected 
Muslim mili tants killed 21 people in a series of attacks in Algeria at the weekend in 
the run-up to local elections (Reuters photo) 

Iraq urges Syria and Turkey to reach 
three-way water sharing agreement 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
called on Syria and Turkey 
on Monday to find a way to 
share the waters of the 
Tigris and Euphrates rivers 
fairly between the three 
countries, the official INA 
news agency reported. 

In a letter sent Monday to 
the Arab League, the Iraqi 
Foreign Ministry asked 
Syria and Turkey to agree 
upon and apply an “equi- 
table system for sharing the 
waters of the Tigris and 
Euphrates within a year." 
the agency reported. 

The letter also accused 
Ankara of “hindering 


efforts to find a solution to 
the problem of sharing 
water in order to obtain a 
larger share of water” for 
Turkey. 

Iraq and Syria fear that 
dam construction by 
Turkey at the rivers' head- 
waters would reduce the 
flow reaching Iraq and 
Syria. 

The Euphrates, originat- 
ing in the mountains of 
Turkey, flows through 
Syria to Iraq. The Tigris, 
from the same origins, 
flows further east directly 
to Iraq. 

Iraq has given increasing 


importance to its water sup- 
ply as it seeks to develop its 
long-neglected agricultural 
sector. The development is 
intended to offset the 
effects of U.N. trade sanc- 
tions slapped on Iraq fol- 
lowing Baghdad’s invasion 
of Kuwait in 1990. 

According to a 1987 pro- 
tocol governing use of the 
Euphrates, an average of 
500 cubic metres of water 
per second are to flow 
downstream ro Syria, while 
5S per cent of that amount 
is to continue downstream 
to Iraq. 


South Lebanon truce committee meets today 


BEIRUT (AFP) — The 
international committee 
monitoring a truce in south 
Lebanon will meet on Tues- 
day to discuss a complaint 
filed by Lebanon, Lebanese 
officials said Monday. 

Lebanon filed a com- 
plaint with the committee 
after two civilians were 
wounded Friday in the 
south during shelling by the 
Israeli military. 


The committee oversees 
the April 1996 ceasefire 
agreement between Israel 
and Hizbollah under which 
they agreed not to target 
civilians or cany out 
attacks from civilian areas. 

The panel, which includes 
representatives of France, 
Israel, Lebanon. Syria and 
the U.S.. is to meet Tuesday 
at the LT.N. Interim Forces 
In Lebanon headquarters at 


Naqoura near the Israeli 
border. 

Israel’s self-declared 
“security zone” stretches 
across a 15-kilometre strip 
in south Lebanon. 

Hizbollah is leading the 
fight to push Israel out of 
Lebanon, although it has 
said it will continue attack- 
ing the Jewish state even if 
it withdraws. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

14:10 Sandokan 

14:30 .C.R.O. 

15:00 Skippy 

16:00 .The Album Show 

16 ; 30 . .Square One T.V. 

17:00 French Programmes 

19:00 -.News in Bench 

19 JO News Headlines 

19J5 — .Sarah 

20:00 .Coach 

20:30..— -.Encounter 

21:10 Hollywood Remembers 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Great Defender 

23:15 1 Remember Nelson 

23-39 .End of TLX. 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:21 Fajr 

05:39 — (Sunrise) Duha 

11:20.- - -Dhuhr 

14:32 ‘Asr 

17:02 — Maghreb 

18:19. ‘Isha 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweffieh.TeL 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 

Tel. 632785. 

St Joseph Church TeL 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 



De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra San eta Church TeL 

622366 

Anglican Church TeL 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
. Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

'TeL 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 

TeL 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
TeL 824328. 

Gmnan-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932 

Church oF Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish TeL 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Relative cold weather conditions 
will prevail with skies partly 
cloudy. There will be a chance of 
scattered showers and winds 
westerly to northwesterly mod- 
erate to active. In Aqaba, skies 



1^1 - .iir ■ .v, 

will be partly cloudy, winds 
northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 


Amman 

Aqaba 


Deserts 

Jordan Valley . 


13/20 

- — 19/29 
. — 11/23 
- — 19/29 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 20, Aqaba 28 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 58 per 
cent, Aqaba 32 percent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Mukhks Mazahrah .820425 
Dc WissamHzayyin — 748563 

Dr MinitberAl Qraini 779959 

Dn Abdul Hadilhyyim 620115 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy .637055 

Al Satem pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy — 644945 
Shmeisam pharmacy ...637660 
Nairoukb pharmacy ...623672 
Najib pharmacy — 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ghazi Th’amneh 250080 

Al Quds pharmacy { — '] 

ZARQA: 


Dr. Sabh Saffari ni 987565 

Khafif eh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre ..6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Dept 661111 

Gvil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue ....630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency ..199 
Rescue Police 192, 621111, 
637777 

Eire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police -843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

.....630321 

Hotel Complaints ... 605800 

Price Complaints .......661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints ........... 787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Ahdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television .773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan .... 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 


Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 

0853200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08- 

53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalidj Matanhy....644281/6 

Akfleh Maternity .642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

.....^64362 

Malhas, J. Amman .....636140 
Palestine, Shmefeani ...607071 
S h m d sani Hospital — 669131 
University Hospital — 845845 
Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 
The Mamie, Abdafi 666126/37 

Al-AhUjAbdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir .775111/26 

Army, Marka .89161 1/15 

Queen Ate Hospital 
602240/50 i 

Amal Hospital 6741 55 

The Arab Centre for Heart 

and Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zaixja Govt Ebqptal (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Urn Sina Hospital ..(09)986732 


• ' : 

Al Hikma Modern Hospital 
rnoiognoon 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basina Hospital 

ifrilTKW 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 

lQ2}27' ,r 75 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 
(02J247100 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
AIRPORT 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:05 Sanaa (RJ i 

07:05... .....Damascus (RJ) 

09:15 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:25 - Beirut <RJ) 

09-J55 Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

09:40 Muscat, Dubai (RJ ) 

09:45. -Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

16:15 — Cairo (Rj) 

16:30 — -London (RJ) 

16:40 — — FranlduniRT) 

17:30 Chicago, Amsterdam (RJ i 

Other Flights 

08:00 - Cairo (MS) 

12.-00 Riyadh (SV) 

13:30 Dubai (EK) 

15:40 Istnabul (DC) 

16:45 -..Doha (OF) 


17:05 Kiev(6LT) 

20i 30 Tel Aviv(LY) 

21:50 . Aden (IY) 

22:35 .Lamaca(CY) 

22:45 -Amsterdam (KL) 

23:55 Bucharest (RO) 

00:25 Jakarta (GA) 

02:00 — Rome (AZ) 

03; 25 -London (BA) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

07:45 Aqaba (RW) 

09:05 ...Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
09^0 Amman iMarka Airport) 
(RW) 

17:20 .Tel Aviv 

(RW) 

38=30 ....Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

21:20 Aqaba i RW) 

22:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 


departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

Beirut (RJ) 

Aqaba (add) (RJj 

08:00 Amsterdam. New York 
(RJ; 

Aqaba, Paris (RJ) 

11:2^ — Vienna, Frankfurt ( RJ I 

Geneva. Brussels (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

^ :20 Pans, Brussels 

(RJ) 



20:25 


20:40 


21.-00 

..Abu Dhobi, Dubai (RJ; 

Other Flights 

03 JO 


09:00 


16:40 


18:00.. 


18:05 


19:15 


21:50 


22:50 


0035 


01:25 


01:30. 


03:00 


03:00 


Royai Wings (RW) Flights 
06:45 Amman {Marka Airport) 

(RWi 


08:15 


09 JO 

...Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

17:45 Amman (Marka Airport) 

(RW) 


17:55 . 

.Tel Aviv (RW) 

2(h30 

..Amman (QAIA) (RW 

21:50 

.Aqaba (RW) 
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Home News 


Jordan limes, Tuesday, October 21, 1997 


Five killed, eight injured after bus 
collides with trucks near Jewideh 


By Rana Hnsseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Five people 
were killed and eight were 
injured, including two criti- 
cally, Monday morning in a 
road collision near Jewideh 
Bridge, south of Amm an, 
police and Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) offi- 
cials said. 

According to police offi- 
cials, the accident, which 
occurred at 7:20 a.m. on the 
Amman -Khrei bet A1 Souq 
Highway, involved a pick- 
up truck, a bus, and two 


trailers. 

A police official told the 
Jordan Times that the bus 
was driving beside the pick- 
up truck on a four-lane 
road, “when suddenly the 
pick-up truck changed its 
course and struck the bus, 
which was speeding,” 

'The impact caused the 
bus to jump across the 
divider and smash into two 
oncoming trailers," the 
police official said. 

The collision killed five 
people immediately, includ- 
ing the bus driver, and com- 
pletely wrecked the bus, he 


added. 

Traffic officials blamed 
the driver of the bus for 
speeding, and the pick-up 
truck driver for swerving 
into the wrong lane. 

The five people who were 
killed on impact were iden- 
tified by officials as Nawaf 
Fawaz. 23, the bus driver. 
Wa’el Adnan, 22, Ahmad 
Mohammad Hussein, 25, 
Mohammad Khali d, 34. 
and Rami Hass an, 23. 

The injured were rushed 
to A1 Bashir Hospital in 
Amman by CDD rescue 
reams. 


Investigation procedures 
contested in attack plot trial 


By Rana Hnsseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The trial of 
four men accused of plot- 
ting attacks against Israel 
opened Monday at the State 
Security Court with the 
defence team contesting the 
investigation procedures. 

Abdul Rahim Yousef 
Safarini, 25. Mujahed 
Abdul Jawad, 29, Sa’oud 
Mohammad Khalieleh, 24, 
and his brother, Issa 21, are 
officially charged by the 
slate with possession of 
illegal explosives (hand 
grenades) and automatic 
weapons with illicit intent 

At the beginning of the 
session. Presiding Judge 
Colonel Yousef . Faouri 
informed the four defen- 
dants of the charges pressed 
against them and asked for 
their plea. 


Defence Attorneys 
Mohammad Dweik and 
Mohammad Hantoush pre- 
sented a five-page state- 
ment contesting the investi- 
gation procedures by the 
prosecution 

State Prosecutor Mah- 
moud Obeidat asked the 
court for time to prepare a 
response to the attorneys’ 
charge. 

The court tribunal agreed 
and set Ocl 26 to hear the 
prosecution’s arguments. 

The charge sheet stated 
that the four men, who met 
in June, had planned to 
infiltrate Israel through 
Wadi Araba in southern 
Jordan during the month of 
Ramadan. 

The four however, were 
apprehended by authorities 
before carrying out any 
attacks. 

Prosecutor Obeidat con- 


firmed Monday that the 
four men are affiliate d to 
the outlawed group Bay’ at 
A1 Imam (pledge of alle- 
giance to the leader), of 
which 10 of its 13 members 
received prison terms rang- 
ing from two years to life 
imprisonment after being 
convicted by the State 
Security Court on charges 
of attempted sabotage and 
of slandering His Majesty 
King Hussein. 

“Our investigations indi- 
cated that these four defen- 
dants were part of the 
Bay ’at A1 Imam group,’’ 
Prosecutor Obeidat told the 
Jordan Tunes. 

The group followers 
believe themselves to be the 
true followers of the Islam- 
ic faith and do not attend 
mosque prayers or schools 
because they reject the 
entire system. 


Ministry examining new 
political parties law — Rashid 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister 
of Interior Nathir Rashid 
said his ministry is studying 
a new political parties law, 
which be said will better 
accommodate political 
developments and the 
requirements of the next 
century, according to a 
report published in Al Dus- 
tour Arabic daily. 

The minister said the new 
draft law will deal with 
loopholes in the present 
law, primarily the question 
of the minimum number of 
founding members of a 


party, which at present is 
50. 

Mr. Rashid said these 
studies and ideas involved 
in the draft law will be sub- 
mitted to the public -via the 
media so they can be fully 
discussed by the public and 
political groups prior to 
drawing up the draft law. 

The government will then 
refer it to the new Parlia- 
ment to debate it and 
approve it in its final ver- 
sion, according to the min- 
ister. 

Mr. Rashid said his min- 


istry has discovered that 
some political parties have 
violated the present law and 
asked them to adjust to and 
abide by the regulations, 
especially with regard to 
the presentation of state- 
ments on their budgets and 
financial resources to the 
ministry. 

He said the ministry has 
asked these parties to con- 
form to the regulations by 
the end of 1997, warning 
that the ministry intends to 
re-examine these budgets at 
that time. 


Seminar examining media, 
press freedoms opens next week 


AMMAN (J.T.) — AJ Urdun 
Al Jadid Research Centre 
announced Monday that it is 
holding a seminar entitled 
“The Media and Press Free- 
doms in Jordan" on Ocl 28- 
29, in conjunction with the 
London-based ARTICLE for 
freedom of expression and 
the Amm an-based Arab 
Media International (AMT). 

According to the 
announcement the seminar 
will revolve around eight 
main axes and a roundtable 
meeting, during which 13 
working papers will be 
reviewed. 

The first axis, entitled 
The Assessment of the 
Press since the Start of 
Democracy” entails review- 
ing a working paper on the 


work of the media and the 
press since 1989 and will be 
chaired by Mahmoud Sharif, 
chief editor of Al Dustour 
daily. 

The second axis, entitled 
‘The Impact of Amend- 
ments to the Press and Publi- 
cations Law on Journalism 
and Journalists,” will review 
four papers and will be 
chaired by Laila Sharaf, a 
senate member. 

The third axis, entitled 
"The Facts about the Jordan- 
ian Press,” will discuss sev- 
eral working papers dealing 
with the daily and weekly 
press and the political parties 
papers, and will be chaired 
by M ahm oud Al Kayed, Al 
Ra’i board chairperson. 

The fourth axis, entitled 


“Parliament, the Judiciary, 
and Press Freedom” will be 
chaired by Amman Mayor 
Mamdouh Abbadi. 

The fifth axis, entitled 
“Elections as Portrayed by 
the Media,” will be chaired 
by Abdul Dab Khatib, for- 
mer minister of tourism and 
antiquities. 

The sixth axis is entitled 
Technology vis-a-vis the 
Media and Press and the 
Public,” and will be chaired 
by Ihsan Ramzi, director 
general of the Jordan Radio 
and Television Corporation. 

The seventh is entitled 
The Press and Informa- 
tion,” and will be chaired by 
Ali Mahafea, professor of 
history at the University of 
Jordan. 


Majali predicts economic 
growth during visit to Ajloun 


WHAT 


GOING 


FILM 

* “Golden Eye" at the British Council. Jabal 
Amman at 6:00 p.m. 

EUROPEAN FILM FESTIVAL 

* Swedish film "Elvira Madigan” and 
British film “Sense and Sensibility” at the 
Royal Cultural Centre at 4:30 p.m. and 8:00 
p.m. respectively. 

CONCERT 

* Musical performance by Freddy For Music 
at the Royal Cultural Centre at 6:00 p.m. 

EYHDBITIONS 

* Ceramics exhibition by Ra’d Dlaimi ar 
Orfali Art Gallery, Umm Utheina, until OcL 
30. 

* “Oriental Gem Trees" by Larifi Hamdan at 


the Royal Cultural Centre, until Oct. 23. 

* Paintings by Iraqi artist Walid NasraUah at 
Hammomabi An Gallery, Gardens Street, until 
Ocl 28. 

* Paintings by Abdul Qader Bakheet at Insti- 
tute Cervantes, Jabal Amman, until OCL 30. 

* Works by Iraqi artist Ali Al-Ebadi at Bal- 
adna An Gallery, Gardens Street, until Ocl 23 
(Tel. 5537598). 

* The Project of the Essence: Aspects of the 
Italian Paintings in the 90s,” at the Faculty of 
Fme Arts. Yarmouk University, until OcL 22. 

* Exhibition of paintings and weaving enti- 
tled “Murmurs of Our Land" by Riham Ghas- 
sib and Bani Hamida at Bani H ami da House 
fly. 658896/7), until Ocl 30. 

* Exhibition of Catalan masters of the 20th 
century entitled "Aura Mediteninia" at the 
Jordan National Gallery of Fine Arts, until 
OcL 28 (except Tuesdays). 


Monday’s crash was the 
sixth-worst reported road 
accident to take place in the 
Kingdom this year. 

On July 9, eight Saudi 
nationals were killed and 
22 more injured in a road 
collision that involved a pri- 
vate transportation bus and 
a truck near Rewished bor- 
ders. 

Police records stated that 
2,292 people were killed 
and 63,505 were injured in 
138,150 road accidents in 
the Kingdom in the past 
five years. 

Second 
national 
products 
fair opens 
today in 
Khartoum 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
will open its second nation- 
al fair in Khartoum today, 
displaying samples of Jor- 
danian products by 32 com- 
panies and other businesses 
in a bid to boost Jordanian- 
Sudanese trade relations. 

Sudanese Minister of For- 
eign Trade Othman Hadi 
will formally open the 
seven-day lair, which was 
organised by the Jordanian 
Tirade Association (JTA) in 
conjunction with the Jordan 
Exports Development and 
Commercial Centres Cor- 
poration (JEDCO), accord- 
ing to JTA Director General 
„ Hglim Abu Rahmeh. 

Mr. Abu Rahmeh, who 
along with Kamal Qaqish, 
JTA vice president will 
leave Wednesday for Khar- 
toum, said the firms repre- 
sent various economic sec- 
tors and the event is 
designed to orient the 
Sudanese public and private 
sectors on the products. 

The Jordanian delegation 
and businesspeople will 
tour public and private sec- 
tor projects and discuss 
prospects for joint ventures, 
according to Mr. Abu Rah- 
meh, who said the Jordan- 
ian firms were encouraged 
to hold a second fair in 
Khartoum following the 
success of the previous lair, 
held in 1995, wheD Jordan- 
ian firms concluded numer- 
ous deals. 

The trade balance 
between the two countries is 
beaviliy in favour of Sudan, 
which last year imported 
JD10.7 million worth of 
goods against JD14.6 mil- 
lion exported to the King- 
dom, he said. 

In the first five mouths of 
this year, he said Jordan 
exported JD4.9 million in 
goods and imported JD8.4 
million worth of Sudanese 
products. 

Jordan sells medicine, 
veterinary medicine, 

cement, paint, tomato paste, 
paper, plastic products, gas 
ranges, engineering prod- 
ucts, and potash, and buys 
Sudanese meat, melon 
seeds, and molasses, 
according to Mr. Abu Rah- 
meh. 


AJLOUN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
Monday said he expected 
Jordan to realise a six per 
cent economic growth in 
1997 now that the Kingdom 
has succeeded in reducing 
imports and increasing 
exports and has adopted a 
package of new regulations 
concerning the national 
economy. 

During a visit to the Ajloun 
Govemorate, where he met 
with the local executive 
council, the prime minister 

said Jordan was moving 
steadily forward and his gov- 
ernment was continuing the 
implementation of the eco- 
nomic restructuring pro- 
gramme that started in 1989 
and ends next year. 

The government is dedicat- 


ed to maximising invest- 
ments, balancing trade, and 
raising the rate of national 
income, and will pursue pri- 
vatisation to enable the pri- 
vate sector to handle its activ- 
ities in a free, competitive 
atmosphere, according to the 
prime minister. 

Dr. Majali pointed out that 
the dinar is now stronger 
than it has been for 15 years 
and has become a convertible 
currency on foreign markets. 
He added that die Central 
Bank of Jordan’s foreign cur- 
rency reserves are worth 
JD1.5 billion. 

Referring to Jordan’s rela- 
tions with Arab countries, be 
said these relations are broth- 
erly and stronger than they 
have ever been. 

On the peace process. Dr. 


Majali said Jordan was seek- 
ing a comprehensive peace 
involving all parties, includ- 
ing Syria. Lebanon, and 
Palestine, adding that any 
Arab achievement will be 
good for the entire Arab 
Nation. 

Jordan is also seeking to 
establish the Arab common 
market, because it is a neces- 
sary component for pan- 
Arab unity, he continued. 

The government’s main 
tasks include organising the 
upcoming general elections, 
pursuing economic reform 
programmes, continuing the 
peace process, and address- 
ing internal issues, including 
the faults in die public 
administration system, he 
said. 

The prime minister lis- 


tened to Ajloun Governor 
Abdul Latif Tarawneh out- 
line the general situation in 
the govemorate and the main 
projects underway. The gov- 
ernor also presented a brief- 
ing on preparations for the 
Nov. 4 elections, noting that 
the total number of registered 
voters stands at 57,822 who 
can cast ballots at 44 voting 
centres. 

After Ajloun, the prime 
minis ter visited Jerash, 
where he met the executive 
council and reviewed general 
issues in the govemorate. 

He listened to a briefing by 
Governor Khamis Abu Salim 
on the preparations for the 
general elections. According 
to the governor, a total of 
53,177 citizens are registered 
for the upcoming elections. 


Government health professionals hold 
two-hour strike, plan further measures 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Doctors, den- 
tists, and pharmacists 
employed by the govern- 
ment Monday observed a 
two-hour work stoppage 
from 10 a.m. until noon to 
support earlier demands for 
bettor pay, but Minis ter of 
Health and Medical Care 
Ashraf Kindi informed the 
strikers that the government 
would not succumb to unre- 
alistic demands. 

The strikers are demand- 
ing an amendment to the 
pension scheme that would 
provide two-thirds of then- 
overall active service salary, 
a 35 per cent allowance for 
their full-time government 
walk, an increase of their 
professional allowance .from 
90 per cent to 120 per cent 
on the basic salary, and pay- 
ment of 60 per cent of the 
total amount collected by 
hospitals as treatment foes. 

The strikers said the gov- 
ernment has delayed in 
meeting these demands for 
nine years and they are 
determined to increase the 
work stoppage Tuesday to 
three hours, Wednesday to 
four hours, and Saturday to a 
full day. 

The strikers held a meet- 
ing at Al Bashir Hospital, 
where they announced that 
their strike was not political- 
ly motivated, but by their 
professional rights. 

Faleh TawiL director of 



Public sector health care professionalstake to the streets Monday after leaving their 
jobs on a two-hour strike. The strikers say they will escalate the strikes unless the 
government meets their demands (Petra photo) 


services at the Ministry of 
Health and Medical Care, 
urged the strikers to desist, 
stressing that Dr. Kurdi was 
trying to solve their prob- 
lems. 

Bassem Dajani, Jordan 
Medical Association presi- 
dent and spokesperson for 
the three associations, said 
the strikers are willing to 
bold a dialogue with the 
government to reach a solu- 
tion. 

The strikers are going 
ahead with their plans unless 


their demands are met he 
said. 

Basem Kiswani, a mem- 
ber of the ministry’s doc- 
tors’ committee, said reports 
from the various gover- 
norates affirmed that the 
two-hour strike was 
observed. 

Dr. Kurdi said the ministry 
understands die strikers’ 
demands and will try to do 
what is possible to meet 
them. 

He said it is not logical nor 
humanitarian to leave 


patients unattended for the 
sake of backing demands for 
salary increases and urged 
the members of the three 
associations to call off die 
work stoppages. 

Stating that the negotia- 
tions with the government 
woe still going on. Dr. 
Kurdi said die government 
will not succumb to unrea- 
sonable demands, but 
stressed that the agreements 
reached between the two 
sides two years ago will be 
implemented. 


Pro-boycott groups release ‘salvation plan’ 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Opposition par- 
ties, professional associa- 
tions, and independent per- 
sonalities campaigning for 
the boycott of the Nov. 4 
polls have endorsed a 
“national salvation plan” for 
political, social and econom- 
ic reforms. 

’Boycotting the elections is 
not our ultimate goal, but 
rather the expression of what 
the genera] situation in the 
country has become," a docu- 
ment released by the group 
said. 

Opposing the Arab-Israeli 
peace process, the plan called 
for the annulment of the Wadi 
Araba treaty, the “support of 
the Palestinian struggle 
against Zionist occupation,” 
and the rejection of Jordan as 


the substitute homeland for 
the Palestinians, the so-called 
“Jordanian option.” 

On the domestic level, the 
salvation plan demanded tbe 
repeal of die May amend- 
ments to the Press and Publi- 
cations Law, which it said 
“prevents citizens from exer- 
cising their constitutional 
right of freedom of expres- 
sion." 

The document also request- 
ed the abolition of the centra- - 
versial one-person, one-vote 
system^ introduced with a 
temporary law shortly before 
the 1993 elections and 
endorsed by the outgoing 
12th PariiamenL Opposition 
parties have rejected the cur- 
rent electoral formula on the 
grounds that it encourages 
tribalism. 

In a society where tribal ties 
remain consistently power- 


ful they say, voters will tend 
to follow familial rather than 
political affiliations, if 
allowed to express one pref- 
erence only. 

The salvation plan also 
accused various governments 
of “interfering with the legiti- 
mate work of professional 
associations, political parties, 
and civic societies.” 

In the first chapter, dedicat- 
ed to political reforms, the 
document called for a strict 
implementation of tbe Con- 
stitution rather than for spe- 
cific constitutional amend- 
ments. 

The separation between the 
three functions of the state 
must be respected, the oppo- 
sition parties urged, adding 
that the “constitutional text 
should be activated in all its 
parts, especially the section 
that states die nation is the 


source of all three powers.” 
One of the key points in the 
opposition parties’ plan for 
national salvation is “ensur- 
ing the total indepen ctence of 
the judicial authority and pre- 
venting the executive authori- 
ty from interfering in any 
way with the judiciary.” 

In a chapter dedicated to 
economic reforms, the plan 
adopted an anti-privatisation 
and protectionist approach, 
calling for a wider role of the 
private sector and a bait to 
“foreign and Zionist invest- 
ments in our firms and eco- 
nomic institutions.” 

On tbe social and cultural 
level tbe salvation plan 
opposed all forms of cultural 
normalisation with the Jew- 
ish state and upheld conserv- 
ative stands on education and 
youth issues. 


Amman Chamber of Industry urges citizens to vote 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Amman Chamber of Industry 
has called cm citizens to exer- 
cise their constitutional right of 
voting in the upcoming general 
elections and choose candi- 
dates who will work to enhance 
(he national economy, encour- 
age investment, and attract for- 
eign capital to be invested in 
Jordanian projects to create 
jobs and boost exports. 

In a statement published 
recently in the local Arabic 
dailies, the chamber said the 
country needs to bolster inter- 
Arab economic relations as a 
step in the creation of a pan- 
Arab free trade zone. 

The chamber’s council held a 
meeting last Thursday to study 


its position on the parliamen- 
tary elections, slated for Nov. 4, 
and reviewed various candi- 
dates’ positions, according to 
the statemenL 

They found that all of them 
pledge to uphold national poli- 
cies concerning Jordan’s rela- 
tions with Arab and foreign 
countries and support fee coun- 
try’s democracy and political 
pluralism, the statement contin- 
ued. 

These candidates adhere to 
the principles of free expression 
and respect of human rights, 
seek to encourage the sense of 
national belonging, support 
trends strengthening Jordan’s 
in trins ic capabili ties, and sup- 
port the rights of all citizens to 


acquire decent work and 
achieve prosperity for the coun- 
try, the statement added. 

The candidates have all 
expressed their intention to sup- 
port the private sector’s initia- 
tives to enhance its role in the 
construction of the national 
economy and to utilise the 
Kingdom’s human and natural 
resources through expanding 
vocational and university edu- 
cation, the statement contimied. 

It said investment in educa- 
tion is the right channel for cre- 
ativity, productivity, and devel- 
opment, and for addressing foe 
challenges facing tbe notion. 

The Chamber of Industry, 
which represents a large and 
important economic sector, 


calls for the concentration of 
efforts, in conjunction with Par- 
iiamenL to achieve sustainable 
economic and social develop- 
ment and enable the executive 
authority to cany out projects 
that can achieve this objective, 
according to the statement 
Referring to the previous Par- 
liaments, the Chamber said 
they cooperated with the gov- 
ernment in studying and pass- 
ing economic laws that have 
had a far-reaching, positive 
impact on economic develop- 
ment and investment and yield- 
ed positive results, including 
increasing Jordan’s exports, 
creating jobs, contributing to 
boosting the gross domestic 
product and further enhancing 


the country’s political and secu- 
rity climates. 

These consultations and 
meetings have had a positive 

effect cm modernising tbe coun- 
try’s laws, especially those per- 
taining to the economy. 

Thanlting the prcrious Parlia- 
ment for theft efforts, the state- 
ment said the Chamber appre- 
ciates the deputies for their 
understanding of the private 
sector's situation and its aspira- 
tions and expressed hope that 
the Chamber will cooperate 
with the next Parliament in 
order to pass further economic 
legislation, such as the customs 
law, with tbe purpose of giving 
momentum to sotio-economic 
development 
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Russian government, parliament 


compromise; truce nears 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
Russian government and the 
opposition-dominated par- 
liament reached an accord 
on greater cooperation 
Monday, helping to defuse a 
crisis in which the 
Communists had threatened 
to stage a no-confidence 
vote. 

The executive and legisla- 
ture were able “to agree on 
all the main questions,” 
Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin told Interfax 
two days ahead of 
Wednesday’s planned no- 
confidence vote in the 
Lower House of Parliament 

The breakthrough was 
reached in talks at the 
Kremlin between President 
Boris Yeltsin, 

Chernomyrdin, the speaker 
of the lower house Gennady 
Seleznev and speaker of the 
upper house Yegor Stroyev. 

Mr. Cheromyrdin, who 
had threatened last week to 
resign if a no-confidence 
vote went against him, said 
the negotiations bad been 


“very constructive.” 

Mr. Seleznev, himself a 
Co mmuni st, told reporters: 
“I do not rule out that 
deputies who initiated this 
(no-confidence motion) 
could remove their signa- 
tures from the motion.” 

Alexander Shokhin. 
leader of the pro-govern- 
ment Out Home is Russia 
party^ said neither the gov- 
ernment nor parliament had 
wanted “to put each other in 
a comer.” 

According to Interfax, the 
government agreed to sever- 
al of the leftist opposition’s 
demands for dropping 
Wednesday’s vote, includ- 
ing holding regular meet- 
ings of Mr. Yeltsin, the pre- 
mier, and parliamentary 
speakers. 

Expanded consultations 
will also be held with the 
participation of parliamen- 
tary faction leaders in a 
rou ndtab le, Mr. 

Chernomyrdin said, with 
the first item to be the oppo- 
sition's fight against plans 


by Mr. Yeltsin to expand 
land privatisation. 

In addition, the parliament 
will be able to put observers 
at the first and second tele- 
vision stations, which the 
Communists accuse of run- 
ning pro- Yeltsin news cov- 
erage, and may be able to 
start a parliamentary news- 
paper. 

Mr. Seleznev said that 
softening the impact of a cut 
in housing subsidies would 
be negotiated by a parlia- 
ment-government commis- 
sion and that there were also 
plans to compensate savers 
whose deposits were wiped 
out by inflation and eco- 
nomic reforms in 1992. 

However, with the two 
sides still wide apart on the 
government’s tough 199S 
draft budget, proposed tax 
code, land reform plans and 
other economic reforms, it 
was unclear whether the 
opposition could be placat- 
ed 

Communist Party leader 
Gennady Zyuganov told 


Djukanovic confirmed as winner, 
but his rival complains on vote 


PODGORICA, Yugoslavia. 
(AFP) — Montenegrin 
reformist premier Milo 
Djukanovic was confirmed 
Monday by the official 
electoral commission as the 
winner of the republic’s 
presidential vote at the 
weekend. 

Mr. Djukanovic scraped 
in with just 6,328 votes 
ahead of his rival, former 
president Momir Bulatovic, 
after 98 per cent of the bal- 
lots cast in Sunday’s vote 
were counted, deputy head 
of the commission, Miras 
Radovic said. 

Definitive official results 
for the second round which 
had a turnout of 72.91 per 
cent will be released 
Monday evening, Mr. 
Radovic added. 

Mr. Radovic said Mr. 
Bulatovic had submitted 
two appeals to the commis- 
sion concerning voter regis- 
tration which would be 
examined. 

After tiie first round of 
vote on Oct. 5, 
Djukanovic’s electoral 
headquarters and the 
Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE), which is monitor- 
ing the polls, said that the 
register of voters should be 
checked, since many voters 
had not been listed. 

Some 9,000 mostly 
young voters were subse- 
quently added to the voter 
list. 


“Djukanovic managed to 
attract many young people 
to remember their right to 
vote. They finally under- 
stand that the vote can 
influence their own future,” 
Milan Popovic, a local 
journalist said. 

The OSCE said it would 
give its comment on the 
vote Tuesday, and indepen- 
dent observers from the 
British Helsinki 

Committee, who also mon- 
itored the vote, said that no 
major incidents were 
reported. 

The vote for 
Montenegrins was a choice 
between greater autonomy 
for . their republic, within 
rump Yugoslavia, the plat- 
form offered by Mr. 
Djukanovic, or uncondi- 
tional alliance with Serbia, 
favoured by Mr. Bulatovic. 

In the capital Podgorica, 
Mr. Djukanovic’s support- 
ers were still celebrating 
their candidate’s victory 
midday Monday. 

After his victory was 
announced earlier in the 
day by the electoral com- 
mission, fireworks sparkled 
over Podgorica sky while 
hundreds of cars were dri- 
ving along the main boule- 
vard 

“This is the only right 
president for our 
Montenegro,” a young man 
draped in a Montenegrin 
flag yelled opening a huge 
bottle of champagne amid 


celebratory gunshots. 

Several couples were 
dancing in the square where 
Mr. Djukanovic’s electoral 
headquarters is located, 
while the crowd cheered 
“Viva Montenegro” and 
“Long live Milo!” 
Hundreds of cars made a 
deafening noise with their 
alarms and horns blowing. 

Supporters even came 
from Mr. Djukanovic’s 
hometown Niksic, driving 
for an hour along curvy 
mountain roads to the capi- 
tal, rushing to join the long- 
awaited fiesta in Podgorica. 

And everybody believed 
that the celebration marked 
the new beginning for tiny 
Montenegro. 

“So long, Bulatovic, wel- 
come Milo!” a huge graffiti 
in Montenegrin Republic 
Square said, while people 
passing by smiled at the 
words. 

Reports of the appeals 
filed by Mr. Bulatovic did 
not ease the euphoria. 

“He could complain as 
much as be wants to, but we 
won!” Zdravko Jerkovic, a 
25-year old student said. 

Mr. Bulatovic’s head- 
quarters remained closed 
for reporters Monday, and 
no official statement was 
made. 

The official results were 
expected around 8:00 p.m. 
Monday (1800 GMT), the 
commission said. 


Britain's Fergie begs royal 
forgiveness. Sun says 


LONDON (R) — Royal 
outcast the Duchess of 
York has written to 
Britain’s Queen Elizabeth 
appealing for forgiveness 
for her past misde- 
meanours, the Sun newspa- 
per said Monday. ; 

The duchess, popularly 
known as Fergie after her 
maiden name Ferguson, 
wrote a “long and rambling 
and very emotional" letter 
to the queen in the week 
following Princess Diana’s 
funeral last month, said the 
Sun. 

Buckingham Palace 
declined to comment on 
the Sun story. 

The tabloid believes 
Fergie’s overture was part 
of a plan to smooth the way 
for a reconciliation with 
the queen’s second son. 
Prince Andrew, from 
whom she was divorced 
early last year. 

Fergie also wrote to 
Diana's former husband, 
heir to the throne Prince 
Charles, and his sister 
Princess Anne, one of the 
most respected members of 
the royal family. 

Prince Charles and 
Princess Anne were 
“shocked”, said the Sun. 

“The letters are seen as a 
concerted attempt by 
Fergie to worm her way 


back into the royal family,” 
the paper quoted a senior 
royal official as saying. 

Fergie and Prince 
Andrew, 37, have made no 
secret of their still warm 
relationship. The couple 
are often seen in public 
together where they appear 
happy and relaxed, kissing 
and embracing one anoth- 
er. 

Fergie and her two 
daughters, Beatrice, 9, and 
Eugenie, 7, were with 
Prince Andrew at Diana’s 
funeral and she celebrated 
her 38th birthday last 
month at a dinner with her 
ex-husband. 

But the royal family will 
find it hard to forgive and 
forget the embarrassment 
Fergie caused them after 
her separation from 
Andrew in 1992. 

The red-haired duchess 
was photographed topless 
beside a sw immin g pool in 
France allowing an 
American friend she had 
described as her “financial 
adviser” to suck her toes 
while Beatrice and 
Eugenie looked on. 

Then she ran up debts of 
millions of pounds through 
a lifestyle of champagne, 
designer clothes and holi- 
days. The queen refused to 
ball her out. 


Fergie has repeatedly 
expressed remorse over her 
behaviour, but in her gaffe- 
prone way has continued to 
offend both the royals and 
the British public. 

Earlier this year, Fergie 
provoked a rift with Diana 
by revealing in her autobi- 
ography that she had 
caught vemiccas from bor- 
rowing ■ the princess's 
shoes. 

The two, who had been 
close friends and confi- 
dantes throughout their 
rocky royal marriages, 
reportedly had not spoken 
to one another for six 
months before Diana’s 
death in a Paris car crash 
on Aug. 31. 

Die duchess may have 
hoped that just as the roy- 
als bowed to public pres- 
sure to mourn openly for 
Diana, who like Fergie was 
ejected from the royal fold, 
it would now be willing to 
embrace another prodigal 
daughter. 

The Sun said this was 
unlikely. 

“It is understood the exis- 
tence of the letters has been 
deliberately leaked to the 
Sun because senior mem- 
bers of the royal family, 
including the queen, do not 
want Fergie to get back 
with Andrew,” it said. 


reporters that “for now we 
are not dropping” the no- 
confidence threat 

He said that Tuesday par- 
liamentary leaders will meet 
with Mr. Yeltsin. “We want 
to get guarantees from him, 
not promises, but acts.” 

In particular, Mr. Yeltsin 
should sign a law on gov- 
ernment which would 
change the way the govern- 
ment and parliament func- 
tion together. 

Grigory Yavlinsky, the 
leader of the free -market 
opposition party Yabloko, 
said he would only call a 
truce if the government 
changed its proposed tax 
code. 

If the lower house votes 
no-confidence twice within 
three months, Mr. Yeltsin 
must either fire his cabinet 
or disband the parliament 
and call new elections. A 
first attempt to vote no-con- 
fidence was abandoned Ocl 
15 after Mr. Yeltsin inter- 
vened to plead for compro- 
mise. 


War 

crimes 

court 

probes top 
Croatians ' 

STOCKHOLM(AFP) — A 
former prosecutor at the 
U.N. war crimes court in 
The Hague said Monday 
that top Croatian political 
and, military leaders are 
being investigated for 
alleged atrocities during a 
Croatian army arrack into 
Serb-held Croatia in 
August 1995. 

Court investigators are 
probing central figures in 
“Operation Storm,” the for- 
mer prosecutor, Erik 
Oestberg, revealed in an 
interview with Swedish 
daily Dagens Nyheter. “I 
would be surprised if 
‘Operation Storm’ did not 
lead to indictments at a 
very high level.” Mr. 
Oestberg told the paper, 
adding: T have not said 
(Croatian) President 
(Franjo) TudjmaD, but 
high-level people within 
the Croatian general staff.” 
As president, Mr. 
Tudjman was commander- 
in-chief of the Croatian 
Armed Forces. 

According to the newspa- 
per, Mr. Oestberg also said 
senior politicians were 
under investigation for 
their role in the alleged 
crimes. 

In a li ghtning offensive, 
the Croatian army retook 
Krajina, which had been 
controlled by Serbs since 
late 1991. The Croats heav- 
ily shelled Knin. the Serb 
“capital”, and columns of 
fleeing refugees were 
shelled. 

Croatian soldiers also 
used U.N. peacekeepers as 
human shields. 

The Swede gave the 
newspaper interview hav- 
ing just completed a two- 
and-a-half-year stint as a 
senior prosecutor in The 
Hague and is no longer 
under an obligation of 
secrecy. 

Mr. Oestberg said he was 
not involved with the inves- 
tigation, but said he knew 
of its existence. Without 
providing details, the 
Swede said it is being con- 
ducted by a special group 
within the tribunal’s prose- 
cution division tasked sole- 
ly with “Operation Storm." 

The former chief prose- 
cutor of the tribunal, 
Richard Goldstone, last 
year denied that such an 
investigation was ongoing. 

The tribunal has so far 
indicted 78 people. 
Included on that list are 20 
Croats, 15 of whom are 
now in prison. 

Mr. Oestberg, who was 
appointed to die tribunal in 
early 1995, has returned to 
Stockholm to retire. 
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Russian President Boris Yeltsin (right) shakes hands with Canadian Prime Minister 
Jean Chretien after their talks in the Kremlin. President Yeltsin marked the new per- 
sonal friendship with Chretien by confirming his backing to landsmines ban pact due 
to be signed in the Canadian capital (Reuter photo) 

Yeltsin gives apparent boost 
to landmines ban treaty 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
President Boris Yeltsin gave 
a fillip Monday to the inter- 
national treaty to ban anti- 
personnel mines, apparently 
softening Russian opposi- 
tion with a hint that he 
might travel to Canada for 
its formal signing. 

The Russian leader was. 
however, making no firm 
commitments. 

Speaking after a meeting 
here with Canadian Prime 
Minister Jean Chretien, Mr. 
Yeltsin said he did “not rule 
out” the possibility of going 
to Ottawa for the signing 
ceremony. And he stopped 
short of saying that he 
would sign the document if 
he did so. 

But Mr. Chretien prompt- 
ly took the opportunity to 
declare that “Boris Yeltsin 
and I see eye-to-eye on this 
problem.” 

Mr. Chretien recalled that 
mankind “pays a very 
heavy price” for the exis- 
tence of anti-personnel 
mines, and emphasised that 
most of the weapons’ vic- 
tims are children and other 
non-combatants. 

Canada has led efforts for 
a treaty to ban anti-person- 
nel mines, which is due to 
be signed in Ottawa in 
December, but Russia held 
back from endorsing the 
draft version hammered out 
in Oslo in September. 

Russia is one of the three 
major anti-personnel-mine 


producing nations, along 
with China and India. All 
three countries, and Iraq, 
South Korea and the United 
States, have refused to sign 
the draft treaty. 

Mr. Yeltsin advised 
reporters to “study very 
attentively” the text of a 
joint statement to which he 
and Mr. Chretien had just 
put their names. 

The Russian-language 
version of the statement 
quoted the Canadian leader 
as saying that he hoped 
Russia would “sign up as 
soon as possible to the con- 
vention banning anti-per- 
sonnel mines." and added 
that Russia “agreed with 
that opinion.” 

The joint statement went 
on to declare that “Russia is 
ready to cooperate in every 
way with all states which 
are interested in achieving 
the aims of the convention ” 

But Russia’s commit- 
ments went no further than 
. saying thar it would “extend 
the existing moratorium of 
exports of anti-personnel 
mines until a convention is 
signed in that sense.” 

So far. the official Russian 
line is that there are “techni- 
cal” reasons why it cannot 
support a ban on such 
weapons. 

Even after the break-up of 
the Soviet Union, Russia is 
the world’s largest country 
and has the longest stretch 
of frontier in the world, bor- 


dering on 12 other nations. 

Many military officers 
here argue that if Russia 
were to give up deploying 
anti-personnel mines along 
its borders, it would have to 
vastly increase the numbers 
of soldiers and police 
guarding its frontiers — a 
task which it has difficulty 
doing at current troop lev- 
els. 

Mr. Yeltsin's latest state- 
ment came 10 days after he 
told a summit conference of 
the 40-nation Council of 
Europe in the French city of 
Strasbourg: 

“We support and will sup- 
port the objective which we 
are pursuing in order to 
reach a solution and the 
signing of the convention.” 

Mr. Yeltsin was respond- 
ing to a call from summit 
host President Jacques 
Chirac of France to all 40 
countries “to sign the treaty 
on a total ban on anti-per- 
sonnel mines agreed last 
month in Oslo.”. Mr. 
Chretien arrived in Moscow 
Saturday, on a five-day visit. 

Apart from the subject of 
anti-personnel mines, 
which figured in his discus- 
sions with Mr. Yeltsin 
Sunday, he and the Russian 
leader are due to talk about 
trade relations between 
their two countries which 
are generally regarded as 
under-developed by com- 
parison with their political 
relations. 


Smog hits Malaysia again 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— Changing wind patterns 
have brought smog back to 
Malaysia but meteorologists 
said Monday the haze 
would end with the arrival 
of monsoon rains next 
month. 

In Kuala Lumpur, the Air 
Pollutant Index (API) 
breached the unhealthy 
range of 100-139 early 
Monday, but light showers 
in the late afternoon provid- 
ed a brief respite. 

“The southeasterly wind 
is bringing smoke from (the 
Indonesian provinces of) 
Sumatra and Kalimantan 
but it should clear over the 
next two days,” a 
spokesman from the 
Meteorological Department 
told AFP. 

Several industrial areas 
outside Kuala Lumpur such 
as Gombak, Nilai. Kajang, 
Petaling Jaya and Shah 
A lam as well as the south- 
east state of Malacca also 
recorded unhealthy API 


readings of between 100 
and 200. 

Most parts of Malaysia 
have enjoyed bright sun- 
shine and blue skies in the 
past two weeks after being 
shrouded by dense haze 
since August, caused by 
smoke from raging fires in 
neighbouring Indonesia. 

At its worst, the API burst 
through the 500 hazardous 
level last month to a record 
high of -835 points in the 
eastern Sarawak state, forc- 
ing the government to 
declare an emergency 
which lasted 10 days. 

The Meteorological 
Department also advised 
ships to avoid the busy 
Malacca Straits straddling 
Malaysia, Singapore and 
Indonesia as smog had lim- 
ited visibility to below one 
kilometre. 

The smog is expected to 
continue until Wednesday 
morning, the department 
was quoted as saying by 
Beraama news agency. 


before the monsoon season 
gets under way next month. 

Meanwhile, Australia ear- 
lier on Monday offered 
300,000 Australian dollars 
($220,430) in financial aid 
to help Malaysia conduct an 
air quality study following 
recent haze- problems. 

The Australian High 
Commission here said the 
“decision was taken in 
response to a request from 
the government of Malaysia 
to conduct the study in the 
Kuala Lumpur region.” 

“The study will be under- 
taken by the Australian 
Commonwealth Scientific 
and Industrial Research 
Organisation in conjunction 
with the Malaysian 
Department of 

Environment,” it said in a 
statement 

‘It is expected that part of 
the contribution will go 
towards the purchase of air- 
monitoring equipment 
needed for the study,” it 
added. 


Paedophiles invited to 
Sri Lanka on Internet 


COLOMBO (R) — Child 
prostitution in Sri Lanka is 
being heavily promoted to for- 
eigners on the Internet, 
fuelling an already rampant 
sex industry, the Independent 
Island newspaper said 
Monday. 

“There are more than 600 
advertisements on cbe Internet 
on child prostitution in Sri 
Lanka, inviting paedophiles 
from foreign countries to 
enjoy sex with children of any 
age of their choice safely," the 
newspaper quoted S. Ranuge, 
commissioner of probation 
and child care services, as say- 
ing. 


“Physically, emotionally and 
sexually abused children are 
an ever worsening social prob- 
lem in Sri Lanka,” Mr. Ranuge 
said 

Sri Lanka is also notorious 
for being one of the leading 
producers of child pornogra- 
phy supplied to the European 
market, he said. 

“In 1995, the Stockholm 
police alone had detected 300 
hours of child pornography 
films involving Sri 1 .anlran 
children and foreigners,” Mr. 
Ranuge said 

A survey in 1986 showed 
that 36.000 young boys were 
in the sex business in the 


coastal districts of Sri Lanka. 

“But today, the number 
should have gone up many 
times,” Mr Ranuge said 
Non-commercial child 
abuse is also on tiie increase in 
Sri Lanka, especially due to 
tiie increasing migration of 
women to the Middle-East and 
the near 100,000 children cur- 
rently employed as domestic 
servants, Mr. Ranuge added 
The government last year 
passed tough new laws aimed 
at curbing paedop hilia and 
nongovernmental organisa- 
tions have been running 
awareness campaigns to com- 
bat the menace. 


Mir crew 

start 

Spektr 

repairs 

KOROLYOV, Russia (AFP) 
— Russian cosmonaut* 
braved floating debris in the 
airless Spektr module on the 
Mir space station Monday as 
they worked to reconnect the 
solar panel control system and 
restore foil electricity. 

Work was being hampered 
by the remains of U.S. scien- 
tific experiments ruined when 
Spektr was damaged and 
depressurised in a near-fetal 
collision with a cargo craft in 
June, the cosmonauts told 
Russian ground controL 
Mir engineer Pavel 
Vinogradov was forced to trap 
the broken experiments in 
boxes before getting down to 
the main task of rerouting tiie 
computerised control system 
orientating Spektr’s solar pan- 
els via Mirs other laboratory 
module, KristalL 
Alexander Spirin, director 
of the Energiya Corporation 
which runs the Mir pro- 
gramme, said “the work of the 
cosmonauts is being ham- 
pered notably by the door 
from an American fridge” in 
which the experiments were 
stocked 

Russian space flight 
Director Vladimir Solovyov 
said Vinogradov’s work was 
also being made difficult by 
the size of his bulky space suit, 
the plethora of cables inside 
Spektr and the narrowness of 
the science module. 

The cosmonaut entered the 
module, punctured in at least 
one place in the June smash, at 
1:40 p.m. (0940 GMT), some 
45 minutes behind schedule. 

Solovyov, also wearing a 
space suit to survive in the 
depressurised conditions, was 
directing his colleague’s tricky 
work from the entrance hatch. 

ft was unclear whether the 
cosmonauts would be able to 
complete their task within the 
six hours permitted by their 
space suits, the ITAR-TASS 
news agency said 
If the repairs are completed 
in time Mir will be able to bet- 
ter orientate Spektr’s solar 
panels, and allow tire 1 1-year- 
old space station to draw more 
power from the sun. 

That would permit U.S. 
astronaut David Wolf to cany 
out the foil programme of sci- 
entific experiments on his 
agenda. 

“Currently, the power sup- 
plies are alright, but the space 
walk will allow them to be 
optimised” Solovyov said 
earlier. 

Wolf was to spend the entire 
space walk in Mir’s Soyuz 
escape craft, ready to super- 
vise a rapid return to Earth in 
the event of an emergency. 

Solovyov and Vinogradov 
first ventured inside the airless 
Spektr module on Aug. 22, 
but foiled to locate the hole 
caused by the June 25 colli- 
sion, the worst accident to 
have befallen the ageing 
Russian space craft 
Spektr is thought to have 
been punctured in at least one 
location, near one of the two 
main solar panels attached to 
itshulL 

A second possible hole was 
detected late last month when 
the crew of the departing U.S. 
space shuttle Atlantis pho- 
tographed Mir as the crew 
pumped air into Spektt 
Before returning to Earth 
two Atlantis crew members 
also attached a cap outside 
Spektr which will be used to 
complete repairs. 

Cosmonauts wfll perma- 
nently attach the cap with a 
sort of cosmic “supa^" 
during laier spacewalks. 

Monday’s repairs are vital to 
the. future of the acridem- 
prone space station, whose 
series of main computer fail- 
ures and breakdowns have 
badly damaged tiB credibility 
of the Russian space effort 
The string of problems also 
hit relations with NASA 
which came under heavy 
pressure to end space cooper- 
ation with Russia, refluent 1 ® 
voices on Capitol H31 accus- 
ing NASA of playing Russian 

roulette with U.S- lives. 

Moscow is heavily 
on NASA which is pa?®® 
$473 million over five y 6 ® 5 
for the right to keep an asC ^ 
nant aboard Mic © k®ep 
Mir programme gang- 
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SINGAPORE (R) — Singa- 
pore police Monday arrested 
the captains of two ships 
involved in a collision last 
week that resulted in a mas- 
sive oil spin a senior Singa- 
pore port official said. 

“"We have arrested the mas- 
ters of the Evoikos and die 
Chapin Global. We believe we 
have reason to hold them for 
sizeable offences,” Oreo Tze 
Penn, director-general of Sin- 
gapore's Maritime and Port 
Authority (MPA), said at a 
news conference. 

Mr. Chen gave no details on 
what specific offences were 
involved “Legal action is 
pending against them and I 
wouldn’t want to comment on 
that,” he said. 

Officials identified he cap- 
tain of the Chapin Global as 
Jan Sokolowski, a Polish 
national, and the captain of the 
Evoikos as Michael ChaDritis, 
a Greek national. 

The Cyprus-registered 
tanker Evoikos and Thai 
supertanker Chapin Global 
collided Wednesday, causing 
25,000 tonnes erf fuel oil to 
spew into tbe busy Singapore 
Strait 

A furious clean-up opera- 
tion is still under way. and 
insurance sources have put 
total costs erf die incident at 
$100 million. 

Both ships acknowledged 
emeigency warnings issued 
minutes before impact an 
MPA official who declined to 
be identified said earlier on 
Monday. 

“It looks like one of them at 
the last minute moved into the 
path of tbe other. We can't tell 
which one yet but the official 
investigation wiD show us.” he 
told Reuters. 

Both vessels were being 
tracked by a hi-tech radar- 
based port operations control 
centre and its vessel traffic 
information system, which 
warned the ships of their 
impending impact six minutes 
before it occurred. 

The owners and managers 
of the two tankers have traded 
charges over the blame for die 
collision, which occurred at 
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i night about seven miles off tbe 

- -• 


Singapore coasL The collision 



left Evoikos, laden with 


■ 

120,000 tonnes of marine fuel 

n 


oil with a huge hole in its port 


side and spilling oil from two 
raptured tanks, contractors 
estimate that 90,000 to 

HTJ’- 


100,000 tonnes remain 



onboard and salvageable. 
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At least 45 vessels, oik heli- 



copter and experts from Japan 



and Australia have been 

£4- ; -• - 


brought in to fight tbe spill. 
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A witness said Monday that 

kn* • : • . 


many of the ofl slicks seemed 
to have broken up, while oth- 
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ers had moved further away 
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from Singapore's main island 
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, He added, however, that oil 

l 

< 

was visible on the beaches of 

■ -. 


a number of smaller islands 
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and he did not see any clean- 
up effort there. 


- 

Environmentalists fear coral 


in the vicinity of those islands 
could be destroyed by the oiL 
or even by some of the chem- 
icals being used to break it up. 



Canada’s Anti- Whaling Sea Shepherd Commision president. Captain Paul Watson 
poses aboard his ship the “Sea Shepherd" in Monte Carlo Port (Reuter photo) 

Whalers to debate 
resuming hunting 


MONACO (AFP) — The 
International Whaling 
Commission began its 49th 
annual meeting here Mon- 
day and prepared to debate 
a contentious proposal to 
resume whaling on a limit- 
ed scale for tbe first time 
since a moratorium was 
introduced in 1986. 

Opening the week-long 
meeting, Monaco's Prince 
Rainier HI urged delegates 
to negotiate “in good 
faith,” adding that the valid 
arguments of all sides 
deserved to be heard 
“without cultural positions 
taken.” 

“We believe that deci- 
sions regarding whaling 
must solely be based on 
the conservation of the 
species, while respecting 
the right of other nations to 
maintain their own tradi- 
tions" Prince Rainier said. 

He recalled that Monaco 
had always opposed whal- 
ing and supported a ban on 
electric harpoons which, 
he said, did not render 
whales unconscious or 
make them insensitive to 
pain. 

Ireland, which is to chair 
the commission for the 
next three years, will pro- 
pose at the session a limit- 
ed resumption of commer- 
cial hunting, still practised 
by two countries, Japan 
and Norway. 

Though Ireland consid- 
ers the number of whales 
being killed is a “major 
problem” it hopes that 
allowing limited hunting 
will end abuse in the guise 
of hunting for research 
purposes, a concealed form 
of commercial whaling. 

In Amsterdam. Green- 
peace International called 
on Norway and Japan to 
halt their whaling activities 
and marketing of whale 
products. 

In a statement from by its 
headquarters, it said the 
two countries had failed to 
respect the moratorium, 
and it called on all mem- 
bers of the whaling com- 
mission to put pressure to 
bear on them. 


Hungarian clergyman 
suspected of killing 6 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — A 
Hungarian Protestant cler- 
gyman is suspected of mur- 
dering his two ex-wives 
and four of his eight chil- 
dren, Belgian media quoted 
prosecutors as saying Mon- 
day. 

investigators found 
human remains under a 
concrete floor in a house 
belonging to the minister, 
Andreas Pandy, in the 
Brussels suburb of Molen- 
beek. Belgian radios. Bel- 
RTL and RTBF, and the 




newspaper Le Soir report- 
ed. 



Pandy, who has lived in 

an ■ ' 


Belgium for 40 years and 

3nt ' 


who was arrested on Oct. 

.‘.a 


17, denied any knowledge 



' of the remains when taken 
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to the house. 
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The two women and four 
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girls were reported missing 
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over 10 years ago, but 
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Pandy had always claimed 


they had gone overseas and 
provided letters to back up 
his claim. 

Investigators later found 
these to be falsified, the 
media reported. 

Searches for further 
remains will be carried out 
in the coming days in two 
Brussels bouses belonging 
to Pandy, who preached in 
Flanders and gave religious 
instruction. 

The inquiry was 
reopened following angry 
criticism from the Belgian 
public of the role of -the 
country's police and judi- 
cial system in the Marc 
Dutroux paedophile mur- 
der cases. 

Dutroux was arrested last 
year and is accused of 
abducting and imprisoning 
six Belgian girls and mur- 
dering four of them 
between June 1995 and 
August 1996. 


Japan in particular has 
been selling whale meat, 
even though it says its 
whaling activities are for 
scientific purposes, Green- 
peace said 

Norway has always 
rejected the moratorium, 
saying that stocks of Minke 
whales are sufficient to 
permit what Oslo says is 
limited c ullin g. 

For the 1997 season Nor- 
way set itself a quota of 
580 whales, a sharp 
increase on 1996, but bad 
weather limited the catch 
to 503. 

In 1996 in Aberdeen, 
Norway claimed there 

were 120,000 whales in the 
north-eastern Atlantic. 

Last week Britain said it 
was prepared to back the 
limited resumption of com- 
mercial whaling in coastal 
waters by Japan and Nor- 
way in return for their strict 
observance of an 

international ban else- 

where. 

The Irish proposal did 
not specify whether the 
coastal water limi t would 
be restricted to a 12 mile 
territorial limit or a 200- 
mile economic zone. Ire- 
land's Agriculture and 
Fisheries Minister Elliot 

Morley said London was 
considering supporting the 
Irish proposal since it 
would close a legal loop- 
hole under which whales 
were killed for “scientific 
purposes” while their meat 
found its way on to Norwe- 
gian and Japanese dining 
tables. 

Norway has never signal 
on to the whaling moratori- 


um so it continues to hunt 
freely while Japan does the 
same saying it is in tbe 
name of science. 

Years of illegal slaughter 
and the threat of extinction 
of some species, notably 
the Minke whale, led to a 
worldwide ban in commer- 
cial whaling in 1986. 

A total of 1,043 whales 
have been slaughtered so 
far this year compared with 
383 in 1992. All this whal- 
ing is legal under current 
arrangements. 

Irish whaling Commis- 
sioner Michael Canny said 
Ireland did not want to 
legalise whaling but to reg- 
ulate it. 

“We are suggesting a 
very strict management 
scheme, including satellite 
tracking. DNA tracing of 
meat samples and a total 
ban on international trade 
in whale meat,” he said. 

The 33-member IWC has 
no powers to impose any 
whaling ban. There has to 
be a consensus. 

Aboriginal peoples in 
countries like Russia, 
Canada and New Zealand 
would be allowed to take 
whales for subsistence and 
cultural reasons under 
strict quotas. Otherwise the 
world's oceans would be 
declared a global whale 
sanctuary with “scientific 
whaling” phased out 

The new proposal has 
already been condemned 
by environmental organisa- 
tions which fear the 
changes would lead to a 
rapid escalation in whale 
hunting, further endanger- 
ing tbe species. 


1 dead as typhoon Ivan 
hits northern Philippines 


MANILA (AFP) — 
Typhoon Ivan pounded the 
northern Philippines Mon- 
day with storms killing one 
man, blacking out two 
provinces and flooding 
crops and roads, relief 
agencies said. 

A man drowned in the 
town of Tuguegarao while 
4,454 other people were 
displaced by flood waters 
in the adjacent towns of 
Penablanca and Iguig, the 
Philippine National Red 
Cross said. 

Casualty reports in five 
other provinces expected to 
bear the brunt of tbe high 
winds were not immediate- 
ly available. 

But rescue workers said 
riverside communities 
were at risk as the eye of 
the typhoon remained sta- 
tionary off the coastal town 
of Apani 

The northern Philippines 
mili tary command has 
been on standby since last 
weekend. Some crops are 
flooded and some roads are 


“eroded’ 7 by the water in 
Cagayan province, on the 
northeastern tip of the 
main island of Luzon, said 
Jim Catampongan of the. 
Red Cross. 

Farming communities 
along the Cagayan River, 
the longest in the Philip- 
pines, were “being serious- 
ly affected,” Mr. Catam- 
pongan said. 

The government civil 
defense office said heavy 
rain had fallen on Cagayan 
and the neighbouring 
Isabela province for 24 
hours, and die Cagayan 
River and its tributaries 
were expected to overflow. 

“Power is still off" in 
Cagayan and Isabela, a 
civil defence office state- 
ment said. 

Several towns and vil- 
lages in Apayao province 
were flooded by the 
Apayao River, it added. 

Ivan, packing winds of 
165 kilometres per hour 
near the centre, started 
. lashing rains on Cagayan 


early Sunday, knocking out 
electrical power. 

Flights to the northern 
Philippines were cancelled, 
aviation officials said. 

The weather bureau said 
the wind speed had 
dropped to a peak of 150 
kilometres an hour, but that 
it had remained stationary 
about 50 kilometres north- 
east of Aparri as of 4:00 
p.m. (0800 GMT) because 
it was interacting with 
Typhoon Joan in the Pacif- 
ic Ocean. 

Ivan is expected to 
remain within 10 kilome- 
tres of its latest position in 
the next 24 hours, it added. 

Typhoon Joan was about 
1,510 kilometres east of 
the archipelago as of 4:00 
p.m. with maximum sus- 
tained winds of 195 kph, 
and was moving slowly 
northwest towards Japan. 

“We hope that there will 
be no long-lasting impact 
(on crops)," Mr. Catam- 
pongan added, explaining 
that if the flooding was not 


prolonged by very high 
levels of water the crops 
might be saved. 

The Public Works 
Department has started 
clearing debris and toppled 
power pylons from 
Cagayan roads, the civil 
defense office said. 

About 20 typhoons and 
storms hit the Philippines 
every year. This year the 
archipelago has so far 
accounted for about 47 
deaths including the sink- 
ing of a ferry in August 
1 Disaster officials say 
‘poor public warning sys- 
tems, sub-standard housing 
’materials, inadequate res- 
cue equipment and sheer 
foolhardiness in the face of 
nature’s wrath have 
accounted for a good por- 
tion of the casualties. 

The typhoon has spared 
Manila, which in Novem- 
ber 1995 bore the brunt of 
supertyphoon Angela 
which killed nearly 800 
people. 


France evacuates 15 foreigners 
from northern Congo 


PARIS (AFP) — French 
troops Monday evacuated 
about 15 French and other 
foreign nationals from 
Congo by helicopter, 
informed sources said in 
Paris, following last week’s 
seizure of power by Denis 
Sassou Nguesso. 

In the latest operation, for- 
eigners were flown out of 
tbe north of Congo and were 
expected to arrive later Mon- 
day in Libreville, the capital 
of neighbouring^ Gabon, the 
sources said. 

Northern Congo is die 


native territory of General 
Sassou Nguesso, a funner 
military strongman whose 
militia fences seized the capi- 
tal Brasaville and the main 
economic and oil town Poinre 
Noire last week with help 
from Angolan government 
troops. 

Friday, French troops evac- 
uated 59 foreigners from 
Dolisie, near Poinre Noire in 
southern Congo, the home 
region of Pascal Lissouba, 
the elected head of state who 
was ousted last week after 
more than four months of 


civil war. 

Ranee, the former colonial 
power, had placed its troops 
on alert fur potential evacua- 
tion operations in Libreville 
and tbe Chadian capital Ndja- 
mena. 

Saturday, Paris sent about a 
dozen soldiers to strengthen 
its guard on die consulate in 
Pointe Noire and called on 
remaining Reach residents 
in die town to remain in their 
homes. 

Elf-Congo, a subsidiary of 
French petroleum giant Elf- 
Aquitaine. temporarily halted 


oil terminal operations in 
Pointe Noire last week but 
resumed them after a brief 
battle for the city before 
troops backing Mr. Lissouba 
lay down their arms. 

A reliable source in Paris 
Monday said that the com- 
panion of a French national 
from Pointe Noire had given 
birth to a daughter in Libre- 
ville Sunday. The mother, 
whose identity was not given, 
named her baby Antilope, 
after tbe name given to the 
French operation in which 
she was flown out of Congo. 


Japan empress defends Diana funeral absence 


TOKYO (R) — Empress 
Michiko Monday said it was 
“appropriate” that members 
of Japan’s imperial family 
did not attend Princess 
Diana’s fimeral. 

In written answers to press 
questions marking ber 63rd 
birthday, the empress said 
the decision for the Japanese 
royal family to stay away 
was made by the govern- 
ment after consultations 
between the foreign min- 
istry and the imperial house- 
hold. 

But, the empress added: “I 
too feel that this was the 


appropriate decision.” 

“My heart goes out to her 
bereaved family in their sor- 
row and I only pray that the 
two young princes she left 
behind will grow up sound 
and healthy,” the empress 
said. 

Asked if the British royal 


family’s handling of Princess 
Diana’s death in a Paris car 
crash had led her to consider 
the role of the Japanese 
imperial family, she replied: 
‘T do occasionally ponder 
the matter, but not especially 
in connection with recent 
events.” 


But the empress suggested 
the heavy official duties 
imposed on her and Emperor 
Akihito, 63, should be tai- 
lored to accommodate the 
couple’s advancing age. 

“Tbe indispensable work 
of the imperial family has 
greatly increased.” she said. 
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MENA needs 
breakthroughs 

THE AGENDA of the U.S. peace envoy to the 
Middle East, Dennis Ross, touches not only 
on the still faltering peace talks between 
Israel and the Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) but also on the need to prop up support 
for the Doha economic conference on the 
Middle East and North Africa (MENAj due 
to be held next month. Of course the most 
effective way to shore np support for the Doha 
s umm it would be to deliver something tangi- 
ble on the Palestinian front between now and 
the conference’s date. Should Israel be per- 
suaded to implement at least some of the 
many unfulfilled promises of the Oslo 
accords, such as the overdue redeployment of 
its troops from additional Palestinian territo- 
ries, the Arab countries would be in a better 
position to take part in MENA IV and strive 
to make a success to the benefit of all peoples 
in the region. 

The first signals from the latest round of 
talks between the U.S. envoy and the Israeli 
leaders suggest that the parties have not left 
square one. Until and unless Ross’ fourth mis- 
sion to the region in less than two months pro- 
duces something more concrete, the fast-fad- 
ing trust in the peace process stands to disap- 
pear completely. Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu does not seem to com- 
prehend the argent need for gestures from his 
side that go beyond his usual and sterile 
rhetoric about wanting peace with security. It 
is either Netanyahu does not have the capaci- 
ty to understand what needs to be done to 
revitalise the peace effort or he does not want 
to. Even the modest progress on establishing 
sea and air ports for the Palestinians in Gaza 
has not gone beyond the resumption of the 
talks on the two subj'ects. 

The pattern used by this Israeli prime min- 
ister is all too familiar. It reminds us of the 
tactics used by former Premier Yitzhak 
Shamir who confessed soon after the start of 
the Madrid peace conference in 1991 that his 
aim was to procrastinate until there was no 
meaning to the talks. Under these circum- 
stances the Doha conference is unlikely to 
produce much, especially in areas where 
regional cooperation with Israel is warranted 
and called for. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra’i expressed the view that the cur- 
rent political and media controversies in the Arab World 
revolving around the Doha economic meeting is bound 
to cause further splits within the Arab World. Mahmoud 
Rimawi said that the issue over whether to attend the 
Doha meeting or not is sowing seeds of dissent that tend 
to take the inter-Arab relations back to square one. It 
should be noted, however, that Qatar is not enthusiastic 
about hosting the meeting but it was honouring an inter- 
national commitment to play the host for the countries in 
the North Africa and the Middle East in' a bid to promote 
economic cooperation, according to the writer. But, he 
said, the idea of the economic meeting has been con- 
fronted with an adverse political climate largely due to 
Israel's practices and it is to be noted here that the U.S. 
has been exercising pressure on the Arab countries to 
attend the meeting despite these countries' strong belief 
it would not achieve anything as long as the Middle East 
problem remains unresolved. The writer said the Arab 
countries are to blame for their current weak economies 
and lack of cooperation among themselves contrary to 
calls issued by last year’s Cairo Arab s ummi t. Had there 
been closer forms of cooperation among the Arab states, 
he added, the idea of holding the Doha meeting in which 
Israel is to be represented would not have materialised. 

A WRITER for A1 Dustour tackled demands by doctors, 
pharmacists and dentists employed by the government at 
the health centres and hospitals saying that the Ministry 
of Health is bound to remain committed to increasing 
their pay in accordance with last year's memorandum of 
understanding. Mohammad Daoud said that the strikers 
have been repeatedly threatening to go on strike, but the 
work stoppage is bound to harm the public, something 
which the government naturally does not want to see 
happening. The writer said that despite the Ministry of 
Health’s endeavours to improve the work conditions of 
these professionals, nothing short of increasing the strik- 
ers' pay can prevent the strike. Should the government 
remain adamant as to the strikers’ demands, it risks hav- 
ing doctors, pharmacists and dentists seeking jobs else- 
where in Jordan or abroad and eventually the Jor dani an 
public is bound to face this loss, according to the writer, 
who said that the delay in meeting the strikers’ just 
demands is also bound to adversely affect their perfor- 
mance ai their present jobs. 


Analysis 
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View from the Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


State and press: mutual irresponsibility 
on the dizzying road to Arab liberalism 


THE GOVERNMENT’S decision in the last week of 
September to suspend publication of about a dozen week- 
ly newspapers only briefly re-ignited the political contro- 
versy that flared when the temporary press and publica- 
tions law was passed last summer. That law, which among 
other things required weeklies to have a minimum paid-up 
capital of JD 300,000 (around $440,000), has been singled 
out by the opposition as a glaring example of the govern- 
ment’s alleged heavy-handed, autocratic, and anti -democ- 
ratic tendencies. The government in turn has either ignored 
the opposition complaints, or justified its actions on the 
basis of sound morality, national security, and economic 
efficiency. The opposition’s glaring failure to rally any 
substantial public support reflects the fact that the 
Jordanian public finds the matter only slightly significant, 
and even less entertaining. 

The wholesale disappearance of over a dozen weekly 
newspapers in a country like Jordan at a time like this — 
in the early stages of a purposeful, gradual shuffle towards 
participatory governance — raises critical issues about the 
most fundamental human process of thought and thinking 
in the modem Arab World: What are we allowed to think 
and say? Who decides what is appropriate or harmful to 
society? How is a consensus on these issues achieved? 
Where does the irrepressible biology of human thought 
intersect with the compelling ideology of modem state- 
building? 

The government rightly points out the short-tenn harm 
that some irresponsible weeklies have done to the econo- 
my and collective morality by publishing stories that 
sparked capital flight, shocked moral sensibilities, or 
caused a drop in exports (for instance, of Jordanian fruits 
and vegetables, following press stories about polluted irri- 
gation water in Jordan). Yet, the draconian manner in 
which the government has tried to cure this ailment may 
result in far more barm to Jordan’s well-being and reputa- 
tion in the long term. The government’s draconian mea- 
sures breed domestic indignity, which in the long run is as 
harmful to the quality of Jordanian statehood as a season- 
al drop in lettuce exports. 

The government seems to be blaming the press predom- 
inantly for the occasional consequences of the structural 
vulnerabilities of the economy, environment export sector, 
relations with Arab states, and other aspects of statehood. 
This is puzzling and shortsighted at best and politically 


simplistic and irresponsible at worst. Killing the messen- 
ger who brings the bad news is a very old tradition, but 
also a politically ineffective one. The government of a 
good state like Jordan should work to increase and deepen 
the marketplace of ideas, not to emasculate it It is an insult 
to our intelligence to claim that the government could find 
no other practical means of curbing the excesses of a hand- 
ful of weeklies with limited readership without hurting the 
continued, healthy proliferation of varied ideas and view- 
points in the rest of the mas s media. 

The continued assertion of a stare-initiated, state- 
defined, and state-implemented process of thought control 
is a modem Arab catastrophe that should be mercifully 
killed and buried. It is contradictory to the principles of 
democratisation and liberalisation that we espouse as a 
country; a blow to the nascent, fragile process of Jordanian 
political modernisation; degrading to individual 
Jordanians’ right to hear and speak a variety of differing 
views; harmful to the aim of attracting foreign investment; 
and ultimately corrosive to the domestic quest for stability 
and progress based on participation and pluralism. 

Weekly newspapers such as Al Majd, Al Hadath, Al 
Mithaq, AI Urdun, Al Bilad and others represent important 
indigenous currents of political, social and religious 
thought. Their very appearance in our midst represents the 
best traditions of Jordanian and Arab/Islamic society — 
the capacity to allow different, competing ideas and iden- 
tities to be expressed within a wider national superstruc- 
ture of tolerance, respect and. ultimately, solidarity. I may 
disagree with their views, but I am enriched by their pres- 
ence in my country, and proud of the fact that they appear 
here and intellectually and culturally engage one another 
and the rest of us. The government's decision to suspend 
publications like these is bad politics, bad journalism, bad 
morality, bad economics, bad development, bad national 
unity, and bad democratisation. It suggests that we are suf- 
fering the same kind of slippage as has been experienced 
recently in other Middle Eastern lands that have moved 
forwards and backwards on the dizzying path to liberalisa- 
tion. 

In this respect, we in Jordan may broadly mirror the 
dominant political culture of the Arab World, rather than 
offer a meaningful alternative to it Our mass media, like 
that throughout the Arab World, reflects the political trans- 
formation and modernisation of Arab society, and the Arab 


World’s professional and cultural interaction wub the 
Western world. It also reflects the continued determination 
by state authorities to maintain rigid parameters of permis- 
sible political thought and cultural expression. 

The Arab mass media in general — in the Mideast or in 
Europe — has divided into three broad groups: a) those 
that stay within the firm guidelines set by .Arab govern- 
ments and their allied elites, bl those that go to the other 
extreme of incessantly and critically attacking Arab gov- 
ernments and ruling elites (via licensed or underground 
publications), and. c) those that downplay politics in 

favour of sex-violence-and-soap-opera-style distraction, 

largely copying the American and British media’s tenden- 
cy to adopt entertainment, ti dilation, and amusement as the 
profession's defining values and primary purpose. 

Most striking about the Arab mass media is its attempt to 
leapfrog from the stage of state -con trolled mouthpiece and 
propaganda machine to that of market-driven amusement 
industry — without passing through the stage of provid- 
ing quality material, reliable and complete tacts, impartial 
critiques, and a fair balance of diverse opinions and view- 
points. The few flashes of quality, credible .Arab journal- 
ism are the exceptions that confirm the rule, and most, 
unfortunately, are found abroad. 

Probably the single biggest constraint to a credible Arab 
mass media has been the heavv-handedness of the modem 
Arab state and its thought control colonels. The perpetua- 
tion of the state's tendency to single-handedly define and 
maintain limits on what we read and say is glaringly con- 
tradictory to other state-managed transitions towards liber- 
alism, in the economic and communications fields, for 
example. The state’s responsibility is not to emasculate the 
marketplace of ideas, but rather to expand it. enrich it. and 
protect it Instead of playing policeman of the mind, the 
Arab state would do better to use its power to promote the 
quest for a more democratic, inclusive means of defining 
and achieving those reasonable limits on expression and 
mass media that we all agree need to be defined and 
achieved for overriding moral and national security inter- 
ests. Faced with an opportunity to act responsibly, some 
parts of our press and government both acted irresponsibly. 
Let's hope they both learn from the experience, and react 
to the next opportunity with more wisdom and composure. 


Holocaust that Israel 


would rather ignore 


The Israelis are preparing 
to withdraw the name of 
their next proposed ambas- 
sador to Turkey. His fault is 
that he believes in the geno- 
cide of the Armenians. 
Patrick Cock burn in 
Jerusalem asks if Israel is 
ignoring obvious parallels 
between the Holocaust and 
toe slaughter of toe 
Armenians in World War I 
to further its foreign policy 
goals. 

IN THE next few weeks. 
Israel is expected to with- 
draw toe name of Professor 
Ehud Toledano as its nomi- 
nee to be Israel’s next 
ambassador to Turkey. The 
Turkish government will 
not accept him because 15 
years ago he appeared on 
an Israeli Army Radio pro- 
gramme about toe 
Armenian genocide of 
1915. 

The Turkish govern- 
ment's position is that, con- 
trary to toe evidence of sur- 
vivors, diplomats and mis- 
sionaries present at toe 
time, there was no geno- 
cide. It categorically denies 
one million Armenians died 
in massacres or on forced 
marches organised by the 
Turkish authorities of toe 
day. The very fact that 
Professor Toledano, a spe- 
cialist in Turkish studies, 
appeared on a programme 
entitled The Armenian 
Genocide is enough to dis- 
bar him from representing 
Israel in Ankara. 

If Turks deny the geno- 
cide ever happened, for 
Armenians it is at toe centre 
of their historic memoiy, 
the great slaughter in which 
one-third of all Armenians 
in toe world were wiped 
out. Israel has a more 
ambivalent position. Israel 
has a political and military 
alliance with Turkey which 
toe government does not 
want to endanger by draw- 
ing parallels between toe 
Jewish Holocaust and toe 
genocide of the Armenians. 

For Dr. Yair Aaron, a spe- 
cialist in toe Armenian 
genocide, this is unaccept- 
able. He says that by meek- 
ly looking for another nom- 
inee to replace Professor 
Toledano, Israel is trans- 
forming toe genocide “into 
an open Issue subject to 
negotiation.” He compares, 
hypothetically, what has 


happened over toe 
Toledano appointment to a 
European state which had 
appointed an ambassador to 
Germany and the Germans 
rejected it “claiming that 30 
years ago he mentioned on 
the radio that Nazi 
Germany carried out a 
holocaust of toe Jews.” 
Israel does have a lot at 
stake. In recent years, its 
alliance with Turkey, which 
has a common border with 
Iran. Iraq and Syria, all 
Israel’s enemies. has 
become very close. This 
week General Amon 
Lipkin-Shahak, toe Israeli 
chief of staff, paid an offi- 
cial visit to Turkey to per- 
suade toe army to buy 
Israeli Merkava 1 1 1 tanks. 
It also wants Turkey to 
adopt toe Galil as its main 
assault rifle. Joint Israel- 
Turkey-U.S. naval manoeu- 
vres are scheduled for 
January. Ankara is now toe 
third most important capital 
for Israel’s diplomacy, 
coming only after 
Washington and Moscow. 
But, according to the 
Jerusalem weekly kolha'ir, 
which carried out an inves- 
tigation into toe affair, there 
was no objection in toe 
Israeli cabinet on June 8 
when David Levy, toe for- 
eign minister, first put for- 
ward toe name of Ehud 
Toledano, a professor of 
Ottoman history at Tel Aviv 
University, to be Israel’s 
next ambassador to Turkey. 

Turkish consent to toe 
new appointment should 
have been automatic. Butin 
August it became clear that 
there was a problem. There 
was no official announce- 
ment. but at toe end of toe 
month toe state-owned 
Turkish news agency, citing 
sources in toe Turkish for- 
eign ministry, said difficul- 
ties had arisen. It said “in 
1981 Toledano accused 
Turkey of carrying out mas- 
sacres during World War L" 
An Israeli foreign ministry 
official who went to 
Ankara to find out what 
was happening over toe 
appointment, reported back 
that 'Turkish opposition is 
adamant” 

Bizarre ly, Professor 
Toledano had appeared on 
an Israeli Army Radio pro- 
gramme on the Armenian 
genocide in 1981, but to 
defend toe Turkish posi- 


tion. He was called in at toe 
last minute because toe 
Turkish embassy in Tel 
Aviv refused to send a rep- 
resentative. He says he gave 
toe Turkish version of what 
happened in 1915 without 
offering his own opinion. 

Professor Toledano bas 
given a series of interviews 
to toe Turkish press, seek- 
ing to persuade them of his 
pro-Turkish views. He says 
he “never expressed a pro- 
Armenian position in inter- 
national conferences,” 
adding that he is primarily 
an expert on toe Ottoman 
empire from 16to to the 
19th centuries. T never 
researched or investigated 
the period of World War I,” 
he said. “I never questioned 
the Turkish version of 
events.” 

Professor Toledano is 
reported to believe that his 
academic colleagues at Tel 
Aviv University helped to 
sabotage his candidacy by 
suggesting to the Turks that 
he holds pro-Armenian 
views. 

The foreign ministry may 
also be able to see a silver 
lining in toe affair, in that 
toe new Israeli ambassador 
is now likely to be a profes- 
sional diplomat and not an 
academic friendly with 
David Levy. 

But the overall issue is 
more important than diplo- 
matic or academic intrigue. 
Yair Auron, a professor at 
toe Kibbutzim college in 
Tel Aviv, says that a survey 
he conducted of 800 stu- 
dents at eight Israeli univer- 
sities and colleges showed 
that “most of them said 
they knew nothing about 
the genocide of toe 
Armenians or gyps ides.” 
Israel’s education ministry 
is resisting pressure to treat 
toe genocide more fully in 
the schools’ curriculum. 

Dr. Auron says: “I accept 
the uniqueness of the 
Holocaust, but what hap- 
pened to the Armenian was 
not a tragedy or a massacre 
but genocide. The Turkish 
government does not accept 
this. Not to admit there was 
a genocide is parallel to not 
admitting there was a 
Holocaust Morally they are 
the same ” 

The Independent 


LETTERS 


Trial in 3rd country not possible 


To the Editor: 

THE EDITORIAL in yesterday’s issue of 
toe Jordan Times was misleading both as 
to toe facts behind Libya's violation of 
Security Council resolutions and stance of 
toe British government. 

The British government is not as you 
suggested, changing its mind over toe 
Libyan suggestion of holding a trial in a 
so-called "neutral” country. The fact is 
that a trial of this case can only take place 
in toe courts of either Scotland or the USA 
as recognised by Security Council 
Resolution 73 L 

Trial in a third country is simply not 
possible. There is no legal authority for a 
Scottish court to meet outside Scotland. 
The only place that toe two accused can 
face trial under Scottish law is in 
Scotland. Similar considerations apply to 
U.S. courts. 

The reason why a trial is proving — as 
you put it — so “elusive” is because toe 
Libyan government refuses to respect 
United Nations Security Council resolu- 
tions and hand over toe suspects for trial 
in Scotland or toe U.S. The Libyan gov- 
ernment’s offer of a trial in a third country 
is not a sign of flexibility but merely a 
disingenuous smoke-screen. The argu- 
ment that Libya cannot send its citizens to 


Scotland to stand trial because we have no 
extradition treaty is clearly specious. 
Libya has no extradition treaty with toe 
Netherlands or other “neutral’’ countries 
either. 

Nor is there any substance to Libyan 
claims that toe two suspects would not 
receive a fair trial in Scotland. Innocent 
men have nothing to fear in Scottish 
courts and if toe two men were tried and 
found not guilty that would be toe end of 
toe matter. Nevertheless, to meet any con- 
cerns on this score, toe British govern- 
ment has made it clear to toe Arab League, 
toe Organisation for African Unity, and 
other interested organisations that they 
would be welcome to send observers to a 
trial. My government has also made it 
clear that it would offer these observers 
full access to the proceedings and also to 
the accused themselves. 

The British government is doing all it 
can therefore to facilitate toe early holding 
of a triaL It is time for toe Libyan govern- 
ment to respond seriously and honestly, 
not by putting up suggestions which are 
clearly impracticable. 

C C R Battiscombe, 
HM Ambassador, 
Amman. 


Revisiting ABCs of tourism 


To the Editor 

A NUMBER of friends and I had a dream- 
like holiday planned over the weekend of 
October 16-19. Since early September, we 
signed up with a highly reputable 
Jordanian travel agency on an exclusive 
offer for a package tour to Luxor, Egypt 
The package included flight bookings 
(Amman-Luxor-Amman) and best seats 
for Verdi’s Aida at the Hetsheseput Temple. 
Our chartered flight was due to leave 
Marka airport at 12:00 on Ocl 16 for 
Luxor in time to attend toe performance of 
Aida at 19:00 that same day. 

This all seemed like a well-worked plan. 
But the events of toe day proved that our 
optimism in its “workability" was ill- 
founded, in the absence of a contingency 
plan. Thursday, .Oct 16 turned out to be 
beginning and very end of our holiday; our 
package was reduced to a four-hour tour of 
Marka airport and back to Amman. 

This misfortune was by no means toe 
result of any direct fault of our tour opera- 
tor The chartered plane that was supposed 
to carry us suffered a sudden but seeming- 
ly acute mechanical failure and would not 
make it on time. It was, however, rather 
enlightening to know that toe contracted 
airline company in fact runs a chartered 
flight service with a fleet consisting of one 
plane only: The very one that had gone out 
of operation. It was equally interesting that 
our reputable tour operator had planned a 
same day “flight and performance” in 
Luxor with this fact in mind. 

To be fair, though, both toe airline com- 
pany and toe tour operator did try to con- 
sider other options to get us to Luxor on 


lime. The tickets to the Aida performance 
for Ocl 16 were rather expensive and non- 
refundable. Nevertheless, the one option 
perhaps not adequately considered by our 
tour operator was to get us to Luxor in time 
for toe next day’s performance despite toe 
extra cost implications they may have had 
to bear. In any case, this rather belated and 
ad hoc effort, however well-intentioned, 
unsurprisingly bore no fruit And the only 
feasible conclusion at toe end of four hours 
of waiting was that we should forget about 
“Aida” and head back home. Many of us 
have not been in touch with our reputable 
tour operator since; and neither have they! 
The least we would have expected them to 
do is ring us up a) to apologise for the 
inconvenience; and b) to inform us of their 
intended arrangements for reimbursing us 
for the cost of this trip (which we have 
“lent” them since September)! 

My point in sharing this incident with 
your readers is one that touches toe very 
core of the ABCs of practice in toe tourism 
sector. Jordan, quite rightly, is pinning high 
hopes on attracting tourists to boost its 
economy. But unless we can offer a private 
sector tourist service that is willing to go all 
out of its way to satisfy its customers 
(inbound and outbound) — including in a 
problematic situation such as toe one I have 
been through — and unless we ca n 
upgrade both the level and standard of toe 
resources that would complement this ser- 
vice. then all our hopes in a flourishing 
tourist-oriented economy will go in vain. 
Just like our “Aida, Luxor” trip! 

Name withheld upon request 
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‘Part-time jobs’ boom 


The god of little things is Indian after all 


worries Germany 


By Laurent Lozano 

Agence France Presse 

BONN — A boom in the 
number of people doing 
part-time jobs and con- 
tributing nothing to social 
security, has united politi- 
cians on both right and left 
against employers and the 
ultra-liberals, amid grow- 
ing fears for the future of 
the welfare system. 

The number of “610- 
mark jobs” ($348) at 15 
hours a week maximum 
which are exonerated from 
social charges and offer no 
insurance cover to work- 
ers. has increased by 26.5 
per cent in the past five 
years. 

" The number of people in 
these jobs has increased 
since 1992 from 4.452 to 
5.634 million, 60 per cent 
of them women, according 
to a survey conducted by 
the labour ministry. 

Against this, 27.3 million 
people have a steady job on 
which they pay into social 
security funds but around 
17 per cent of the work- 
force also has a “little job” 
to earn extra income, die 
survey showed. 

Under German law, 
employers do not have to 
contribute anything to 
social security for workers 
paid 610 marks a month or 
less in the West and 520 
marks a month in the east. 

The loophole has proved 
a boon to shopkeepers, big 
stores and restaurants in 
particular. 

Thomas Zuleger, an 
expert from the opposition 
Social-Democratic Party, 
questioned by AFP, said he 
knew of a large drugstore 
chain where 90 per cent of 
staff were “610-mark" 
workers. 

To shops, 100,000 sales 
posts, are being shared 
among 500,000 sales- 


women who have no health 
insurance cover, said the 
chairman of the Christian- 
Democratic Workers 
(CDA), Rainer Eppel- 
mann. 

Other categories work for 
even less than 610 marks, 
such as cleaners, students 
or harvest workers. 

“This is not possible to 
quantify the situation pre- 
cisely. but 610-tnaik jobs 
are replacing hundreds of 
thousands of proper jobs," 
Zuleger said. 

The sharp rise in this 
form of labour comes at a 
time when Ger man y’s 
unemployment figures 
have never been as high — 
4.308 million in September 
or 11.2 per cent of th£ 
workforce. 

The opposition SPD has 
threatened to give trade 
unions a list of firms 
employing large numbers 
of “small jobbers” and has 
been backed up in this by 
the powerful DGB union 
confederation. 

The idea of allowing peo- 
ple to take “small jobs” 
unfettered by too many 
regulations, has been round 
since the days of Bismarck 
in the last century. But it 
has taken a damning sur- 
vey to force the political 
heavyweights to turn their 
attention to a problem 
which in the long term 
could do untold damag e to 
the country’s Social Secu- 
rity System which depends 
on contributions from 
workers and employers. 

Wolfgang Schaeuble, 
number two in the ruling 
Christian Democratic 
Union (CDU) Party, said 
the present situation was 
“unacceptable,” adding: “It 
is the very foundations of 
our social system which 
are threatened with col- 
lapse.” 

Like the SPD. many 


CDU members deplore the 
loss for social security cof- 
fers of funds they can ill- 
afford to do without 
Today, there are about two 
million fewer people con- 
tributing to social security 
than in 1992. 

To lift the exoneration of 
contributions for “small 
jobs" would bring in more 
than 10 billion marks ($5.7 
billion), Zuleger said. 

Heiner Geissler. a CDU 
heavyweight said a bill 
would shortly go before 
parliament to limit the 
number of 610-mark jobs. 
He even called for a con- 
sensus on the issue with the 
SPD which welcomed the 
move while expressing 
doubts thar the CDU could 
“free itself from the claws" 
of its government ally, the 
FDP liberal party. 

The FDP has criticised 
efforts to lift the exonera- 
tion as “anti-social" and 
has vowed to defend “flex- 
ibility" in the job market 

Industry too has joined 
the fray with the president 
of the employers’ federa- 
tion Dieter Hundt predict- 
ing more unemployment 
and “a boom in moonlight- 
ing.” A federation of inde- 
pendent employers said 
two thirds of its members 
would scrap the “jobs” 
without replacing them or 
would down-size its staff 
to make up money lost in 
social costs. 

If a reasonable solution is 
found it will be adopted 
“even without the FDP.” 
said Schaeuble. However 
within the CDU he is cer- 
tain to face opposition 
from leaders of small busi- 
nesses. 

A motion adopted., last 
week at the CDU confer- 
ence in Leipzig was. delib- 
erately non-committal. 


Levy says Jewish settlement construction 
will be limited to ‘necessary minimum’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

construction in Arab east 
Jerusalem where Israel is 
building a Large Jewish set- 
tlement! The eastern sector 
is claimed by the Palestini- 
ans as a future capital, and 
the start of construction in 
March of the Jewish settle- 
ment on the hilltop of Jabal 
Abu Ghneim triggered the 
breakdown of peace talks. 

Mr. Olmert said Israel 
was determined to com- 
plete the setdement in Abu 
Ghneim. 

“The international com- 
munity and the Palestinians 
understand that Har Homa 
will be built.” Mr. Olmert 
said on Israel radio. “It 
can't be otherwise. It’s an 
indivisible part of Israel’s 
national consensus.” 

Mr. Netanyahu has made 
conflicting promises in the 


past in an attempt to please 
the Americans as well as 
far-right members of his 
coalition who have enough 
support to topple his gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Ross, the U.S. envoy, 
returned to the Middle Hast 
on Sunday to supervise the 
work of nine committees 
discussing outstanding 
issues from peace agree- 
ments already signed. 

The Pales tinian-Israeli 
committees deal with the 
establishment of a Palestin- 
ian seaport and airport in 
Gaza and the creation of 
“safe passage” routes for 
Palestinians across Israeli 
territory between the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank. 

The committee dis- 
cussing the airport reported 
progress Monday. 

According to the senior 
Palestinian on the commit- 


tee, Fayez Zeidan, there 
will be a joint Israeli-Pales- 
tinian checkpoint at the 
entrance to the airport. 
Palestinian officials will be 
in charge of stamping pass- 
ports and customs officials, 
with Israeli officers pre- 
sent, but not visible. Mr. 
Zeidan said. A similar 
arrangement is in place at 
the Allenby Bridge cross- 
ing between the West Bank 
and Jordan, with Israeli 
officials sitting behind one- 
way windows. 

“We have reached a com- 
promise on 30 per cent of 
the issues regarding the 
operation of the airport,” 
Mr. Zeidan said during a 
break in the talks. “Still, 
there are many gaps and 
differences regarding secu- 
rity and aviation.” 


Ross frustrated over slow progress in talks 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Netanyahu on Sun- 
day said Israel would hand 
Over no more territory until 
it had seen “a systematic 
and long-term war” by the 
PNA against Islamists and 
other parties responsible 
for anti-Israeli attacks. 

In the absence of likely 
progress on these core 
issues, Mr. Ross appeared 
to focus his efforts on 
achieving a start ro imple- 
mentation of interim peace 
accords frozen months ago 
by Mr. Netanyahu. 

Palestinian and Israeli 
sources said the Levy- 
Abbas talks would be 
joined by negotiators who 
have been trying to wrap 
up an agreement on open- 
ing a Palestinian airport in 
the south of the Gaza Snip. 

The airfield, considered a 
key symbol of sovereignty 
by the Palestinians, should 
have been opened months 
ago but the project has 
been blocked by Palestin- 


ian rejection of Israeli 
demands for full security 
control over the facility. 

Israel was expected to 
renew an offer to let Presi- 
dent Arafat use the airfield, 
which is virtually complet- 
ed, pending a definitive 
agreement on opening the 
airport to the public. 

Israel made an identical 
offer in March but has 
since refused to allow the 
Palestinian President to use 
the airfield, apparently due 
to continuing disputes over 
security arrangements. 

Mr. Levy and Mr. Abbas 
head the Israeli and Pales- 
tinian negotiating teams 
and met in New York at the 
end of September, breaking 
a seven-month bait in high- 
level contacts between the 
two sides. 

At that time they agreed 
to resume negotiations on 
implementing interim 
accords — which in addi- 
tion to the airport require 
Israel to release Palestinian 
prisoners and approve con- 


struction of a Palestinian 
seaport and safe passage 
corridors between the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Negotiators Levy and 
Abbas also agreed to begin 
preparatory talks aimed at 
launching accelerated 
negotiations on a perma- 
nent peace settlement. 
Those talks are due to 
begin next week in Wash- 
ington. 

Chief Palestinian nego- 
tiator Saeb Erakat reiterat- 
ed Monday that the Pales- 
tinians would agree to an 
Israeli proposal to speed up 
the so-called final status 
negotiations only “on con- 
dition that Israel stop all 
unilateral acts, especially 
in Jerusalem, that might 
prejudice the negotiations.” 

In addition to settlement 
construction, Palestinians 
say these acts include 
demolition of Arab homes 
and land confiscations to 
build settlements or new 
roads for settlers. 



The God of Small 
Things 

By Apwdhati Roy 
Published by Flamingo. 
1997 

CRITICS IN London are 
scratching their heads and 
starting to question the 
judgement methods of an 
award-giving body that last 
week celebrated a non- 
establishment, non-main- 
stream literary work. 

The facts are that the win- 
ner of the 1997 Booker 
Prize is a first-time novel- 
ist regards her achievement 
as a reflection on her past 
rather than her future, and 
is able to assert publicly 
that she may never write 
another book. 

In spite of this postmod- 
ernist subjectivist stance, 
or more appropriately 
largely due to it the book 
that caused the critics' dis- 
pleasure in London seems 
to have all the traits of a 
well-deserved win. 

“To Mary Roy who grew 
me up” states the dedica- 
tion page of Arundhati 
Roy's The God of Small 
Things, this year’s Booker 
Prize winner, and this is the 
start of no ordinary novel. 

Roy enters her narrative 
world by deploying a 
child’s view of events, a 
child’s view transmitted 
through adult control, 
through a 3rd person narra- 
tor who integrates other 
characters’ perspectives at 
different stages of the 
story’s development. 

The novel’s setting is in 
Ayenemen, India. Rahel is 


returning after a twenty- 
three year absence to her 
hometown where she has 
been separated from her 
non-identical twin, Estha. 
Non-identical, “dizygotic,” 
but this is the twin whose 
identity and five senses she 
shares, and whose funny 
dreams she giggles at in the 
middle of the night. 

Separation and a funeral. 
A cousin, aged nine, 

drowned during childplay, 
and Rahel remembers see- 
ing her cousin’s not-yet- 
dead view of the church 
ceiling from her open cof- 
fin, and bearing the inside- 
the- coffin noises of clumps 
of earth as they hit the lid. 
A pre-death funeral. A bur- 
ial of literal suffocation. 

Roy takes us into the cen- 
tral circle of her well- 
devised plot and moves us 
outwardly, but not system- 
atically. Fusing timeshifts 
with a multi-level narrative 
perspective, Roy uses these 
two incidents of separation 
and suffocation as the apex 
around which the family 
drama unfolds. 

And what a drama 

A family’s metaphorical 
drowning in the quicksand 
of its traditions, caste sys- 
tems, matter-of-course 
wife-bashing, repressed 
sexual desires, frustrated 
loves, unacknowledged 
achievements and thwarted 
ambitions. 

And in the middle of all 
this, the twins who watch 
and absorb the “little 
things" unfolding daily in 


front of them. Little 
things like “Prer NUN 
sea ayshims” and love 
laws and midriff kisses 
on silver stretchmarks 
and plastic watches 
that always read ten to 
two. 

Roy's language is a 
relief from the monoto- 
ny of one-dimensional 
linear naturalism. Here 
is the poetic language 
of magic realism, 
evocatively imagistic, 
provocatively stilted 
and unabashedly play- 
ful. 

Roy's use of cut-off 
sentences, phonetically 
spelt words, capitalised 
expressions (in the 
paraphrased version of 
one critic: In Order To 
Emphasise A Point, but 
in my view Roy effec- 
tively draws on a 
child’s reading of 
her/his sense of the 
official world's use of 
signs and sign-posting, 
rules and regulations, 
to the point of integrat- 
ing the “capitalised” 
tone into a child’s daily 
life, taking on its som- 
bre character. The rela- 
tionship between chil- 
dren and officialdom 
is, after all, a constant 
reference in the narra- 
tive.) 

For this part of the 
world, a novel like The 
God of Small Things, with 
its distinctive literary style 
and its postcolonial setting, 
complicated by the burden 
of cultural traditions, 
should strike a familiar note 


with local readers. 

The God of Small Things 
may not be the work of a 
literary “great,” nor the 
work of a popular writer of 
fiction. 

And though the critics 


mhy not like it, here’s a 
novel written in English, 
but which isn't English lit- 
erature. 

Haya Husseini 


Scholar challenges biblical myths 


BOOK REVIEW 


just how far this contempo- arship is still evoked to sup- 
rary contest for Palestine has port the fanatical American, 
influenced the way in which settlers at Hebron and the 

the ancient past has been hysterical bullying of Prime 

imagined. Even though the Minister Benyamin 

Zionist struggle was not Netanyahu. Perhaps the real- 


The Invention of Ancient 
Israel: The SOencing of 
Palestinian History 
Kdtti W. Wmtelam 
Rontiedge, London. 
1996 

AMONG THE many learned 
participants at die seventh 
Jerusalem Day Symposium 
last October (held ai 
Amman’s Royal Culture 
Centre) was the author of the 
present book. Professor 
Keith W. White! am. head of 
the department of religious 
studies at the University of 
Starling in Scotland. His 
paper entitled “Western 
Scholarship and the Silenc- 
ing of Palestinian History” 
was among a group of Eng- 
lish contributions which 
complemented those in Ara- 
bic. Other English papers by 
Dr. Thomas L. Thompson, 
professor of archaeology and 
theology. University of 
Copenhagen, author of 
Ancient History of the Peo- 
ple of IsraeL and Reverend 
Dr. Michael Prion head of die 
department of theology and 
religious studies, Sl Mary’s 
University College, Straw- 
berry Hill UJC. provided a 
rich state-of-tbe-art introduc- 
tion to developments in sev- 
eral fields which have com- 
bined in the last 20 years to 
challenge the Zionist 
assumptions of biblical 
scholarship, a major bastion 
of Western Orientalism. In 
addition to the distinguished 
papers presented in Arabic, 
these English presentations 
constitute an impressive sur- 
vey of a new global para- 
digm shift in thinking about 
such deeply rooted arche- 
types as “the Holy Land,” the 
“Chosen People ” and 
Ancient Israel. 

This sea-change in percep- 
tion is the Western counter- 
part to that which is occur- 
ring concomitantly in the 

East: Dr. Kama! Salibi’s 

book. The Bible Came from 
Arabia, occasioned a reply 
by Syrian scholar and 
mythographer Fuas 

Sawwah, whose extensive 
writings in Arabic on the cul- 
tural implications of ancient 
pre-biblical Sumerian figures 
such as Gilgamesb and 
Ifihtnr, and on the nature of 
myth itself have culminated 
recently in a volume which 
interprets recent archaeologi- 
cal findings as deconstruct- 
ing traditional assumptions 
about Davidic and Solomon- 
ic kingdoms. It is to be 
hoped that the contributions 
to the Jerusalem Day Sympo- 
sium in Arabic, most of 
which deal with issues of 
Palestinian rights in contem- 
porary Jerusalem, will be 


translated into English and 
that these English papers 
may be translated into Arabic 
so that this common grbund, 
so mutually supportive, may 
. be mutually explored. 

Professor Whitelam’s 
book. The Invention of 
Ancient Israel: the Silencing 
of Palestinian History, exam- 
ines in detail the assumptions 
underlying the supposedly 
objective disciplines of Bibli- 
cal Archaeology. Originally 
intending to write a history of 
ancient Palestine, the author 
says, he was forced to recog- 
nise “thar any such project 
has m confront and over- 
come the vast obstacle of 
what might be termed ‘the 
discourse of biblical studies," 
a part of the complex net- 
work of scholarly work 
which [Edward] Said identi- 
fied as ’Orientalist dis- 
course.” The history of 
ancient Palestine has been 
ignored and silenced by bib- 
lical studies because its 
object of interest has been an 
ancient Israel conceived and 
presented as the taproot of 
Western civilization." 

In tracing the post-mod- 
ernist realisation that the 
search for ancient Israel was 
less a disinterested recon- 
struction of the past than an 
important contemporary 
question of identity and 
power. Whitelam traces the 
attitudes of the pioneers of 
biblical archaeology like 
George A Smith whose 1894 
The Historical Geography of 
the Holy Land Especially in 
Relation to the History of 
Israel and the Early Church 
was enormously influential. 
It was Smith whose 
announcement in December 
1872 to the Society of Bibli- 
cal Archaeology of his dis- 
covery of fragments of a 
Hood narrative among the 
Assyrian tablets in the British 
Museum was to stimulate the 
search for additional tablets, 
financed by those who 
wished to prove, not the exis- 
tence of an ancient Eastern 
pre-biblical culture, but the 
validity of the Old Testa- 
ment Smith had in mind the 
needs and desires of “stu- 
dents of the Bible,” and he 
was quick to see the political 
and military implications of 
features of the landscape in 
view of the need for the 
assertion of European control 
over the area: he supported 
the idea of building a railway. 

“Not only will it open up 
the most fertile pans of the 
country, and bring back 
European civilisation to 
where it once was supreme, 
on the east of the Jordan; but 
if ever European aims return 
to the country — as. in a con- 


test for Egypt or for the Holy 
Places, when may they not 
return? — this railway run- 
ning from the coast across 
the central battlefield of 
Palestine will be of immense 
strategic value. 

Whitelam shows how die 
renowned Biblical Archaeol- 
ogist W. F. Albright con- 
sciously interpreted his find- 
ings in the light of Christian 
readings of Old Testament 
prophecy. and Kathleen 
Kenyon was puzzled that, 
where die expected to find 
the rains of great cities, she 
found nothing to substantiate 
the tradition of Davidic and 
Solomonic empires. In a fas- 
cinating footnote Whitelam 
traces Albright's belief that 
the Suez Canal was the bor- 
der between the Western 
World and the Communist 
East, and shows that he 
argued against Israel return- 
ing any of die land taken in 
die 1967 war, so vociferous 
in his political support for 
Israel that be was warned by 
colleagues to tone down his 
rhetoric so as to seem more 
objective. Perhaps the most 
fascinating inright in White- 
lam’s book is the idea that 
mid-twentieth-century West- 
ern scholars projected back 
into the remote past their 
own concept of the nation- 
state and empire-building, 
creating the anachronism of 
an ancient Israel imagined as 
having the features of a mod- 
em nation or “empire.” The 
archaeological evidence 
points to largely indigenous 
developments within Pales- 
tine (i-e. not external inva- 
sion) which includes 
nomad/pastoralist groups in 
the process of sedentarisation 
but also movement of vil- 
lagers to the highlands fol- 
lowing the decline of urban 
trade in the lowlands and 
throughout the eastern 
Mediterranean. But in an 

astonishing manoeuvre, not 
unlike toe emperor’s new 
clothes; in toe total absence 
of evidence to support the 
c laim, just at toe time when 
Zionism required iu an 
andent Israel was fabricated 
to support modem Jewish 
claims to toe land. 

“The context of claim and 
counter-c laim over toe pos- 
session or dispossession of 
land means that biblical 
scholarship, in its construc- 
tion of an ancient Israelite 
state, is implicated in con- 
temporary struggles for the 
land. The Zionist struggle 
for toe realisation of a sover- 
eign and independent state 
has dominated the history of 
the region throughout this 
century. What has not been 
sufficiently appreciated is 


realised until 1948 with toe 
founding of toe modem state 
of Israel, events earlier in the 
century have made an indeli- 
ble mark upon the conscious 
and largely unconscious 
assumptions of biblical 
scholars as they have imag- 
ined toe Davidic post as a 
golden age of Israelite histo- 
ry” 

Whitelam recounts toe 
insight of Homi Bhabha who 
(in Nation and Narration, 
1992) has said if nations are 
narrations, then narrations of 
the past are intricately linked 
to the realities of toe present 
excluding other possible rep- 
resentations or creations of 
the past Far from being toe 
disinterested scientists they 
pretend to be, Whitelam 
argues, “Biblical specialists 
and archaeologists have 
searched for and constructed 
a large, powerful, sovereign 
and autonomous Iron Age 
State attributed to its founder 
David. It is this 'fact’ which 
has dominated toe discourse 
of biblical studies throughout 
this century. ... a ‘fact,’ more 
than any other which has 
silenced Palestinian history 
and obstructed alternative 
claims to the past.” 

One of toe manufacturers 
of this imagined Israelite 
state is John Bright, who in 
his 1972 A History of Israel 
regards toe rise of toe “unit- 
ed monarchy” of David and 
Solomon as having trans- 
formed ancient Israel into 
“one of toe ranking powers 
of toe contemporary world.” 

“It would appear from 
Bright’s narration that toe 
inhabitants of small rural 
materially poor villages in 
toe highlands of Palestine 
had outstripped the great 
riverine civilizations of 
Egypt and Mesopotamia to 
claim a place as a world-class 
power." 

Whitelam shows how this 
imaginary kingdom con- 
structed by Bright and others 
coincides with and enhances 
the aspirations of Ben-Guri- 
on and Menachem Begin, as 
Noam Chomsky so eloquent- 
ly points out in The Fateful 
Triangle. Even though more 
recent scholars like G. W. 
Ahlstrom and N. P. Lemche 
have questioned these main- 
stream assumptions on the 
basis of their lack of archaeo- 
logical evidence, the totter- 
ing edifice of biblical schol- 


isation that the war for Eretz 
Israel has been lost in toe 
scholarly world makes pre- 
sent-day leaders like 
Netanyahu and Bill Clinton 
nervous about securing 
“facts on toe ground” before 
the general public wakes up 
and realises that the present 
empire, like toe fictional 
andent emperor, is stark 
naked. 

On my desk as I write this 
review, ires a perfect illustra- 
tion of the ongoing creation 
of toe myth of "andent 
Israel.” A colleague sent me 
two clippings, one from toe 
Jerusalem Post of July 24, 
the other from toe London 
Times of July 26, 1997, in 
which Israeli anthropologist 
Joe Zias reveals that Yigael 
Yadin, (toe Israeli archaeolo- 
gist who figured prominently 
in securing toe famous Dead 
Sea scrolls and in toe reburial 
of bones from Massada), had 
recorded in unpublished 
notes that pig bones bad been 
found among the remains of 
the supposed heroic Jewish 
defenders of Massada. The 
author of toe Jerusalem Post 
article, Abraham Rabinovich 
says, “The reburial at the foot 
of Massada in 1969 of 
andent human remains 
found atop toe mount was 
one of toe most impressive 
funerals toe country has ever 
seen, one worthy of toe place 
Massada has achieved as a 
national myth." Since as Joe 
Zias learned, Roman burial 
customs required the sacri- 
fice of a pig to make a burial 
legal, the remains were prob- 
ably either Roman or Byzan- 
tine. Though he clearly sus- 
pected this, Yigael Yadin 
publidy d aimed toe bones 
found in a cave at Massada 
were those of heroic defend- 
ers of toe last Jewish hold- 
outs from Roman soldiers in 
AD 66. 

Professor Whitelam’s book 
is a must for anyone who 
hopes to see a just resolution 
of the imperialist land-grab 
which, in the name of a false 
history, continues at this 
moment to rob all non-Jew- 
ish people in Palestine, that 
diverse human tapestry — 
Philistine, Phoenician. 

Caananite, Moabite, 

Chaldean. Amelekite, Amor- 
ite.etc. etc. — of their place 
in their land, past and future. 

A. Clair Brandabur 
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JORDAN MAGNESIA COMPANY LTD. 
Pre-Qualification of Turnkey Contractor for 
Magnesium Oxide Project 
Tender No . : MgO-3197 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The Jordan Magnesia Company intends to erect a plant to produce high 
quality Magnesium Oxide in Jordan. The plant will be designed for the 
production of 50000 tonnes per year of High Quality Dead Burned 
Magnesium Oxide and 10000 tonnes per year of Speciality Products from 
Dead Sea brine by using the Precipitation Process. The plant will be located 
at the southern end of the Dead Sea, close to the Arab Potash Complex near 
the town of Safi, approximately 120 km south of Amman and 220 km north 
of the Red Sea port of Aqaba. A product storage and ship loading facility 
will be located at Aqaba, which form part of the project 

SCOPE OF CONTRACT 

Tender documents will be issued to qualified contractors which will 
include a basic engineering package requiring tenders on a turnkey basis. 
The Contract will include detail engineering design for all. disciplines 
covering both Safi site & Aqaba terminal including Civil, Structural, 
Mechanical, Piping, Electrical, Controls and Instrumentation, Building 
Services and Fire Protection, and procurement of all plant process and 
utility equipment and delivery to site.Construction will include temporary 
construction facilities, site preparation, foundations, buildings and steel 
structures, installation of all mechanical/electrical equipment, 
instrumentation, piping systems, tanks, bins, loading & unloading facilities 
and painting. The contract will also include testing, commissioning , - 
start-up and putting the plant into normal operation, plus one year 
maintenance guarantee. 

PRE-QUALIFICATION DOCUMENTS 

Interested contractors who have the necessary design and construction 
resources may apply for the Pre-Qualification Booklet. This booklet will 
explain in general, the services required, and is available until November 
10 th , 1997 against 300 US$ from 

JORDAN MAGNESIA COMPANY LTD. 

ADLI CENTER- SHMEISANI 
P.O. BOX 941701, 11194, AMMAN- JORDAN 
TEL. 9626 691201/3/4 & 9626 695945 FAX 9626 695939 & 9626 691156 

Final date for submitting the prequalification documents is 12:00 hrs noon, 
November 20 th T997. 

Chairman of the Board 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 


1 

6 Henry of 
basebal 
11 Literary 
monogram 

14 Italian seaport 

15 Grassy plain 

16 Molasses Bquor 

17 Kind of clause 

19 Ripen 

20 January: Sp. 

21 Sharp pain 

23 Brightly shining 

25 Fruit liquor 

26 Most urgent 

27 Casino 
employee 

28 Hoard 

29 Fissure 

30 In the manner of 

33 Camera's eye 

34 Hammerhead or 
loan 

35 Tater 

36 Byrnes or 
Roush 

37 Heavy leather 
trousers 
One at — 
Purplish red 
Onus 
Indigene, 

Least adorned 
Tomorrow, to 
Toledo 
Buenos- 
Gelid 

Chess champ 
AngeTs favorite 
letters? 

Angled for 
elvers 

— Haute, Ind. 
Certain hi 
God 

Minneapolis 
suburb 

DOWN 

1 Ovum 

2 Debussy's “La 

3 A pig — poke 

4 Lacking vitafity 

5 Dolor 

6 Frighten 

7 Choir voice 
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8 Cheer word 

9 Kind of mind 

10 Connecticut city 

11 Michigan city 

12 Baby carriage 

13 Captain Hook's 
aide 

18 Accompfehment 

22 Resembling: 
suff. 

23 Aspired 

24 Colorado River 
gorge 

25 Tolerates 

26 Roy’s singing 
partner 

27 Fall in folds 

29 Pursue 

31 Director Sidney 

32 Gulf of the 
Arabian Sea 

34 Mock serenade 
tor newlyweds 

35 Emphasized 

37 Cowered 
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□ 

aana 

m 

EDEEl 


Al rights rosorved. 


38 Golden 

40 Greek letter 

41 Brewer’s yeast 

42 Mother-of-pearl 

43 Hen 

44 Steam 


45 Difl herb, old 
style 

48 Ring master 

49 Numerical prefix 

50 Sea eagle 

51 Power agey. 
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Government puts 
JTC privatisation 
into high gear 


By Suha Ma’ayeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Transport, and 
Telecommunications Min- 
ister Bassam Saket said 
Monday his minis try will 
forge ahead with plans to 
privatise the Jordan 
Telecommunications Com- 
pany (JTC) and will sell 40 
per cent of JTC shares to a 
strategic partner to be 
selected in accordance with 
international tender regula- 
tions and criteria. 

Dr. Saket told the Jordan 
Times that the strategic 
partner sought should not 
necessarily be an investor 
in terms of financial 
weight but a partner which 
can provide technical 
expertise. 

The government’s plans 
to privatise JTC was 
announced following the 
Cabinet meeting last Satur-. 
day. 

“The ministry will place a 
tender for interested parties 
which will be requested to 
comply with certain condi- 
tions,” said Dn SakeL 

The remaining 60 per 


cent of the company's 
shares, Dr. Saket added, 
will be offered to the public 
in accordance with the 
companies law. 

The Cabinet also 
announced that the govern- 
ment will provide the JTC 
with a licence to establish, 
manage and operate a 
mobile network, which will 
start operations as of Nov. 
1, 1998, after the expiration 
of the mandate of the com- 
pany presently operating 
the present mobile network. 

“In such a growing mar- 
ket, the new network will 
create competition with the 
present mobile company 
which wiD be encouraged 
to introduce up-dated ser- 
vices.” Dr. Saket said. 

The new mobile compa- 
ny, which the government 
will ensure it provides 
quality services, will be the 
last to be licenced until the 
year 2001, Dr. Saket added. 

The government’s deci- 
sion to privatise the JTC 
was part of the Kingdom’s 
efforts to encourage foreign 
investment in both the pub- 
lic and private sectors. 


Abu Dhabi considering 
privatisation of ports 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
Gulf emirate of Abu Dhabi is 
considering selling part of its 
port operations to the private 
sector to expand services and 
ro meet growing business, an 
Abu Dhabi port official said. 

Hassan A1 Qamzi. undersec- 
retary of the Abu Dhabi Sea- 
ports Department, said the 
sale could include warehous- 
es. containers, refrigeration 
and maintenance operations. 

“A study -on privatisation of 


those sections will be present- 
ed to the executive council 
(local government) for a final 
decision,” Mr. Qamzi told the 
business weekly Emirates 
Today, 

“like other important eco- 
nomic sectors, privatisation of 
ports has become imperative 
and it should be carried out at 
all United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) ports. Such a move 
will have positive effects on 
port services,” he said. 


Austrian Airlines helds conference 
at the Dead Sea 

THE AUSTRIAN AIRLINES held ifs annual Middle East 
conference at the Dead Sea Hotel and was attended by the 
airline's directors in Turkey. Syria. Iran. Lebanon, the Gulf 
region and Jordan as well as a delegation From the Austrian 
Airlines in Austria. 

The conference which was held on Tuesday and Wednesday OcL 
14 and 15. 1997 was extremely successful and included tourist 
trips.The delegation expressed admiration of Joidan and the 
excellent treatment accorded its members and the facilities 
offered them at the Queen Alia International Airport 
In cooperation with its general agent in Jordan — Petra Tours — 
he Austrian Airlines hosted a reception in honour of the 
delegation and in observance of completion of five years since 
the start of the Austrian Airlines' operations to Jordan. 

Mr- Sami Abul Saud. director oF the Austrian Airlines office in 
Jordan, presented a briefing about the facilities offered by the 
airlines to the tourist and travel offices and the passengers and 
the number of flights to Jonlan in addition to new routes to 
Europe and America. 


Peanuts 




TOE MAN AT TOE STORE 
| THOUGHT IT WAS VERT FUNNY 
THAT YOU WEAR OUT SO 

many supper dishes.. 



HE PROBABLY NEVER 
LICKS THE BOTTOM 
OF THE DISH.. 
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horoscope 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY. OCTCffiER^i;.^^^ 


~By~Unda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. | 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) There s — — 
Soundvou. Take five minutes to set pnontiaL A 
i: VK awav can give you some very good 
how to deal with a situation close at home. lAfeaijeafesi 
know wbai’s going on with you. Keep the convasa^oag»_ 

fidentiaL . ^ -j.. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) If you're 
ins a bis purchase, you should be shopping ng&tBow; Efctfr 
b m anything, just get the prices. Be sure to hoU &&& „ 
good bargain. If you see one. snatch it up. You re sirf&gsta 
shopper, you might even go into the business. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) There could be 
of money coming into your account It would be frate far 
way, and it also has ro do with a partnership. If you doaT 
know of any money coming in at all, you may be stopped 
to get a refund check in the mail. If that doesn’t happen: 
either; ask for one. .1 > : 1 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Scsacond Q 
pushing your buttons. To give credit where it’s due. a most 
be acknowledged that you push their buncos right back. 
Everybody's in a state of agitation. Luckily, you’re strong 
enough to hold your own, even in this rowdy crowd Have a 
good time, while you’re at it. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Today there’s a hassle going 
on. Action is required, and so is a decision. You may feeUike 
you can’t really make up your mind yet You’re going ®o 
have to do it pretty soon. Some of the pressure is coming 
from a very dear friend, so, relax. It will do you good if* 
hurts you at all. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You could be 
approached by a friend in need. You're not in a veiy soBd 
financial situation yourself. Encourage your financially 
impaired associate to market another of his orhertaknts. Do 
it together, to gel rid of all your money worries. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) The powers that be 
are pushing you towards success. An older woman is 
involved. If you go along with her agenda, vour success is 
assured You’ll also use a loved one’s advice and inf ormati on 
you’ve learned recently. You are not alone. Relax and do 
what the others tell you. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You feel Eke try? 
ing something you’ve never done before. So if you see a fab-* 
ulcus opportunity, go for it It might mean you have to trav- 
el a little farther. That’s not a detriment. Don’t even worry 
about the money. You'll make it back sooner, rather than 
later. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Your 
focus is on jointly held finances. You need to get your money 
into order This is the perfect time of year to make those deci- 
sions. You don’t need to do the whole thing today. Make an 
appointment with your attorney and/or accountant. They’ll 
help you gel organised 

CAPRICORN: (December 2Z to January 20) You've got 
everybody interested in taking action, but nobody knows 
what to do. Assign duties. Stay in charge. Anticipate break- 
downs. Whatever you have planned this evening, expect it to 
go some other way than you expected. If you know that 
ahead of time, it won’t be such a shock. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Yp^ie got 
clients calling from aQ over the [dace. Friends bavtMssign- 
ments for you. Don’t worry if it seems like there’s afifetiy of 
activity. Other people look to you for counsel and adykx. 
Help them settle down and get their own jobs done. That'S 
give you more time to do yours. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Your attention is on 
someone you love. This relationship is developing quite 
nicely. The two of you have a lot to discuss. Money trauma, 
for example. Don't let it get in the way of a beautiful tiring. 
You can. find a way to get everything. Think about it for a lit- 
tle while longer 




Birthstoneof October: Opal — Tourmaline 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“My doctor says I’m a good candidate 
for the flu. I didn’t know that was 
something you could vote on.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

I® by Hwiri AnwW and MBW Ajtfrlon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to farm 

four ordinary words. 



FLUTIP 


TE 


RUMABI 


r > 

LJ 

n 

□ 


WHAT THE YOUNG 
PHOTOGRAPHER 
THOUGHT THE 
LIGHTING LESSON 
WAS. 

L 

Now arrange the circled tatters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

rnumng 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterdays Jumbles: SOUSE NOISY FEDORA CHROME 
I Answer Why the game warden didn't beBeve hte 
Story -IT SEEMED FISHY 


Answer: 


% < 


4 : :_ 




P-t; 




[in-: 

vT . • — 
I i- 


■is' 
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A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Investments drop by 61.4 per cent 
during first nine months of this year 


** THE LATEST statistics from 
the Directorate of Companies 
Control at the Ministry of Indus- 
try, Trade and Supply show that 
until the end of September 1997 a 
total of 46.572 companies capi- 
talised at JD4, 1 34 million was 
registered at the directorate. 

Trie total during the first nine 
months of this year was 3,598 
companies compared to 3,521 
companies that registered during 
the first nine months of last year. 
But the capital of those companies 
was down by 61.4 per cent as it 
amounted to ID 174.94 million 
during the Januaiy-September 
period of 1997 compared to 
JD453.7 million during the same 

S iriod of 1996. 

uring the month of September 
alone, a total of 354 companies 
capitalised at JD6.59 million was 
registered compared to 352 com- 
panies capitalised at around 
JD16.8 million during September 
of 1996. This represents a drop of 
61 per cent 

Various types of companies were 
registered; during last month but 
none was from the public share- 
holding category. Two public 
shareholding “ companies capi- 


talised 


million were regis- 



tered during September 1996. 

By sector, 17 industrial companies 


r" s s~ 



registered last month bringing in 
JD687.000 in investments com- 
pared to JD 1.11 million of indus- 
trial investments during the same 
month of 1996. The trade sector 
absorbed 207 new companies 
(224 companies during; September 
19961 capitalised at JB3.2 million. 

The volume of commercial invest- 
ment was 70.6 per cent lower than 
the JD 10.95 million registered 
during September 1996. 

There was also a decline in agri- 
cultural investments as investors 
shunned the farming sector last 
month. During September 1996 
one agricultural company capi- 
talised at JIM million was regis- 
tered. ... 

The only two sectors that posted 
higher investments last month 
were the construction and service 
sectors. In the construction area, 
six companies carrying nearly half 
a million dinars of capital were 
registered compared to three com- 
panies capitalised at JD 160,000 
during September 1996. 

The services sector received 
JD2.I6 million of investments 
from 100 companies compared to 
JD0.6 million of investments from 
95 companies that registered dur- 
ing September 1996 (A1 Ra’i). 


f <£ 



The Business of Information 


Uajor Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 20/10/9718:07 


US Dollar 

> DEKKark 0.5845 

QB Sterling 1.6308 
CHftanc 0.6708 

JP Yen 0.0082 

CADoUar. 0.722T 
IT lira 0.0006 

NL Guilder 05013 

FR Franc 0.1685 



Middle Eastern Currencies 







Energy 



Mid-East Currencies 
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JOD Cross Rates 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 






Jordan telecoms privatisation 
seen boldest step so far 


Jordan prepares for new economic 
and trade agreement with Russia 


By Suleiman Ai Khali di 

Renters 

AMMAN — Jordan's 
move to sell a major chunk 
of its profit-generating 
telecommunications firm to 
a foreign investor is its 
boldest privatisation move 
so far, investment analysts 
said Monday. 

They applauded a Cabinet 
decision on Saturday to 
endorse a recommendation 
by the top privatisation 
body to raise the equity 
stake on offer to foreign 
investors .in the Jordan 
Telecommunications Com- 
pany (JTC) to 40 per cent 
from 26 per cent_ 

Tie proposed sale would 
make Jordan the first Arab 
state to allow private for- 
eign ownership of its fixed 
network, while retaining a 
JTC monopoly on the oper- 
ation of fixed lines till 
2002 . 

Investment analysts said 
the pioneering sell-off 
could bolster Jordan’s 
investor image, until now 
hurt by the slow pace of the 
country’s privatisation 
which critics say has been 
marred by piecemeal steps 
and the lack of a coherent 
strategy. 

“It is a solid step in the 
right direction because of 
the keeness on making the 
privatisation plan a success 
as shown by the big 
increase in the size of the 
proposed sale,” said Omar 
Masri, investment manager 
who runs the Amman-based 
Atlas Investment Group. 

“The higher share makes 


it more saleable to the 
international Telecommuni- 
cations operators who have 
shown interest,” said Ziad 
Al Bash a, securities man- 
ager at Jordan’s British 
Bank of the Middle East. 

Some say the present 
government, seen by ana- 
lysts as a caretaker authori- 
ty appointed to see Jordan 
through its November par- 
liamentary elections, has 
moved to preempt any foot- 
dragging by a new govern- 
ment and ward off future 
resistance from lobbies 
fearful of foreign asset 
Stripping. 

But although Mr. Masri 
and others said the step was 
bound to be well received 
by international investors, it 
raised much higher expec- 
tations on Jordan ro per- 
form by global investors. 

‘They have to ensure it’s 
a resounding success 
because this is their jewel in 
the crown," Mr. Masri said. 

The telecommunications 
sale is the major privatisa- 
tion move, aside from a 
long planned sell-off of a 
33 per cent stake in the 
state-owned cement firm, 
Jordan Cement Factories. 

Unlike some shares sell- 
offs in loss-making con- 
cerns which Jordan has 
offered to investors, the 
proposed 40 per cent equity 
sale of the firm is a poten- 
tial money spinner for 
investors. 

Revenues of JTC in 1997 
are expected to post a 
healthy rise from 172 mil- 
lion dinars ($243 million) 
in 1996, mostly from its 


monopoly on international 
calls. 

“They have a high collec- 
tion rate of 95 per cent 
which is economically very 
feasible in terms of cash 
flow" Mr. Basha said. 

U.S. bank Merrill Lynch, 
which the government 
appointed along with its 
local partner Jordan Export 
Finance Bank, last January 
as financial adviser to the 
sale, estimates the firm's 
assets between S00 million 
to 1.5 billion dinars, indus- 
try experts say. 

A memorandum to poten- 
tial global telecom opera- 
tors detailing terms of the 
proposed sale will be offi- 
cially launched in the com- 
ing few weeks, according to 
industry sources. 

Delays have put back the 
final conclusion of the sale 
to the first half of 1998 
from an earlier year end 
schedule. 

British consultants Price 
Waterhouse, who have been 
reorganising the telecom- 
munications sector since 
1995, including making 
JTC more commercially 
driven, have evaluated its 
assets at 860 million dinars, 
according to global telecom 
experts. 

Industry officials say that 
with investment, the tele- 
coms sector in Jordan 
offers huge growth poten- 
tial because the government 
has for years used the JTC 
as a cash cow to cushion 
state finances, rather than 
investing in it. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
joint Jordani an-Russian 
economic committee will 
convene in Amman later 
this month for the con- 
clusion of a new agree- 
ment on economic and 
trade relations between 
Jordan and the Russian 
Federation. 

This was announced 
here Monday by Min- 
istry of Industry Trade 
and Supply Secretary- 
General Mohammad 
Halaiqa following a 
meeting attended by rep- 
resentatives of the vari- 
ous concerned depart- 
ments and the private 
sector who will form the 
Jodanian side to the talks 
with the Russians. 

Jordan, according to 
Dr. Halaiqa, is linked 
with the former Soviet 
Union by a 1969 trade 
and economic coopera- 
tion agreement but the 
two sides are currently 
preparing to sign a new 
agreement which, he 
said, will encourage and 
promote investments and 
the endeavours of the 
private sector in promot- 
ing bilateral trade. 

Dr. Halaiqa, said the 
new agreement will offer 
either side the most 
favoured nation treat- 
ment and will call for 
periodical meetings by 
the joint icommittee to 
review trade progress. 
He indicated that the two 
sides have prepared a 
draft accord on land 
transport between them, 
which he expects to be 
signed formally in 
Amman in December. 

The Jordanian side will 
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VALUE OPEN 
TRADED PRICE 
JD 


CLOSE CHANGE 
PRICE 



2.100 1.590 JOR FRENCH IN SDR. 


3763 1.92 


1.89 .03- 


IHSORAMCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX i 114.51 ICHG: -0.16 


2.050 

1.550 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 9 

4.030 

1.320 

IKBID ELECTRICITY 22 

7.500 

6.000 

VHCLS. OWNERS FED. 7 

3.050 

2.300 

SHIPPING LINES 15 

t 3.720 

2.890 

ARAB INTL.INV.EDOC- 9 

1.150 

.900 

ZARFA EDUCATION 

.950 

.640 

UNION LAND DEV. 




l.'-.JW- 1 

j mini 

DIALS INDEX: 111. 

.47 ZCHC: 

TO. 42 

78 

36243 

87577 





4.450 

3.030 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

21.2 

3.49 

63 

472125 

1443419 

3.07 

3.15 

.08+ 


7.050 

5.450 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

14.0 

3.33 

1 

200 

1200 

6.00 

6.00 

— 


11.140 

9.070 

JOR. PETROL - REFT NARY 

10.8 

8.00 

18 

1262 

14044 

11.14 

11.11 

.03- 


1.410 

1-050 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

9.2 

9.43 

1 

2000 

2120 

1.06 

1.06 

- 

* 

3.260 

1.480 

INDUSTRIAL COHM.AGR. 

9 

0.00 

8 

1000 

1432 

1.48 

1.41 

.07- 


4.700 

3.040 

ARAB PHARM. MAHF. 

11.9 

4.62 

35 

19000 

B2528 

4.36 

4.33 

.03- 

+ 

1-760 

1.140 

JOR. PIPES MANFCT- 

13.9 

7.14 

1 

250 

280 

1.14 

1.12 

.02- 


1.480 

1.050 

RAFIA INDUSTRIES 

9 

0.00 

7 

1450 

1813 

1.19 

1.25 

.06* 


6.000 

4.300 

DAR ALDAWA DV.IHV. 

14.0 

4.39 

9 

6300 

35804 

5.60 

5.70 

.10+ 


3.850 

2.220 

ARAB ALUM.IND. 

5.9 

10.00 

1 

250 

625 

2.50 

2.50 

— 


.710 

.450 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

10.6 

0.00 

2 

2250 

1128 

.50 

.50 

- 


.770 

.510 

NATIONAL ZKDS. 

9 

0.00 

3 

lOOO 

565 

.56 

.57 

.01+ 


1.200 

.510 

INTERNED. PETRO-CHEM. 

9 

0.00 

1 

250 

135 

.54 

.54 

- 


.890 

.530 

JOR. SULPHO-CHEH 

9 

0.00 

1 

50 

34 

.68 

.68 

— 


1.670 

1.120 

ARAB PHARH.CHEH. 

16.7 

5.34 

11 

5000 

6493 

1.30 

1.31 

.01+ 

+ 

1.400 

.630 

KAMTHZR INVEST. 

60.1 

0.00 

2 

200 

' 123 

.63 

.61 

.02- 



1.460 .890 

JOR. INDS. RESOURCES 12.0 

11 .24- 



401 .90 

.09 

.01- 
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.29 ZCHC: 
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.630 

.300 

CENTRAL CEN. STORAGE 

9 

0.00 

1 

1000 

320 

.33 

.32 

.01- 


. .610 

.380 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

10.4 

0.00 

9 

28250 

11018 

.39 

.39 

— 


1.550 

1.060 

ZARA FOR INVESTMENT 

78.7 

0.00 

2 

1250 

1490 

1.19 

1.20 

.01+ 


-BOO 

.660 

UNION INV. 50* 

9 

0.00 

6 

10250 

2665 

.75 

.76 

.01+ 


.570 

.360 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

9 

26300 

10520 

.40 

.40 

— 

N 

-950 

.720 

AL-5HARQ INV. CO. 

P 

0.00 

3 

20000 

17000 

.86 

.85 

.01- 

th 

1.110 

.850 

UNITED FOR FINAN.INV 

58.8 

0.00 

2 

2500 

2825 

1.11 

1.13 

.02+ 


.690 

.470 

ARAB FOOD ft MED. 

9 

0.00 

3 

2250 

1058 

.48 

.47 

.01- 


.540 

.380 

ARAB INTL.INV.TRD. 

44.9 

0.00 

2 

750 

294 

.39 

-39 

— 


.650 

.370 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 

0.00 

3 

1250 

463 

.37 

.37 

- 


.750 

.400 

NATL- MULT. ENG - NAMICO 

9 

0.00 

16 

17350 

7114 

.41 

.41 

— 

in 

1.100 

.890 

HEADY MIX CONCRETE ' 

14.0 

0.00 

1 

150 

174 

1.10 

1.16 

.06+ 


.810 

.710 

JORDAN STEEL 

34.4 

6.58 

3 

11050 

8390 

.75 

.76 

.01+ 


.660 

.580 

MIDBAST PHARM. 75* 

E 

0.00 

13 

35272 

13455 

.63 

.64 

.01+ 


1.400 

.860 

UNION TOBACCO' 75* 

9 

0.00 

1 

1000 

1110 

1.40 

1.36 

.04- 


.730 

.550 

RAZI PHARM. 85* 

E 

0.00 

2 

1000 

510 

.66 

.66 

- 


-460 

.290 

INDS. ENG. 

9 

0.00 

14 

42000 

13260 

.33 

.31 

.02- 


.820 

.590 

NATL. POULTRY 

E 

0.00 

4 

1700 

1080 

.64 

.64 

— 

N 

1.000 

.690 

NAT. ALUMINIUM. 75* 

96.0 

0.00 

1 

350 

154 

.70 

.69 

.01- 

N 

1.020 

.720 

ARAB 1ST - FOOD FACT. 

39.1 

0.00 

1 

500 

405 

.85 

.81 

.04- 


.840 

.580 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.5 

16.39 

6 

2500 

1513 

.61 

.61 

- 

GRAND TOTAL 





102 

206672 

94B31 
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also highlight higher 
education to secure 100 
scholarships annually for 
Jordanian students in 
Russian universities and 
will discuss ways for 
promoting Russian 
tourists to come to Jor- 
dan, according to Dr. 
Halaiqa. 

He said the Jordanian 
side will explore the pos- 
sibility of involving 
Russian firms in con- 
structing railways in Jor- 
dan and training Jordani- 
ans on building railways 
and creating a railways 
maintenance centre in 
the Kingdom. 

According to Dr. 
Halaiqa Jordan is seek- 
ing Russian expertise in 
exploiting oil shale to 
' produce energy and will 
discuss the prospect of 
creating a joint trading 
company to market Jor- 
danian goods in Russian 
markets. 

Amman will also seek 
to establish a Jordanian- 
Russian business council 
and to organise a Jor- 
danian investment semi- 
nar in Moscow to pro- 
mote the sale of Jordan- 
ian goods in Russia. 

He said the balance of 
trade is in favour of Rus- 
sia which sold Jordan 
JD36.3 million worth of 
goods last year and 
imported only JD4.6 mil- 
lion worth of Jordanian 
products. He said the 
balance of trade is in 
favour of Russia which 
sold Jordan JD36.3 mil- 
lion worth of goods last 
year and imported only 
JD4.6 million worth of 
Jordanian products. 


Jordan 
readies 
compensation 
to returnees 

AMMAN iPerra) — Jordanians 
who incurred losses from the 
Gulf war will soon be receiving 
compensation because the gov- 
ernment has just received a sum 
of $4929 million from the UN. 
compensation committee, 
according to an announcement 
by Labour Minister Saleh Kha- 
sawneh Monday. 

Dr. Khasawneh said that upon 
directives from His Majesty 
King Hussein the government 
will not deduct between one to 
three per cent of the compensa- 
tion as is admissible by the UN. 
committee. 

Dr. Khasawneh said the com- 
pensation amount has been 
entrusted to the Central Bank of 
Jordan noting that each person 
is eligible for compensation at 
the rate of S2J500 each. He indi- 
cated that the sum received was 
only a ponion of the amount 
expected and that the UN. com- 
mittee has promised to provide 
the rest soon. 

Dr. Khasawneh said he 
chaired a meeting by the Jordan- 
ian compensation committee to 
discuss the situation and to 
ensure handing the compensa- 
tion to the beneficiaries noting 
that the committee decided to 
speed up the distribution of the 
compensation which will take 
place very soon. 

Dr. Khasawneh said the com- 
mittee set up a technical sub 
committee to restudy docu- 
ments presented by the benefi- 
ciaries to ensure that they con- 
tain the correct information 
about the families noting that 
some changes have occurred 
recently to due to cases 
of divorce, births etc. 


DAJANI Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs inl8k Gold . mSaSSi • 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 

Estate 

Tel:- 810605-8106 09 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


STUDIO HBI6 

Professional qua&y in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour 8m 
ai our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30 % larger. 

• Free an 

20 x SO cm. 


Shmetsanl - Opposite 
Grimflays Bank- 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Teh 823891 



TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 

OR 

684311 - 
699634 EXT. 42 



Modern Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around the CLOCK 
Every 30 lu&iutes from Abdoi 
to Airport and Back 


For Further Detoils cci : 
Airport Branch 08-51531 
AbdaD Branch '653313 



.Mli Cird: 

Tel. 692672 Fax 674551 



Apartments 
& Villas Deluxe 
in Amman 




Real Estate 


Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
Tei. 864230 — 8651 67 






















































10 Sports 



— - . -5p-T» -1 




Florida Marlins pitcher Kevin Brown can not reach a ball that falls for a single by 
Cleveland Indians second baseman Bip Roberts that scores two runs in the 5th inning 
of the second game of the World Series. Brown’s single drove in teammates Sandy 
Alomar Jr. and Marquis Grissom (Reuters photo) 


Indians even Series 


MIAMI (AFP.) — Cleveland’s comeback 
kings thrived under adversity once more, 
pounding out 14 hits to beat the Florida 
Marlins and pull even in the World Series. 

Puerto Rico’s Sandy Alomar slammed a 
two-run home run. Bip Roberts added a 
two-run single and Marquis Grissom had 
three hits in a 6-1 rout of the-Marlins here 
Sunday, leveling the final at one triumph 
each. 

The Indians, underdogs throughout the 
playoffs, have lost the opener in all three 
post-season matchups this month. But in 
each case they rallied with a road triumph in 
the second game and went on to victory. 

“We play better under pressure.” 
Cleveland's Omar Vizquel said. “I think it 
makes us a better team.” 

Cleveland manager Mike Hargrove would 
prefer less stressful starts. 

“I don't think it’s any confidence to us. 
We don't try to do it," Hargrove said. '"But 
we know how far we have come against 
what odds this year already. 

“We’ve gotten where we are by believing 
in each other. By believing, we stay focused 
and directed, concentrated on what we’re 
doing. Then we have a chance for our talent 
to get us where we want to be” 

Major League Baseball’s best-of-seven 
championship final shifts from this warm 
vacation haven to chilly Cleveland for three 
games starting Tuesday, when Florida's AI 
Leiter pitches against Charlie Nagy. 

The Indians tagged Florida’s winningest 
pitcher, Kevin Brown, with the loss, pound- 
ing 10 of their 14 hits against him. Brown 
lost for the first time since July 27, having 
gone 9-0 in 14 starts since. 

“He wasn't in sync," Marlins manager 
Jim Leyland said, “When you're a sinker- 
ball pitcher, you live and die with ground 
balls. When they hit it at somebody it's 
great. When they find the holes it can be a 
long night” 

Grissom's three singles extended bis 
Series hit streak to 14 games and lifting his 
career Series batting average to .441 — the 


most of any Series player who has batted 50 
times or more. 

Grissom’s hit streak matches the late 
Puerto Rican star Roberto Clemente as the 
second-longest in Series history, trailing 
only the 17 in a row by Hank Bauer of the 
New York Yankees from 1956-1958. 

“I didn’t come here to set or tie records,” 
Grissom said. “I came here to win.” 

Roberts hit a two-out, two-run single up 
the middle and Grissom bit a run-scoring 
single to put Cleveland ahead 4-1 in the 
fifth inning. 

Alomar and Matt Williams singled to set 
up the big inning. Grissom brought home 
Williams from second and w innin g pitcher 
Chad Ogea advanced the runners with a 
sacrifice, setting the stage for Roberts’ key 
hit. 

After allowing their most runs in any 
playoff innin g, the Marlins gave up two 
more in the sixth on the blast to left field by 
Alomar. 

W illiams , who snapped a slump with two 
hits, beat a throw to first base to break up a 
double play to extend the sixth inning long 
enough to bring Alomar to baL 

Venezuelan Omar Vizquel and Dominican 
Tony Fernandez each added two hits for the 
Indians, who ripped the Florida ace on his 
home field. 

“It was obvious Kevin was not on top of 
his game.” Hargrove said. “He was search- 
ing for his sinker." 

Both clubs scored in the first inning. 
David Justice singled home Vizquel while 
Jeff Conine singled home Colombian Edgar 
Renteria with Florida’s lone run. 

“We had a few chances to get back into it 
with one hit but we never could get that one 
big hit," Marlins manager Jim Leyland said. 
“Ogea made some great pitches when he 
had to.” 

Ogea missed 2 1/2 months with shoulder 
and knee injuries and was in the minor 
leagues two months ago, but responded to 
the challenge by scattering seven hits over 6 
2/3 innin gs. 


Irvine key to 
Ferrari success 


ROME (AFP) — Ferrari team chief Jean Todt said on 
Monday that Michael Schumacher's chance to win the 
world title this weekend was all down to his teammate 
Eddie Irvine. 

Ferrari are working flat out to help Schumacher protect 
his one point lead over Williams rival Jacques Vllleneuve. 
as they head into this weekend's last race of the season at 
Jerez in Spain. 

“This is a very important week. We can’t work miracles, 
even though we are preparing really well for this last race,” 
Todt said. 

“However, it would be a mistake to start celebrating now, 
before we know the final result.” 

The Frenchman, speaking on Italian radio, then singled 
out Schumacher's Ulster teammate for special praise. 

“A tribute has to go to Irvine,” Todt explained, “because 
if we’re in this situation now, it's thanks to him and the fan- 
tastic race he drove at Suzuka.” 

Irvine guided Schumacher into first place in Japan, sacri- 
ficing his race lead to put the German in line for his third 
world title. 

Though most of Ferrari's energies are devoted to the last 
act of the 1997 season, Todt also revealed that their new car 
for the 199S world championship would be ready by the 
end of the year. 

Todt said: “We're hoping that the new car will be able to 
race in practice before Christmas." 


SPORTS IN BREIF 


Davenport wins Swiss WTA event 


ZURICH (AFP) — American Olympic champion 
Lindsay Davenport beat France’s Nathalie Tauziai 7-6 
(7/3), 7-5 in the final of the $926,250 WTA event here on 
Sunday. Davenport's power had taken care of American 
Venus Williams, Czech Republic's Jana Novotna and 
finally TauziaL The 21 -year-old Davenport prevailed in a 
tough encounter with the French veteran and admitted 
that she could just have easily lost “It was pretty amazing 
that there was only one break of serve which decided the 
match. I was very lucky” Davenport said. Top seed 
Martina Hingis fell to American Lisa Raymond on Friday 
and Davenport took advantage of that good fortune. The 
eli mina tion of the world number one, who lost in last 
year’s final to Novotna, certainly did Davenport no harm 
and she romped to the title without losing a set Davenport 
will probably move up to a career-highest fourth spot in 
die world rankings after her fifth title of the year. 


Titlist to miss world championships 


KIEV (AFP) — Ukraine’s rhythmic gymnastic squad suf- 
fered^ a setback on Sunday as their Olympic champion 
Yekaterina Serebryanskaya said she would miss next 
week's, worjd championships' m Berlin, the ITAR-TASS 
news agency reported. Serebryanskaya said she refused to 
compete in the tournament because her mother, who is 
also her personal coach, is seriously ill. According to 
sources, internal fighting inside the national gymnastics 
authorities may be the main reason behind 
Serebryanskaya’s unexpected decision to stay away. 


Moroccan wins Chicago marathon 


CHICAGO (AFP) — Morocco’s Khalid Khannouchi won 
the 20th Chicago international marathon Sunday in a 
record time of 2hrs 7 min 10 sec, beating four Kenyans 
while Britain's Marion Sutton took first place in the 
women’s race in 2:29.14. New York-based Khannouchi, a 
25-year-old who was competing in his first marathon, 
and Sutton, who won last year’s marathon here, each 
pocketed $50,000 for their wins in a race which drew 
some 16,000 runners from around the world. 


‘ For sale’ sign hangs over World Series 


MIAMI (AFP) — Critics 
charged Wayne Huizenga 
with buying a title when 
the Florida Marlins owner 
spent $90 million on free 
agents to improve his fifth- 
year expansion club. 

Now that the Marlins 
have reached the World 
Series, the billionaire is 
selling them to the highest 
bidder. 

A “For Sale” sign hangs 
over the National League 
champions as they face 
Cleveland in the best-ofi- 
seven Major League 
Baseball final. 

The Marlins will lose $30 
million this season. But 
weep not for Huizenga, a 
billionaire whose video 
rental stores have helped 
him buy American foot- 
ball’s Miami Dolphins and 
hockey's Florida Panthers 
as well. 

Sympathy should go to a 
region that led baseball in 
attendance gain with 
617,620 more fans than in 
1996. They lifted atten- 


dance from $1.74 million 
to $2.36 million only for 
Huizenga to say it was not 
good enough. 

“It's like drinking at an 
empty bar,” Huizenga said 
of 30,000 tarp-covered 
empty seats at most games. 

“We got 600,000 more 
fans. But a lot of those are 
10 bucks a head because 
they're in the cheaper seats. 
That's about $6 million and 
we raised our payroll $20 
million. Obviously we did- 
n't get a return on our 
investment. 

“But hey, we did because 
we’re in the World Series. 
That's my gift to South 
Florida, so to speak. You 
could say I did buy a cham- 
pionship." 

Now after booking the 
public, Huizenga is fishing 
for a publicly financed new 
$250 million stadium with 
a retracting dome in order 
not to sell the Marlins, pos- 
sibly to a group that would 
move the club. 

“The Marlins had to be 


more of a business than the 
Dolphins because we're 
losing our a., here,” 
Huizenga said. 

“If you have a new field, 
you can compete. We can't 
sell out. I wrote big checks 
to try and create die interest 
in baseball to see if it 
would work here and it did- 
n't work.” 

Huizenga knows better. 
Fans filled 66,000 sears for 
the Series opener here and 
regular season crowds were 
higher by 7,500 people a 
game. 

Huizenga also tells local 
and out-of-town reporters 
different tales. 

“We're not changing our 
mind.” visitors hear. 
“Nothing has changed 
except a lot of buisness 
people and politicians are 
calling me. They say don’t 
be hasty.” 

But to Miami media, 
whose words are aimed at 
the public he wants to woo, 
the message is milder. 

“I really don’t know what 


we’re going to do,” 
Huizenga- said. “Maybe we 
will keep the team. Maybe 
we will change our mind 
Maybe we will try to figure 
out something else.” 

Huizenga would make a 
profit oo any sale because 
the teams value has sky- 
rocketed even as a money 
loser. But a move from here 
might make fans mad 
enough to stop watching 
his other clubs or video- 
tapes. 

So he portrays himself as 
a needy, not greedy, owner. 

“I don’t believe anyone 
will build a new stadium as 
long as Wayne Huizenga is 
attached to the team, based 
on the media saying we 
shouldn’t give a stadium to 
a billionaire,” he said "I 
don’t want the fact I’m a 
billionaire to hurt the 
Marlins." 

The team would not be 
hint no matter who pays 
the salaries but the area 
would divert money for 
schools, roads and social 


services into a stadium 
whose revenues would go 
into Huizenga’s pockets. 

Such is the price of civic 
pride, for Huizeoga bas 
made it clear that he will 
spend nothing on a new 
stadium. 

“We've spent a lot 
already,” he said. ‘If we got 
the stadium only half paid 
for, we’re still at a disad- 
vantage. We have to have a 
($50 million) payroll simi- 
lar to the other contenders. 

“You can’t compete with- 
out a big payroll. The only 
way to compete is with a 
new stadium.” 

As a result, uncertainty 
hangs over the Marlins as 
they figlit for a title. 
General manager Dave 
Dombrowski shrugs over 
the situation, saying, “I 
don’t know what’s going to 
happen. That’s all on the 
back burner.” 

Win or lose*. the heat gets 
turned up in another week. 
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San Francisco 49ers running back Garrison Hearst runs over the top of the Atlanta 
Falcons defencive line for a first down in second quarter action at the Georgia Dome 
(Reuters photo) 



Napoleon .conquers Denver 


OAKLAND (AFP) — 
Napoleon Kaufman rushed 
for a career-high 217 yards 
as the Oakland Raiders 
defeated Denver 2S-25. 
ending the Broncos' reign 
as the last unbeaten team in 
the National Football 
League. 

Kaufman's 8 3 -yard touch- 
down run with 7:54 left 
gave the Raiders a 28-17 
lead, and even fourth-quar- 
ter comeback king John 
Elway couldn't bring the 
Broncos back. 

The win snapped 
Oakland’s four-game losing 
streak against their long- 
time AFC West rivals. 

Kaufman took the spot- 
light from the NFL’s sec- 
ond-leading rusher. Terrell 
Davis, who had two touch- 
downs bur could not prevent 
the Broncos (6-1) from fail- 
ing to earn the best start in 
franchise history'. 

Kaufman, who was limit- 
ed to a season-low 13 yards 
rushing in his last outing, 
had eclipsed ihe team 
record of 221 rushing yards * 
set by Bo Jackson against 
Seattle in 1987. He had 226 
late in the game but lost 
yardage on carries in the 
Raiders’ final possessions. 

Kaufman rushed for 117 
yards in the first half as 
Oakland built a 14-10 lead 
behind two touchdown 
passes from Jeff George. 

Denver took a 17-14 lead 
midway through the third 
quarter on a four-yard run 
by Davis and drove deep 
into Oakland territory later 
in the period. But Elway 
scrambled and was drilled 


from behind by defensive 
lineman Lance Johnstone, 
forcing a fumble. Safety 
Eric Turner scooped it up 
and rumbled 65 yards down 
the left sideline for a touch- 
down to put the Raiders 
ahead. 21-17, with 2:15 left 
in the third. 

Following Kaufman's TD. 
Elway found Ed McCaffrey 
for a 29-vard scoring strike 
with 2:15 to go and Davis 
ran in the two-point conver- 
sion to pull the Broncos 
within three. But Denver 
was unable to get the ball 
back, as George hit Tim 
Brown with a long comple- 
tion for a first down which 
allowed the Raiders to run 
out the clock. The New York 
Jets avenged a heartbreak- 
ing loss at New England 
with a 24-19 victory over 
the Patriots. 

The rivalry’ between the 
AFC East teams has dra- 
matically intensified since 
coach Bill Parnells’ bitter 
split with the Patriots, the 
team he took to the Super 
Bowl last season. 

The defeat ended the 
Patriots’ nine-game winning 
streak against division 
opponents, and left them 
tied for the AFC East lead 
with Miami, who defeated 
the Baltimore Ravens 24- 
13. 

The New York Giants 
claimed the lead in the NFC 
East for the first time since 
December of 1993 with a 
26-20 overtime victory over 
Detroit. 

NFC East rivals Dallas 
avoided their first three- 
game losing streak since 


1990 with a 26-22 victory 
over the Jacksonville 
Jaguars. 

Troy Aikman completed 
2i-of-3i passes for 262 
yards and two touchdowns 
for Dallas, including a 64- 
yard scoring pass to full- 
back Herschel Walker, 
standing in for injured 
Daryl Johnston. 

The Jaguars finished the 
day tied for first place in the 
AFC Central with 
Pittsburgh, who defeated 
Cincinnati 26-10. 

The San Francisco 49ere 
survived a scare to stretch 
their winning streak to six 
games with a 35-28 victory 
over the Atlanta Falcons. 

Atlanta quarterback Billy 
Joe Tolliver, who replaced 
Chris Chandler early in the 
fourth quarter after 
Chandler suffered a mild 
concussion, hit Terance 
Mathis with a four-yard 
touchdown as the Falcons 
closed to within 35-28 with 
1:16 left in toe game. 

The Tennessee Oilers sur- 
prised toe injury plagued 
Washington Redskins 28- 
14, and toe Carolina 
Panthers posted a 13-0 vic- 
tory over the New Orleans 
Saints, who were shut out 
for the first time in 14 years. 

Seattle handed Sl Louis 
their third straight^defeat, 
17-9, and in Ph0£je|piiia 
Chris Boniol was inef-hdrs 
of toe Eagles' 13-10 qyeifc 
time victory over Arizraa; 
kicking a 3S-yard field goffl. ; 
with 26 seconds left in reg- 
ulation and booting a 24- 
yarder in overtime for toe 
win. 
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New York Giants’ quarterback Danny Kanell (R) breaks away from Detroit Lions" 
linebacker Stephen Boyd (L) as he looks for an open receiver during plav in the sec- 
ond quarter of the NFL game at the Pontiac SUverdome (Reuters photo) 
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Kurt Russell ... in 


ESCAPE 
FROM L.A. 


CINEMA TEL-63414* ^ 

PHILADELPHIA ”2 


A 


Tom Cruise ... in 


Shows: 12:30,3:30,6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


MISSION 

IMPOSSIBLE 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10,30 






CINEMA TCL.-69923S "X A CINEMA TEL67742Q 'NX’ CINEMA 


PLAZA 


Tommy Lee Jones & 
Will Smith ... in 


MEN IN BLACK 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6 JO, 
8:30, 10:30 


-A. 


CONCORD 




concerns ”i* 

Geena Da\’is & 

Samuel Jackson ...in 
THE LONG KISS 
GOODNIGHT 
(12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30) 


COKCOKS *2* 

TOO HOT TO HANDLE 


GALLERIA 



CINEMA 


TEL 079 33430 


GALLERIA 2 


ABDOUN 


Nicholas Cage ... in 

CON AIR 


ABDOUN 

Tim Allen... in 


JUNGLE 2 JUNGLE 


Shows: 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:45 


Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 3 :30. 6:00 only J 




Hinham Vrcpnn rw 

TEL: 625155 


Watch out for the new play 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham Yanes 
and Amal Dabbas 
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promising table tennis star Zeina Sha’ban (file photo) 

Jordan Schools CharnnionsTm 


Zeina Sha’ban wins 
table tennis title 


By Omar Karmi 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

ZARQA — Nine-year old Zeina 
Sha’ban fulfilled some of her enormous 
potential here, when she won the Jordan 
National School’s Championship in table 
tennis. 

In froDt of, amongst others. Minister 
for Education Hassan Ala Edin , she beat 
her opponent in the final. Mervat Saqr 
(Salt), in straight sets 21-8, 21-13. 

Zeina, by far the youngest player in the 
tournament, and certainly the youngest 
ever to have reached and won the final 
without dropping a set. However. Zeina's 
fiercest competitors — Lina El-Maj- 
dalawi, whom she lost to in the semi- 
final of last week’s Amman Private 
School’s tournament, and Hadil Awad, 
whom she lost to in the Lfnder -12 final 


— were both missing. 

Zeina's father, Mohammad Sha’ban. 
was nevertheless unperturbed: 
“Although Hadil and Lina were missing 
I think this is a remarkable achievement 
for someone so young, and I’m very 
happy for Zeina. that her hard work has 
paid off." 

Zeina is no stranger to winning high- 
profile competitions, already being the 
U.S. Open Under-IO’s champion. The 
Jordan National School's Championship, 
however, is special in that it has no age 
distinction, which makes Zeina's victory 
all the more remarkable. 

“We may even be looking at a world 
record" enthused Mr. Sha’ban. Confir- 
mation for this has to come from the 
ITTF (International Table Tennis Federa- 
tion). Fingers crossed! 
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Fireworks explode over the Senayan stadium in Jakarta daring the closing cere- 
mony of the South East Asian games. The biannual event, in which 10 regional 
countries participated ended today, the next time to be held in the tiny state of 
Brunei in 1999 (Reuters photo) 
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EUROPEAN UNION 

Delegation of the EC in Amman has a vacancy for a 
high level Executive Secretary for the Head of 
Delegation. 

Qualification required: 

* Fluent in English, Arabic & French. 

* Minimum 1 0 years experience. 

* Good computer skills (Excel, Windows). 

* Pleasant personality. 

* Contract for one year (renewable). 

If interested please deliver your CV to the 
Delegation's offices in Shmeisani 
Tel. 668191 & ask for Mrs. S. Daniel. 
Deadline for submission of CVs is 30.10.1997 
All applications will be treated confidentially. 


NEW FURNISHED FLAT 
FOR RENT 

Ground floor in Jabal Amman, 5th Circle. Consists of 
3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, living room, dining room, 
kitchen, salon, central heating, terrace, garden, 
garage, satellite, telephone and fax. 

For information, call Tel.: 701140 

~TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT 

Located at the 4th Circle, opposite the 
Prime Ministry. Consists of 2 & 3 bed flats. 
Deluxe furniture. Ail services available. 

Call: 777916, 674935 or Mobile: 079/39010 
Marketing/Administration 

Ambitious^JwtEn^^mDl^r^adr^nistration 

post in Amman. Applicants should oe 
university graduates, fluent in English witn 
computer skills. Priority to business graduates 
and car owners. Please send yotir CV to. 

P.O. Box 1120 Amman 11118 
__ or Fax: 962 6 687323 


JORDAN 
TIMES . 
TEL: 
699634, 
684311 


China denies drug role 
in new swimming records 


SHANGHAI (AFP) _ China’s 
sports authorities have launched a 
pre-emptive strike against any 
resurgence of drug accusations 
after the world record breaking per- 
formances of their swimmers at the 
National Gaines here. 

Guo Qinglong, president of the 
Chinese Swimming Association, 
insisted the success of the past 
decade had come from hard work 
and not doping. 

In a spectacular swi mmin g com- 
petition at the National Games. 
Chen Yan set a Dew women’ 400m 
individual medley record, the oldest 
in swimming, and Wu Yan yan 


smashed the 200m individual med- 
ley. Nine Asian records were also 
beaten. 

China’s previous success this 
decade collapsed in scandal after 
multiple drug failures. 

Chinese women swimmers .took 
12 of the 16 tides at die 1994 world 
championships in Rome. But seven 
swimmers were among 1 1 Chinese 
to fail drug tests at the Hiroshima 
Asian Gaines later the same year. 

After more than two years of self- 
imposed exile, the performances of 
16-year-old Chen and Wu, another 
teenager, proved that China will be 
a major force at the next world 


championships in Perth in January 
and the 2000 Sydney Olympics. 

But not all international coaches 
are convinced that Chinese sport is 
still completely clean. Though no 
major swimming competitors have 
failed tests, there have still been 
cases in China. 

The swimming association presi- 
dent insisted at a press conference 
here late Sunday that such claims 
were “fabricated rumours.” 

“China will, as always, support 
the anti-doping compaign. Any ath- 
letes who used banned drugs to 
enhance their performance will be 
severely punished.” 


Guo said specially-trained coach- 
es were behind the dozens of 
Olympic and world champions to 
come out of China in the past 
decade. 

“We must look forward and aim 
at the World Swimming Champi- 
onships in January in Perth, Aus- 
tralia, and even the Olympic Games 
in the year of 2000.” 

“We must continue to learn from 
other countries." he said. “It's 
imperative for us to keep our eyes 
open at all time.” 


Jordan Football Association signs sponsorship 
agreement with L G. Electronics 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordan Football Associa- 
tion (JFA) and L.G. Electronics Monday 
signed an agreement whereby players from 
the Kingdom’s top Premier League teams 
will meet L.G.’s team from Korea on Nov. 
14. 

The company which earlier in the year 
sponsored the Federation Shield match, 
will sponsor the match and also offer 
prizes to fans attending the match. 


JFA secretary Mohammad Hamdan 
announced that fans will be admitted to the 
match free of charge and that 40 lottery 
prizes would be awarded to attendees. 

The L.G. Cheetahs team includes five 
professional players. The team has visited 
Saudi Arabia, the Emirates, and Kuwait 
and will soon play in Iran. 

JFA vice-president Saleh Irshiedat said 
the match will be held as pan of the King- 
dom’s celebrations of His Majesty King 
Hussein's birthday. 

He expressed the JFA's appreciation of 


L-G.’s support which indicates the strong 
ties between Jordan and Korea. 

Fans attending the match will also enjoy 
a taekwondo display and a show by foot- 
ball acrobat Huh Nam-Jin, a record holder 
in the Guinness book of -records. 

Monday’s agreement also stipulates that 
L.G. will offer a television and VCR to 
each Premier League club as well as the 
sports media Federation and the JFA. 


Mohammad Ali boxing memorabilia a knockout in auction 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
The elaborate robe that 
Muhammad Ali wore into 
the ring against George 
Foreman in Kinshasa, Zaire 
in 1974 fetched $156,500 in 
an auction of Ali memora- 
bilia at Christie's here Sun- 
day. 

Crowds at the auction 
house ' in Beverly Hills 
cheered like fight fans as 
the intricately detailed 
black and white robe 
reached its price, an auction 
record for boxing memora- 
bilia. 

A total of $1,321,905 was 
realized for the sale of more 
than 3.000 items relating to 
the career and life of the 
boxing legend. The sale 
was 93 per cent sold by dol- 
lar and 90 per cent sold by 
lot. 

The buyer of the robe was 
described by Christie's as a 
software entrepreneur who 
chose to remain anony- 
mous. 

“I'm very pleased to have 
won the ‘Rumble on 
Rodeo,”' a statement from 
the new owner released by 
Christie’s said. “It’s my 
family’s desire to work with 
Mr. Ali and his family to- 
find ways to share this 
important piece of boxing 
history with Ali fans around 
the world, and to benefit 
causes which he supports. 

“More than his 
unequalled boxing talents I 
respect his courage and 


integrity,’’ the new owner 
said. “He captured the 
imagination of the world 
and has inspired and 
touched the lives of people 
of all races, nationalities 
and beliefs. I’m a great fen 
of Muhammad Ali the 
fighter and Muhammad Ali 
the man.” 

Ali himself did not bene- 
fit from the sale. The col- 
lection was amassed over 
the course of about five 
years by American collec- 
tor Ronnie Paloger. 

As the auction 
approached, Ali com- 
plained that some of the 
items were taken without 
permission by members of 
his entourage. But Paloger 
said that Ali and his family 
had seen most of the the 
items on display in his 
hometown of Louisville. 
Kentucky, and had not chal- 
lenged his ownership. 

The Zaire robe included a 
recently discovered silk 
handkerchief bearing an 
astrological prediction that 
Ali would win the fight, 
which was sewn into the 
hem. 

A pair of boots and tranks 
worn by Ali during the 
same fight fetched $59,000 
and $57,000 respectively. 

Ali’s 1966 letter to the 
National Director of Selec- 
tive Services achieved 
$63,000, a record for a box- 
ing-related document 

In the six-page letter Ali 


requested exemption from 
the Vietnam War draft on 
the basis of his religious 
beliefs. 

His request was denied, 
and Ali was eventually 
found guilty of draft eva- 
sion and banned from the 
ring for . more than three 


years, until the U.S. 
Supreme Court overturned 
his conviction. 

“Muhammad Ali fans 
from around the world par- 
ticipated in today's , auc- 
tion,” said an exuberant 
Don Flanagan, Christie’s 
Senior Sports Specialist 

“In addition to the top 


lots, a large number of 
smaller items, such as pho- 
tographs and posters, trig- 
gered tremendous bidding 
activity. The enthusiastic 
response worldwide to this 
auction clearly confirms the 
tremendous affection and 
esteem fans feel toward Mr. 
Ali.” 


Ballet Lessons 


Hfjn British Ballet Organization 
Syllabus 
At Power Hut 

Direct 079/68957 after 2 p.m. or 686349 


A LARGE MEDICAL COMPANY WORKING 
IN THE FIELD OF MANUFACTURING AND 
DISTRIBUTION IS IN NEED OF A FINANCIAL 
CONTROLLER TO HANDLE LARGE 
HIGHLY SOPHISTICATED NEW 
MANUFACTURING PLANT 


THE CANDIDATE SHOULD HAVE THE 
FOLLOWING QUALIFICATION:- 

1. ACCOUNTING DEGREE WITH PREFERENCE GIVEN TO 
HIGHER QUALIFICATIONS SUCH AS MBA OR CPA. 

2. AGE NOT TO EXCEED 50 YEARS. 

3. 5 YEARS EXPERIENCE AS A FINANCIAL CHIEF 
EXECUTIVE MANAGER, OR CONTROLLER. 

4. COMPUTER AND BANKING KNOWLEDGE A PLUS. AN 
ATTRACTIVE PACKAGE RANGE FROM $60 TO $80 
THOUSAND PER ANNUM DETERMINED AFTER 
INTERVIEWS TO BE CARRIED OUT IN NOVEMBER FOR 
IMMEDIATE- DEPLOYMENT. 

PLEASE SEND YOUR C.V. ALONG WITH RECENT 

PHOTO, CURRENT ADDRESS AND CONTACT 

TELEPHONE NO. TO: 


P.O. BOX: 7633 RIYADH 11472 
SAUDI ARABIA 

ATTENTION: DIRECTOR GENERAL 


BUILDING FOR RENT 




Consists of three floors. 
Each 240 sq.m, office area plus 
seven stores of different sizes. 
Location: Sweifiyeh, parallel to 
main street of 6th & 7th Circles. 
Please call: 832296 after 9 p.m 


JORDAN PHOSPHATE MiNES 

CO. LTD., 

ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION 
TO TENDER No. 48F/97 

JPMC announces the invitation to bid No. 48F/97 
for the supply of: 

(High voltage electric motor (6.6 KV) Qty: One 
unit) 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman Supply Department, until 2:00 
p.m. Local time Thursday 6th November, 1997. 
Application for documents should be accompanied 
by a norvrefundable fee of JD(25) for each set of 
tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 hours, 
local time Tuesday 18th November 1997. 

Sameh Madani, 

Managing Director 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 

CO. LTD., 

REANNOUNCES THE INVITATION 
TO TENDER No. 42F/97 

JPMC reannounces the invitation to bid No. 42F/97 
for the supply of: 

(20,000 metric tonnes of porous prilled ammonium 
nitrate) 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman Supply Department. Application 
for documents should be accompanied by a non- 
refundable fee of JD(200) for each set of tender 
documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 hours, 
local time Saturday 1st November 1997. 

Sameh Madani, 

Managing Director 
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Jewish extremists arrested trying to enter A1 Aqsa Mosque compound 


Israeli radical who killed seven 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(ARP) — Israeli police 
detained five Jewish extrem- 
ists Monday when they tried 
to pray in the Al Aqsa 
Mosque compound in Arab- 
east Jerusalem to marie a 
Jewish holiday, witnesses 
said. 

The five, all members of the 
radical Hei Vekayam move- 
ment. were dragged away by 
police after trying to force 
their way into the mosque 
compound located in Arab 
east Jerusalem’s Old City. 

The compound comprising 
Al Aqsa Mosque and the 
Dome of the Rock is the third 
holiest site in Islam after 
Mecca and Medina and some 
claim it is built on the site of 
the Jewish temple destroyed 
by the Romans in 70 AX). 
Jews call the site the Temple 
Mount 

Also chi Monday members 
of another radical Jewish 
group, the Temple Mount 


Faithful, held a ceremony pre- 
senting the cornerstone of. a 
new temple they want to build 
on the site of Al Aqsa. 

The Jewish fundamentalists 
brought the stone on a truck 
bed to the Arab neighbour-' 
hood of Silwan, below the 
walls of Al Aqsa, and ritually 
covered it with water drawn 
from a nearby spring believed 
to be located at the site of the 
first Jewish capital founded 
by King David. 

The mili tant demonstrations 
coincided with a Jewish holi- 
day known as the blessing of 
the Cohens, descendants of 
the priests who officiated in 
the ancient temple. 

Thousands of members of 
the priestly clan congregated 
ar the Western Wall, believed 
to be the last remnant of the 
original temple which now 
forms part of the foundation 
■ of the raised Al Aqsa com- 
pound, for ceremonies bless- 
ing the people of IsraeL 



Israeli police arrest one of the Jewish extremists who 
tried to enter the. Aqsa Mosque compound, in Arab east 
Jerusalem's Old City Monday (AFP photo) 


Israel has occupied Arab 
east Jerusalem since 1967. 
Police have barred Jews from 
praying in the mosque com- 
pound for fear of violent 
Muslim reaction. 

Most rabbis also say entry 
into the mosque compound is 


forbidden to Jews because 
they could inadvertently 
come into contact with the 
"holy of holies” — the former 
central chamber of the temple 
which can be entered only by 
high priests after ritual purifi- 
cation. 


Saudi authorities raid shops, homes 
in massive illegal alien crackdown 


JEDDAH (R) — Saudi 
authorities are raiding busi- 
nesses and housing blocks 
in a crackdown on illegal 
foreign workers after a 
grace period for their 
departure expired, diplo- 
mats and newspapers said 
on Monday. 

Across the desert king- 
dom, police are also erect- 
ing roadblocks and check- 
ing the documents of for- 
eigners in a bid to catch 
unlawful expatriate labour- 
ers. 

But while the amnesty 
allowing aliens to leave 
Saudi Arabia expired on 
Friday, diplomats said 
thousands were stuck in the 
kingdom because they had 
not received the necessary 
travel permits. 

“A special team of offi- 
cers has been formed which 
will conduct raids on com- 
mercial establishments,, 
industrial outfits and other 
business locations,” the 
daily Arab News said. 

Police say they are round- 
ing up illegal aliens across 
the country, where foreign- 
ers — mostly from India, 
Southeast Asia, and poorer 


Arab states — make up one 
third of the 18 million pop- 
ulation!. There are 1.4 mil- 
lion Indians alone. 

Saudi officials had said 
the sweep for illegal work- 
ers would not include those 
who obtained required doc- 
uments but were still wait- 
ing for available transport 
out of the country. 

Through the three-month 
amnesty. Saudi Arabia 
hoped to flush out more 
than 100,000 illegal labour- 
ers. The same number of 
illegal aliens left during a 
similar operation in 1995. 

“We are surely going to 
nab these people” 
Brigadier General Abdul 
Aziz Al Mulhim. head of a 
deportation centre in east- 
ern Saudi Arabia, was quot- 
ed by Arab News as saying. 

The oil-rich kingdom has 
warned people sheltering 
_iilegaL workers- they "could 
also face jail terms of up to 
six months and d ($26,000) 
fine. 

About 40,000 Indians, 
30,000 Sudanese, 10,000 
Nigerians, and thousands of 
other nationalities includ- 
ing Arabs, Pakistanis, Sri 


Lankans and Filipinos, 
have taken advantage of the 
amnesty. 

But many remain strand- 
ed in the kingdom, hud- 
dling at deportation cen- 
tres, ports and airports. 

“The number is quite sub- 
stantial.” Indian 

Ambassador Mohammad 
Ansari told Reuters. “I 
would say we are talking 
about thousands (of strand- 
ed Indians).” 

Foreign labourers must 
secure travel documents 
from their embassies and 
Saudi exit permits before 
they may leave the country, 
a process diplomats say can 
take more than two weeks. 

In Jeddah, where the bulk 
of overstayers from pil- 
grimages are, the govern- 
ment is using a transit camp 
for pilgrims near the port to 
keep these people since 
Oct. -13- l Lha s ^capacity of 
about 15,000 people,” Mr. 
Ansari said. 

“In Riyadh there is no 
such facility and the people 
are just about anywhere,” 
he said. 

While some of the illegal 
aliens are pilgrims to the 


Islamic holy cities of 
Mecca and Medina who 
stayed longer than their 
visas allowed, many come 
in on valid work and resi- 
dence visas. 

They pay Saudi sponsors 
for the chance to come to 
the kingdom seeking work. 
They then find a job or start 
their own businesses, often 
paying their original spon- 
sors a monthly fee. 

Others illegally quit jobs 
with their sponsors for 
higher wages elsewhere, or 
because of disputes with 
their bosses. Some spon- 
sors do not bother to renew 
workers’ papers, diplomats 
said. 

Newspapers said Jeddah’s 
Islamic port and the city's 
airport were swamped with 
overstayers searching for a 
boat or plane out of the 
country. 

Airlines have scheduled 
additional flights to take 
the workers back home and 
the Saudi government had 
also chartered several ships 
to deport illegal aliens. Mr. 
Ansari said. 


Yemeni government says it is confident 
British hostage will be released soon 


SANAA (AFP) — The 
Yemeni authorities have 
assured the British embassy 
here that a kidnapped 
British aid worker will be 
released soon, an embassy 
spokesman said Monday. 

Henry Thompson, a con- 
sultant in his late 30s work- 
ing for the Japan 
International Corporation 
Agency, was kidnapped by 
Yemeni tribesmen on 
Wednesday. 

“He is still held by the 
Bani Dabian tribe,” the 
spokesman said. “The inte- 
rior ministry is communi- 
cating with the people who 
are holding him via tribal 


intermediaries. ,Tbey are 
confident there will be an 
early release.” 

Mr. Thompson “is in 
good health,” the 
spokesman added. “A letter 
has reached us in which he 
says he is looked after and 
well fed,” 

Thompson, his Yemeni 
interpreter and his driver 
were captured 55 kilome- 
tres south of Sanaa on 
Wednesday by armed men 
from the Rashed Al Tam 
clan of the Bani Dabian 
tribe, and taken to a moun- 
tain hideaway nearby. 

Some 120 armed Yemeni 
policemen have been 


deployed in the area where 
the hostages are being held 
in a bid to pressure the gun- 
men into surrendering, 
police said. 

The spokesman said, “We 
understand the tribe is ask- 
ing for amenities such as a 
clinic, water supply and a 
road.” 

A tribal official told 
Agence France Presse the 
kidnappers wanted finan- 
cial aid for the Bani Dabian 
tribe and were also 
demanding that the govern- 
ment complete electricity 
and water projects in the 
region. 

He added that tribal offi- 


cials, including the gover- 
nor of Sanaa Sheikh Naji Al 
Sufi, were involved in 
mediation with the gun- 
men. 

Yemeni tribesmen, who 
control vast areas of the 
country’s rural interior, fre- 
quently kidnap foreign 
tourists to use as bargaining 
chips. 

Since 1993, around 100 
foreigners have been kid- 
napped in Yemen but all 
have been freed unharmed, 

Mr. Thompson and the 
Yemenis were kidnapped 
the same day as four French 
tourists who were released 
Thursday in good health- 


hmism 



WIPING CLEAN THE BOMB: A nuclear museum staffer Sunday cleans the first Soviet nuclear bomb, tested in 
1949 in Sarov (behind sits the 1st thermonuclear bomb). Sarov, a town of some 844)00 inhabitants, surrounded 
by a tightly guarded no-man's-land with three barbed wire fences to keep the curious away from Russia's 
nuclear secrets, lies near the Volga dty of Nizhny Novgorod, about 450 km east of Moscow (AFP photo) 


Arabs let out of prison for day 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) A Jewish extrem- 
ist serving the seventh year 
of a life sentence for killing 
seven Palestinians was let 
out of prison Monday for a 
12-hour furlough, the 
Israeli news agency, Itim. 
reported 

Ami Popper was con- 
demned to seven life terms 
in 1 990 for murdering seven 
Palestinian labourers in a 
shooting spree outside Tel 
Aviv. Popper claimed he 
committed the slayings 
because he was sexually 
assaulted as a youth by an 
Arab. 

It was the first time 
Popper has been let out of 
jail and Itim quoted the 


director of the Ayalon 
prison where he is being 
held outside Tel Aviv as 
saying authorities planned 
to grant him regular fur- 
loughs in future. 

Itim said Popper left the 
Ayalon prison dressed in 
the black suit warn by ultra- 
Orthodox Jews and was met 
by a rabbi. 

The spokesman for 
Israel’s prison authority was 
not immediately available 
to comment on the report. 

Israel recently decided to 
lighten jail terms against 
several Israeli extremists in 
an apparent bid to calm 
right-wing anger over the 
release from an Israeli 
prison last month of Hamas 


Families of convicted nurses 
in S. Arabia visit them in prison 


DUBAI (R) — Relatives of 
two British nurses charged 
with murder in Saudi Arabia 
have visited the women in jail 
for the past three days and 
will return to Britain on 
Monday evening, a British 
embassy spokesman in 
Riyadh said. 

‘The family members visit- 
ed the nurses on Saturday. 
Sunday and today 

[Monday] ” he told Reuters. 
The nurses are being held at a 
women’s prison in Dammam. , 
eastern Saudi Arabia. 

Stan and Ann McLauchlan. 
parents of 31-year-old Lucille 
McLauchlan, and Sandra and 
Jonathan Ashbee, die sister 
and brother-in-law of 38- 
year-old Deborah Parry, 

arrived on Friday on one of 
their many Dips to Saudi 
Arabia to see the women. 

McLauchlan has been 
found guilty of being an 


accomplice to the murder of 
Australian nurse Yvonne 
Gilford in December and 
faces eight years in jail and 
500 lashes. Parry is still 
awaiting a verdict 

The spokesman said the 
embassy had not yet been 
notified of a date for the next 
bearing in the case. 

The Saudi ambassador to 
Bri tain. Ghazi Qosaibi, said 
on Thursday Parry faced a 
moderate jail sentence rather 
than execution if she is found 
guilty since the victim's 
brother has waived his right 
to seek the death penalty. 

Saudi Arabia applies strict 
Islamic law including 
beheading by the sword for 
convicted murderers, drug 
smugglers and rapists. But in 
murder cases the victim’s 
family has the right to accept 
financial compensation and 
prevent an execution. 


The envoy also said Frank 
Gilford's decision to spare 
Parry would allow the court 
to review the judgement 
already passed on her col- 
league. 

The embassy spokesman 
said the document in which 
Gilford waived his right to 
demand execution was 
expected to be presented to 
the rele\ant authorities in 
Saudi Arabia this week. 

Gilford, in exchange for 
SI. 2 million, on Wednesday 
waived his right to call for the 
death penalty if Parry is 
found guilty of murdering his 
sister. 

Yvonne Gilford was found 
stabbed, bludgeoned and suf- 
focated in her room at the 
King Fahd Military Medical 
Complex in the eastern city of 
Dhahran a few days ahead of 
her 56th birthday. 


Israel remands suspect in U.S. murder 


TEL AVTV (R) — An 

American teenager charged in 
the U.S. with a brutal dis- 
memberment killing was 
remanded in an Israeli court 
Monday pending his extradi- 
tion, an official spokesman 
said. 

An Israeli court ordered 
Samuel Sheinbein, 17, held 
for 15 days after Israel’s attor- 
ney-general ruled Sunday the 
teenager was not an Israeli 
citizen and could be returned 
to the U.S. to face triaL 

The ruling and the remand 
were likely to ease tension 
between Israel and 
Washington, which has 
pressed hard for Sheinbein ’s 
return. 

Sheinbein ’s attorney said 
his client would fight the 
extradition in a case that 
Israeli analysts said could last 
weeks or months. 

“He was remanded for 
extradition for 15 days. IBs 
extradition hearing will be 
held in a district court but no 
date has been set,” said courts 
spokesman Mosbe GoralL 

Attorney David Libai a for- 
mer justice minister who now 
represents Sheinbein, did not 


object to die remand but 
insisted his client was an 
Israeli citizen. 

“At this early stage I 
thought the remand request is 
appropriate but I didn't want 
my agreement to imply that 
we accept the ruling that be is 
not an Israeli citizen,” Mr. 
Libai told reporters after the 
hearing, held behind dosed 
doors. 

Israel refuses by law to 
extradite its citizens to face 
trial in other countries. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright had per- 
sonally asked Israel to do all it 
could to hand over die sus- 
pect, who fled to the Jewish 
state in September. He is 
wanted for tnal in the U.S. on 
charges of killing Alfred 
Tello, 19. 

Tello’s body was found 
burned and without arms and 
legs in Maryland. Local 
police suspect Sheinbein and 
another suspect killed him 
and sliced up his body with a 
circular saw. according to the 
Washington Post. 

Sheinbein hoped he could 
claim Israeli citizenship, 
escape extradition, and 


instead stand trial in Israel on 
the basis of his father having 
held Israeli citizenship.' 

Justice officials cited in 
Sunday’s ruling the fact that 
the father left Israel in 1950 
with the intention of settling 
in the U.S. 

“We are basing this [deci- 
sion to extradite Sheinbein] 
on evidence that points to the 
fact that the family emigrated 
from Israel in order ro settle in 
the United States in 1950,” 
said lawyer Nava Ben-Or of 
the state attorney’s office after 
Monday's bearing. 

Sheinbein was arrested in 
Israel on SepL 28 and the jus- 
tice ministry began its investi- 
gation into whether be was an 
Israeli citizen. 

At one point, the chairman 
of the American House of 
Representatives committee 
that gives Israel $3 billion a 
year in aid said he would con- 
sider bolding back some of 
the money if Israel did not 
extradite Shembein. 

If the district court rules the ( 
suspect can be extradited, , 
Shembein can appeal the 1 
decision to the supreme court ! 


Shimon Peres, the incorrigible dreamer 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Setbacks to the peace process 
and political defeats have 
failed to dent the optimism of 
former Israeli pome minister 
Shimon Peres, who continues 
to nourish his dream of a 
“New Middle East” 

‘7 am going to dedicate 
myself to saving the peace 
process,” the 1994 Nobel 
Peace Prize winner told 
Israeli radio ahead of (he 
opening here on Monday of 
the Shimon Peres Centre for 
Peace. 

At 74, Mr Peres, one of the 
main architects of the peace 
process as Israel’s foreign 
minis ter (1992-95) and then 
prime minister (1995-96), 
appears to have lost none of 
his dynamism or legendary 
appetite for woric 

More than 100 dignitaries 
and diplomats from around 
the globe gathered here on 
Monday to signal their sup- 
port for the beleaguered peace 
process by helping launch toe 
peace centre. 

In announcing plans for the 


centre. Mr. Peres said the aim 
was to promote his goal of 
creating a “New Middle East” 
where peaceful relations are 
supported by joint economic 
development efforts. 

To his detractors, who 
accuse him of chasing a 
mirage. Mr. Peres responds 
that investment, full employ- 
ment and higb-technology are 
more powerful weapons than 
those used by fanatics on both 
sides. 

Ousted as Labour Party 
leader in June by Ehud Barak. 
Mr. Peres vehemently denies 
suggestions he still dreams of 
returning to power. 

Mr Poes also believes that 
his right-wing successor as 
prime minister, Beayamin 
Netanyahu, will fail in hying 
to turn back the clock. 

"I am absolutely convinced 
that the New Middle East will 
see toe tight,” he said. “The 
realities are stronger than the 
actions of the Israeli govern- 
ment." 

Bom in Poland in 1923, Mr. 
Peres emigrated to Palestine 


at the age of 1 1 and joined the 
Zionist struggle in the 1940s. 

He joined the Hagganah. 
the Jewish army, but in an 
ac^ninistrative position 
responsible for manpower 
and not in a figh ting uni t — a 
lack of combat experience his 
political adversaries would 
often use against him. 

At 29, he become director- 
general of the defence min- 
istry and is considered the 
founding father of Israel's 
military nuclear programme. 

A talented organiser, writer 
and speaker. Mr. Peres quick- 
ly became a close adviser and 
protegS of David Ben Gurion, 
the founder of IsraeL 

A member of parliament 
since 1959, he headed toe 
Labour party from 1977 until 
Yitzhak Rabin took over in 
1992. 

Mr. Peres became prime 
minister upon Rabin's assas- 
sination by a Jewish extremist 
in Tel Aviv on Nov. 4, 1995 
and lost a close election to 
Mr. Netanyahu in May 1996. 



spiritual leader. Sheikh 
Ahmad Yassin. 

Last week authorities 
announced they would next 
month release Allen 
Goodman. a Jewish- 
American extremist who 
killed a Palestinian reli- 
gious official in a shooting 
attack at Al Aqsa Mosque in 
Arab east Jerusalem in 
1982. 

Since Sheikh Yassin’s 
release, Israel has also freed 
two men involved in a 
grenade attack in Arab east 
Jerusalem’s Old City which 
killed one man and has 
lightened the sentences of 
four other Jewish funda- 
mentalists jailed for killing 
Arabs. 


Tamagotchi all 
right for Gentiles, 
but not for Jews 

TEL AVIV (DPA) — A 
rabbi in Israel said Sunday 
that Jews should have notic- 
ing to do with the 
Tamagotchi virtual pet toy, 
newspapers reported He 
called the toys “all right for 
Gentiles, but not for Jews.” 
The daily Maariv said the 
rabbi from Maskeret Batia 
believed that because the 
■pets’ needed looking after 
til the time, they constituted 
in breach of the rules gov- 
erning the Jewish Sabbath, 
the day when no work is per- 
mitted. In addition, the 
Tamagotchi is electrically 
powered and Jewish law for- 
bids switching electricity on 
or off on the Sabbath. If par- 
ents nevertheless go ahead 
and buy the cyber-pet it 
should be “boycotted" on 
the Sabbath, said the rabbi. 

Failure to 'give and 
receive same 9 worries 
imprisoned wife 

PRETORIA (AFP) — A 
mother-of-three accused of 
leading a notorious crime 
syndicate has asked a South 
African supreme court for 
permission to have sex with 
her husband in jail so that 
she can bear another child, a 
newspaper reported. “I 
humbly submit that marriage 
is consummated by conjugal 
rights and submit that a fail- 
ure to give and receive same, 
has a grave effect to a mar- 
riage,” 40-year-old Julia 
Mashele said in a court state- 
ment Julia Mashele has filed 
an unprecedented applica- 
tion to the Pretoria Supreme 
Court for conjugal rights 
with her husband. Mure re ni. 
the weekly City Press report- 
ed. 

Spice Girls’ 4th 
No. 1 hit knocks 
down Elton's 
‘Candle in the Wind" 

LONDON (AFP) — A new 
release by the Spice Girls 
has knocked Elton John's 
“Candle In The Wind” trib- 
ute to the Princess of Wales 
off toe top of toe British sin- 
gles charts after six weeks. 
The reworked version of 
Elton’s song, recorded 
immediately after he sang it 
at Diana’s funeral is 
Britain's biggest-selling sin- 
gle ever, with sales nudging 
four million pounds. The 
Spice Girls’ latest hit “Spice 
Up Your Life” makes them 
toe first group ever to reach 
No. 1 with their first five sin- 
gles and toe first to enter toe 
charts at No. 1 four times in 


Chinese women 
inclined towards 
polygamy 

BEUING (AFP) — Chinese 
women would prefer to have 
several men in their life, 
according to a study pub- 
lished in the China Daily. 
“Most urban women and 
nearly half of rural women 
hold a negative attitude 
towards having only one 
man in their life,” the 
English-language daily said 
quoting a study from the 
population research institute, 
linked to the Academy of 
Social Sciences. “China tra- 
ditionally has been consid- 
ered a country where the 
husband is paramount, giv- 
ing the wife little power in 
decision-making cm major 
family issues. However, 
drastic changes have 
occurred,” it added. 

Paris throws a 
parachute birthday party 

PARIS (AFP) — A wave of 
parachutists will be dropped 
on central Paris on 
Wednesday, landing in the 
shadow of the Eiffel Tower, 
to celebrate the 200to 
anniversary of the first ever 
parachute jump. Seventy-six 
flyers from all three anew 
services will be launched 
from transport planes to land 
on the Champs De M®*® 
mark the original feat by &■ 
year-old Frenchman Andie- 
Jacques Gamerin on Oct -A 
1797. A plaque will also oe 
unveiled Wednesday mo®" 
ing in the Parc Moocean. 








si 

C 


9 

■ 




Vfr 


Tv savs Je.. 

: t * 

•jil be limits# 


•ijtljsSL. 

-- 

ft* 

- 

|L£. 

• v.-n Hot 
TWfr 


'S& 


* , 
*■ 


***»,« 






